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► HIS volume goes forth to our patrons, the result 
of months of arduous, unremitting and con- 
scientious labor. None so well know as those 
who have undertaken such a work the almost 
insurmountable difficulties to be met with in its prepara- 
tion. Since engaging in the work, or enterprise, we have 
been compelled to call upon many of our older citizens to 
assist us in their recollections of many of the earlier occur- 
rences, in the history of Remington and the surrounding 
country. Invariably those persons so called upon by us 
have given such information cheerfully whenever they conld 
possibly do so, and we have reason to here thank them for 
their kind assistance. We have also had to resort to let- 
ters, scraps of manuscript, printed fragments, memoranda, 
etc. Public records, semi-official documents and news- 
paper files have been searched and overhauled. Yet, at 
this late date, w£ have found the public records and official 
documents to be only about half completed, many import- 
ant items having been lost by a failure to make the proper 
record, or the record itself, having in many instances been 
lost or destroyed by fire or otherwise. In undertaking this 
enterprise, we thought we would be enabled to make a 
practically correct history of Carpenter and Gilboa town- 
ships and the town of Remington, and we believe we have 
done so, so far as it is possible at this time to prepare such 
a history. We do not claim for it that it is absolutely cor- 
rect in all particulars, but we do claim that it is as accu- 
rate a work as the nature of the surroundings would per- 
mit. There will be found in this book a short sketch of 
every branch of business, which has ever been followed in 
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4 PREFACE. 

the town or country surrounding ; also a partial list of the 
various township and town officers ; a brief mention of the 
men and women who were early pioneers here. We trust 
the work will prove useful, not only for one perusal, but as 
a work of reference in the future, and it will prove interest- 
ing to all persons having heretofore, and who are now, and 
those who will be hereafter identified with the growth and 
prosperity of Remington and the townships mentioned. 
We have carefully avoided anything to injure the feelings 
of any person. We believe the work will prove a public 
benefit by preserving much valuable historical matter, that 
would otherwise have passed into oblivion. And to those 
who have given us their support and encouragement, we 
acknowledge our gratitude, and can assure them, as the 
years go by, the book will grow in value as a repository, 
not only of interesting reading matter, but of treasured 
information of the past that will become an enduring mon- 
ument. JAMES H. ROYALTY. 
February, 1894. 
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REMINGTON AND VICINITY. 



IN the spring of the year, A. D. i860, the town of 
Carpenter's Station was laid out and platted. A 
railway had been completed through the place, and 
it was known as the Logansport, Peoria & Bur- 
lington railway. This road had been surveyed and par- 
tially graded, something like ten years previous to i860, 
but for lack of funds it was not pushed through until 1859, 
when it was, in a manner, completed, and trains began 
running over it on the first day of January, i860. Mr. 
Jesse H. Fordyce was the owner of the land that the orig- 
inal town of Remington is now located upon. In order to 
secure a town and station at this point, Mr. Fordyce gave 
to the railway company every alternate lot on his plat, the 
conditions required of the company that it should put in a 
suitable switch and construct a depot. The switch was 
put down and the depot constructed in the fall of the year 
1859, and the village was named Carpenter's Station, after 
the grove of timber, about one mile north of the town or 
village site. The depot was built about one hundred feet 
west of the crossing of Ohio street. It was a small build- 
ing, with two small rooms and a platform about one hun- 
dred feet long. The railway company sent a man by the 
name of William Lott to act as station agent. He did not 
like the new town, as the inhabitants were few, both in 
town and country, thus making it very lonesome and irk- 
some business for him. He, therefore, for the reasons 
above stated, did not remain here but a short time. South- 
west from the depot, near the present residence of Daniel 
O'Connor, the railway company constructed a small section 
house, which was occupied by the employes of the railway 
company, who were mainly section men. Mr. Berney 
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6 REMINGTON AND VICINITY. 

Shaw was now employed by the company as their agent at 
this place. He also had control of the postoffie in con- 
nection with the railway freight business. The wages paid 
him for his services by the company was only fifteen dol- 
lars per month. East from the depot the railway company 
built a water tank, the object being to supply their engines 
with water at this point. This water tank was erected in 
the center of Carpenters creek and immediately opposite 
the center of the railway bridge spanning the creek. The 
foundation of this tank consisted of four piles of railroad 
ties, laid crosswise, until the structure was on a level with 
the top of the bridge. Still other ties were laid on these, 
by which means a room was constructed twelve feet square, 
and on top of this room the tank proper was built, which 
had no roof or covering over it. In the center of the found- 
ation for this structure was a shallow well, fed or supplied 
mainly by the waters of the creek. In this well was a 
force pump, worked by hand, by which means water was 
supplied for the engines. The company sent Mr. Peter 
Kelley, who was a resident of Remington for many years, 
here to take charge of this tank He came here in the fall 
of 1859. He was here alone for a few years, his family 
being back in the old country. He claimed to be an 
Englishman by birth. In a few years his family came to 
him. The family consisted of a wife, two daughters and 
son. They often assisted him in pumping water for the 
engines. One evening as Mr. Kelley returned from town, 
he sent his eldest daughter and son out to pump. Mr. 
Kelley had been indulging pretty freely in strong beverages 
while in town, and when he arrived at his house his wife 
started for the water tank, although it was quite dark and 
cold and icy. The ice had frozen on the planks that 
reached from the bridge to the tank room, where the two 
children were pumping, and as she was crossing, she slipped 
off the boards, down among the ties and fell into the well, 
breaking her neck. The screaming of the two children 
aroused Robert May, Jacob A. May and the writer. When 
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JASPER COUNTY, INDIANA. 7 

we reached the scene, there were several persons who 
arrived soon after us. Jacob A. May was the first person 
to reach the tank, where he found Mrs. Kelley struggling 
in the well below the tank and almost dead. 

About one hundred yards above this railway bridge 
was the crossing of the main traveled wagon road, leading 
from Rensselaer to LaFayette. From this crossing, in 
the direction of Rensselaer, this wagon road bore a north- 
westerly direction, passing by Robert Y. May's farm resi- 
dence, angling through his grove, thence to the corner of 
the Henry C. Lipprant farm, now owned by Mr. P. J. Mc- 
Laughlin. Thence north on the range line, between ranges 
six and seven, to the north line of the said Lipprant farm, 
where the road diverges from the regular line in a north- 
westerly direction, as originally traveled, through Carpen- 
ter's grove. At the southerly side of this grove we find, 
perhaps, the oldest farm house and farm in southern Jasper 
county, which was owned in 1859 by Uncle John Jordan, a 
well-to-do farmer for those early days. Mr. Jordan's fam- 
ily consisted of five boys and one girl,' the daughter being 
the youngest of the family. Mr. Jordan and sons did the 
housework, as well as the farming, the wife and mother 
having passed away some years prior to this date. The 
daughter being too young to do housework, was then living 
with an aunt. Mr. Jordan was then farming the land the 
fair association now occupies. In the spring of the year 
i860, the writer, together with his mother and stepfather, 
came to this vicinity and moved into the house with Mr. 
Jordan. Well do I remember how wild everything looked 
at that time, although only twelve years old. My step- 
father's name was J. H. Miller, better known as Esquire 
Miller. He was a carpenter, and in quest of work at his 
trade, and while living with Mr. Jordan, he managed to 
build a little house in the station called Carpenter's station. 
After stopping with Mr. Jordan about three months he 
moved to the station. Following the road northwest from 
Mr. Jordan's, down Carpenter's creek, we arrive at the 
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8 REMINGTON AND VICINITY. 

farm house of Samuel Babb, located on his farm at the 
north side of Carpenter's grove. Mr. Babb had been in this 
country several years prior to the year 1 860. Following 
the old road, which was traveled on or near the east bank 
of the creek, for a distance of probably forty rods, we come 
to the northwest corner of the grove, where then was the 
farm residence of Basil Hunt, a well known farmer and 
one of the early pioneers of this section of the country. 
He then occupied the farm which is now owned by Mount 
E. Jordan, who is now living on it. A short distance 
farther down the creek there lived Esquire Thomas Lam- 
born, who was one among the first school teachers of this 
part of the county. Still farther northwest, a distance of 
perhaps a half mile, was the residence of G. G. Thompson, 
who at this time was engaged in farming. Mr. Thompson 
had, during the years 1857-8-9, been postmaster. The 
office was designated by the government and known as 
the Carpenter Creek postoffice. The mail was carried on 
horseback to and from Rensselaer and Attica via Oxford. 
Mr. P. H. Lalley, now of Remington, was one of the early 
mail carriers over this route. From the postoffice, looking 
southwest, and directly north of Carpenter's grove, there 
stood a log school house, which was located near the resi- 
dence of Moses Sigo. This school house was constructed 
from timber secured from Carpenter's grove, the building 
proper, seats, benches and all. The seats were split logs, 
smoothed to some extent on thp soft side with an adz and 
broad ax, with holes bored on the opposite side, in which 
round sticks were inserted, which served for legs. 

It is generally accepted by our older citizens as being 
correct, that Carpenter's creek and Carpenter's grove derived 
their names from an old hunter by the name of Carpenter, 
who was here hunting, along about 1 840. It is generally 
understood and believed that while here on one of his hunt- 
ing expeditions, the weather became intensely cold and he 
was frozen to death in the grove, and it is also said that he 
was buried some place in the grove, but the exact location 
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JASPER COUNTY, INDIANA. 9 

has long since become obliterated and lost. The nearest 
school house to the one mentioned above was located about 
five miles further down the creek, on the east bank, or 
adjacent thereto, and near the farm then owned by Uncle 
Benjamin Welsh, being about half way between Reming- 
ton and Rensselaer. There was still another school house 
located at Black Oak, in White county, being about eight 
miles northeast of the Carpenter school house. This latter 
school house was known as the "Hardy" school house. 
The writer's family settled near this latter school house on 
what was then the Van Devolgen farm, and the writer 
attended school here for a shprt time. When Esquire 
Miller first came to this county he brought with him two 
men, James Plunkett and James F. Ellis, the latter of 
whom is in business at Remington at the present time. 
These men only stayed here about one year, when they 
removed to Montgomery county, Ind. Esquire Miller was 
not a successful farmer, hence, he quit the business, and 
remained a short time with Mr. John Jordan again, and 
soon settled in the little village of Carpenter's Station. He 
built a small house on the lot directly south of the resi- 
dence of Moses French, where he resided for about eight 
years. During this time he followed his trade, that of a 
carpenter. At the expiration of the eight years he sold his 
little property to one Dennis Wiggins, and then immedi- 
ately bought again, the lot directly west of Mr. French's 
property, and erected a second house on this lot. The 
writer was a lad of about thirteen years when he first came 
to this place,. and although he was not the worst boy in 
the village, he could hold his own with the average mis- 
chief-makers of the place. 

In the year 1 860 the town of Carpenter's Station con- 
tained about one dozen houses, including dwellings, busi- 
ness and railway buildings. Esquire Miller's house was 
located in the east part of the village, on the bank of Car- 
penter's creek, and going west from the business part of 
town we passed the Donnelley residence, which was built 
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by Mr. Felix R. Donnely in the year 1858. Directly south 
of the Donnelley property, on the 'southeast corner of the 
next block, was a small house built by one Rev. John 
Wood, who was a United Brethren minister. Mr. Wood 
was a man of ordinary talents, but an excellent citizen. 
There were no churches or other public places in which to 
hold divine worship, hence the meetings were held in pri- 
vate residences. West of the Donnelley residence, near 
where the Hart hotel now stands, was a small dwelling 
house owned by Jesse H. Fordyce, the founder of the 
town. West and south a short distance from the Fordyce 
property was a small house owned by a blacksmith, in a 
small way, by the name of Kite, who had a small shop on 
the rear end of his lot, being the same property which is 
jiow owned and occupied by Uncle John Harmon. Imme- 
diately south and contiguous to the railway switch, and a 
little east of where the Hathaway grain elevators now 
stand, there was built a small ware house, which stood 
high on its foundations, so that the floor of this building 
was on a level with the floor of the cars, in order that grain 
might be the more readily transferred in sacks or wheeled 
on railway trucks from this warehouse to the cars. This 
was the first warehouse ever built in Carpenter's Station or 
Remington, and it was built by a man named Roberts. 
Southwest of this point, where George Shipman now lives, 
was another small house, built by Mr. Curry. He was a 
man of small means, financially, and large family. His 
family was afflicted with sore eyes, one of .whom, a boy, 
was entirely blind. His family consisted of ^himself and 
wife, four sons and three daughters. The husband and 
father was of very poor health, and in a very few years 
after locating here, he passed away. His second son, John 
Curry, had now reached the age of seventeen years, and 
obtained a job of braking on the Logansport, Peoria & 
Burlington railway, and moved the family to Logansport, 
and while the family were living in Logansport, James, the 
blind boy, and Edward, his younger brother, were both 
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drowned in the Wabash river. They were brought back 
to Remington, or more properly speaking, to Carpenter's 
Station, and were buried in Carpenter's grove. Jane 
Curry, the second daughter, came back to Remington and 
started a millinery business, but stayed only a few years. 

Referring again to the section house for the railway, it 
might be necessary to say that it was tenanted all the time 
with from six to eight men, who were in the employ of the 
railway company. 

The first store established was located on the corner 
of First North street and range line, on the lot upon which 
Hartley's west elevator office now stands. This store was 
a small affair, and was conducted by George B. Clark, who 
is still a resident of the town of Remington, and is perhaps 
the oldest, or first resident of the town, now living. He 
came here probably in 1857 or 1858, and has been one 
of the most worthy, active and enterprising citizens of the 
town, during all these intervening years. He is a carpen- 
ter by trade, and has built several houses in Remington. 
He moved south at one time, but soon returned. In front 
of Clark's store was the railway wood yards. This wood 
was sawed for the company with a rude saw made by Jacob 
Shew, one of the old residents of the place. He was a 
hard working man and a good citizen. He raised a large 
family of children, all of whom are still living in Reming- 
ton and its vicinity. This wood was brought here on the 
cars by the railway company, and was sawed up by Mr. 
Shew and piled in cord racks by him for forty cents per 
cord. Going thence east from Clark's store, past the 
depot, there were no obstructions in the way until we came 
to the corner of Indiana and Railway streets, where was 
located the dwelling house of Joseph Lewis. This place 
was later known as the Henry Downing property. Whilst 
Lewis remained there he kept a notion store; in other 
words, he kept a few notions in the store room and a keg 
of whiskey in the cellar. This cellar was quite frequently 
visited by a great number of our citizens. Thus, in the 
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early piety of our town, the tempter was brought in and 
found a hiding place in cellars. Mr. Lewis seemed to be a 
pious man. He was a hunter and fisher. He moved from 
here to the Iroquois river, near Salem, and was well 
acquainted with the nature of this new country, and knew 
about all of the deer trails between Remington and the 
Kankakee river. Mr. Lewis did not prosper well and 
finally sold out. After selling his town property he moved 
to Carpenter's grove, one mile north of town, and located 
in a small log house, which stood directly west of the John 
Jordan residence, at the northwest corner of the old orch- 
ard. While living there he made and burned a kiln of 
brick, which were the first ever made and burned in this 
part of the country. In the year 1865, with these bricks 
he built a house, near the site of the property recently sold 
by Robert Parker to Harry Hartley, in the town of Rem- 
ington. Sometime afterward this house was destroyed by 
fire, and Mr. Lewis then removed somewhere to the west. 
Mr. Lewis 1 family, while here, consisted of himself, his 
wife, two daughters and one son, named Henry. Henry 
was perhaps fifteen years old, and was generally recognized 
as the leader of the larger boys in Remington, in such mis- 
chievous raids as the boys at that time were often wont to 
engage in. In reference to those mischievous boys of this 
town, it would be in order to mention Henry Lewis, John 
Curry, Jacob A. May, James A. and William Royalty and 
Frank Shaw. These are the bad boys that first tramped 
the mud of Remington, waded the waters of Carpenter's 
creek, skated on its ice from its source to its mouth, and 
tramped the railway from Goodland to Wolcott, via Rem- 
ington, often over the prairie, sometimes one way and then 
again the other way. We thus became very well acquainted 
with the town, its people and the country surrounding. In 
the year i860, if one desired to go east from the town 
of Carpenter's Station to the town of Wolcott, after pass- 
ing the farm of Robert Y. May, adjoining town on the 
east, he would not find between the two places, a house, a 
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fence, nor a furrow plowed, over the entire distance. There 
was immense room foi; improvements northeast from the 
station. After leaving the May and Lipprant farms it was 
an open prairie until we reached the Ravenscroft farm, 
a distance of about four miles. Mr. Ravenscroft is an old 
timer in this county, he having located where he now lives 
about the year 1857. I n his neighborhood, and somewhat 
to the west of his farm, were several families, among which 
we may mention that of Dr. Pierce, who was the father of 
Attorney Pierce, who, at a later period, practiced law in 
Remington. Dr. Pierce was, in that early day, the only 
physician nearer than Rensselaer. He did fajrly well prac- 
ticing his profession, considering the generally healthy con- 
dition of the people of the community. North of his resi- 
dence was the home of the Harris family, who had lived 
there a few years. The children in this family were mostly 
all grown to man's estate at that time. The family con- 
sisted of five daughters and two sons. The father and eld- 
est son, Thomas, were great deer and wolf hunters. Deer, 
woolves, prairie chickens, quail, pheasants, wild geese, 
brant, ducks and sand hill cranes were found in great 
abundance here in those early days, in their proper seasons 
of the year. East of the Harris residence, and contiguous 
thereto, was a scope of country known as Black Oak. This 
scope of country is very sandy and timbered with black oak 
trees and shrubs, which grow upon it in great abundance. 
There may also be found some white oak, gum and quak- 
ing asp. A great many of the early settlers appeared anx- 
ious to locate in Black Oak, owing, perhaps, to the fact 
that fuel could be more readily obtained than if they should 
locate upon the prairie. And again it appears that most 
of the early settlers had a poor opinion of the productive 
qualities of our prairie lands, believing that they could pro- 
duce more grain and vegetables on a timber soil than on 
prairie soil. There soon located on Black Oak several 
families, among whom we mention Uncle Johnny Irvine, 
who, besides his wife, reared a family of five sons and one 
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daughter. Irvine was an Irishman and his wife a German 
lady. He and his boy made a business of breaking prairie 
and other new grounds. He usually had five yokes of oxen 
to each breaking plow. He, in summer seasons, usually 
run about five different plows. He broke up the prairie 
lands and charged those hiring him at the rate of three dol- 
lars per acre. Mr. Irvine's plows were rigged on to the 
two front wheels of a wagon, with a lever attached to set 
the plow in and raise it out of the ground. Further east 
on the Black Oak road lived one Jason Hinds, who had a 
large family of children, who were nearly all of full age in 
the year i860. He died during the year 1868, leaving a 
wife and six sons and three daughters surviving him. The 
widow and three daughters are at this time residing in the 
town of Remington. North of Mr. Hinds' home there 
lived a well known citizen and auctioneer named William 
Haver. He had the distinction of probably being acquainted 
with more people in this section of country than perhaps 
any other man. In that early day his prospects were 
bright, but in later years misfortune overtook him, and his 
wealth departed from him. William's father lived there at 
that time, and had quite a large family. He was well-to-do, 
and owned quite a goodly number of acres of land in Black 
Oak. Milton Morrow lived in this neighborhood also. 
We next mention one of the early pioneers, who settled in 
Black Oak, Mr. Christian Hardy. He located there some- 
time in the fifties. He had at this time bright prospects of 
success, but he invested his means in a cheese factory, 
which did not prove to be a paying venture, and he finally 
sold his factory, together with his farm, and removed with 
his family to the town of Remington, a few years ago, 
where he resided until the year 1892, when he departed 
this life, leaving a widow and children, who were, however, 
all of legal age at the time of his decease. The original 
May farm adjoined Carpenter's Station on the northeast, 
and consisted of forty acres of land. This small farm was 
then owned jointly by the entire family, which consisted 
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of four boys and four girls, the two eldest daughters being 
married. This land included the grove just west of Mr. 
Robert Y. May, and was about all fenced. There was 
then a log house on it, just west of where Mr. Robert 
May's frame house now stands. Mr. R. Y. May is now the 
owner of this land, and has added some hundreds of acres 
of excellent land to his original possessions. The Henry 
C. Lipprant farm, just north of the station, was the north- 
ern boundary of improved farming lands, until we reached 
near the town of Rensselaer, twelve miles distant. There 
was at this time an immense stock pasture between the 
station and Rensselaer, consisting of several thousand acres 
of fenced lands, owned by one Jesse D. Bright, a former 
United States Senator from Kentucky. He was an uncle 
of our fellow townsman, Mr. O. B. Mclntire, who is now 
engaged in the banking, real estate and loan business. 
This Bright ranch, or south limits of same, was about four 
miles north from Carpenter's Station. The ranch was 
bounded as folic ws: Commencing at the northeast corner 
of the Michael Cook farm; thence running north nine miles; 
thence west one and one-half miles; thence south nine 
miles, and thence east one and one-half miles to the place 
of beginning. This would make the total number of acres 
in this pasture and under fence, eight thousand six hundred 
and forty (8,640). The Harris family occupied the house 
on this Jesse D. Bright ranch. [Mention has been made of 
the Harris family heretofore.] We may be permitted to 
add that Thomas Harris is a respected real estate dealer 
now residing in the town of Remington. 

The foregoing is a brief mention of all the families of 
people who lived north and northeast from the town of Car- 
penter's Station, contained within a circuit of about seven 
miles, beginning at the railway and swinging northeast, 
north and west, to the west line of the Jesse D. Bright 
ranch. 

Regarding the people living north of the station and 
along Carpenter's creek, we will first mention Henry C. 
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Lipprant, a German. Mr. Lipprant had settled here sev- 
eral years prior to 1 860. His family consisted of a wife, 
one son and five daughters. The son was the oldest child. 
The next family down the creek was Uncle John Jordan, 
heretofore mentioned. He lived in a hewed log house that 
stood just west of the fair grounds, across the public high- 
way a few rods distant. Mr. Jordan, at this time, owned 
nearly all of Carpenters grove. He also owned a small 
log house that was located west of his residence, near the 
west side of an old orchard, that had been planted in a 
very early day. This house was occupied by a man named 
Henry Courtney. He was a married man, his wife being 
the second daughter of the May family. West of Mr. 
Courtney's, through the grove, and on the opposite side of 
the creek, on the upper slope of the bottom lands lived a 
John Jordan, a nephew of the old gentleman, John Jordan. 
This John Jordan, Jr. , is still living in the same neighbor- 
hood, and is the owner and proprietor of an excellent farm, 
which is known as "Fern Branch.'* Samuel Babb is the 
next man to receive our attention. He lived a short dis- 
tance below the Jordans'; had located here quite early. His 
family consisted of his wife, one daughter and three sons. 
He still owns the old farm, but he is at present residing in 
the town of Remington. The next family living on the 
Carpenter creek road was that of Basil Hunt. He then 
lived in the northeast corner of the grove; his family was 
quite small. The next family living on this angling Car- 
penter's creek road was the old school teacher, Esquire 
Thomas Lamborn. The Lamborn family consisted of his 
wife and four sons. Mr. Lamborn departed this life many 
years ago, but he is still held in grateful remembrance by 
his remaining family and many friends. The next family 
to mention in this neighborhood is that of Mr. G. G. 
Thompson, whom we mentioned heretofore, and who was 
formerly the postmaster at Carpenter's Station. Mr. 
Thompson is still living, and is at present a successful 
farmer living a few miles northeast of Remington. The 
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next to call our attention is the family of William Blake, 
in the same neighborhood. The Westfall family also were 
residents of the same neighborhood, some of whom are at 
present residents of Remington. From the Westfall resi- 
dence north to the timber, being a distance of about three 
miles, the space of country was known as the Colonel May 
cattle ranch. This ranch joined that of Jesse D. Bright, 
immediately on the west, and it is now owned by Mr. 
Christian Hensler. This man Colonel May was never a 
resident here himself, but he built a small house in the 
southern edge of the timber, near the present residence of 
Charles Hensler. Some two miles farther northwest, and 
following the creek, were the homes of the Waymires, 
Welchs and Lamsons. Then from this locality, and in a 
southwesterly direction, a distance of about four miles, we 
come upon a farm known as the Alter farm, which was 
located in and around a natural grove of timber; the grove 
also being known as Alter's grove. In 1 860 this was the 
only farm in that vicinity, it being alone on the open 
prairie. Mr. Alter had * lived here for several years: and 
had then grown children. He was a firm believer in the 
Christian religion, and held daily religious meetings at his 
house and in the grove. In the fall of i860 John Y. May 
located a farm and built a house and moved into the same, 
about one mile northwest of the Alter farm. This man 
John Y. May is the oldest of the May brothers, and he is 
at the present time living on the same farm, having since 
he first located there added many acres thereto. He mar- 
ried a daughter of Esquire Miller's. James Gray settled in 
the Alter neighborhood about this time. He was a brother- 
in-law of John Y. May. South from this neighborhood to 
the railway, a distance of about two miles, the country was 
an open prairie, and southwest from the town of Carpen- 
ter's Station, and nearly in a direct or parallel line with 
the 'railway to the range line dividing ranges seven and 
eight, a distance of six miles, there were only two houses, 
one of these houses being near the station of Carpenter, 
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then known as the Jordan forty, afterward owned by 
LaFayette French. The house stood about one hundred 
yards south of the present site of the Remington tile mills. 
It was a small log house, and was occupied at that time by 
one Marion Murphy. The other house stood on the Ed- 
wards farm, and was across the county line in Benton 
county. Mr. Edwards had settled there prior to the year 
i860. His principal business was herding and caring for 
cattle. He had boys large enough to greatly assist him in 
this cattle herding business. He also was engaged in farm- 
ing in a small way. It was certainly a very lonesome place 
in those days, there not being another human habitation 
within three miles of his residence. From Edwards' we 
will again return to town, remembering that the last two 
houses described were the only ones in the southwest for 
many miles, within easy proximity to Carpenter's Station 
in 1 860, excepting about one-fourth of a mile south and on 
the east bank of the creek, and just east of the range line, 
there was a small frame house owned by one John DeWitt. 
He lived on the farm afterwards purchased by James 
Sheets, which he recently sold to a Mr. Galbraith, who 
now owns and occupies the same. This is now a very val- 
uable farm, in an excellent state of cultivation, the build- 
ings having been greatly enlarged and improved. DeWitt 
had only made a few minor improvements on the place, 
and in the fall of i860 he sold the farm to Lycurgus Rawles, 
who moved on to it in the spring of 1861. This was the 
only improvement south of Carpenter's Station until we 
reached the few farms on and around Mt. Gilboa, about 
eight or nine miles south of the station. 

We believe the foregoing comprises all the names of 
persons who were living in Carpenter township, and also 
Carpenter Station, during the year i860. 

The families living at this time in the Mount Gilboa 
neighborhood were Thomas Tracey, Isaac Boyer, Samuel 
Johnson, a Mr. Tallman, Dr. Lamborn and Carey East- 
burn. To the east a few miles, in Denton's grove and 
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vicinity, there was a small neighborhood, comprising the 
families of Joel Denton and his brother, Den Hawk, Den- 
nis Wiggins, Christian Hensler, Alpheus Ellmore and one 
Foster. Southeast of Denton's grove, three or four miles, 
was another grove, known as Jordan's grove. This grove, 
as well as a very large tract of prairie land surrounding it, 
was owned by William Jordan, a brother of John Jordan, 
heretofore mentioned. He was a well-to-do farmer, and 
had an abundance of everything necessary to make himself 
and family comfortable. He was a close trader. He kept 
a great many horses and large herds of cattle, which he 
occasionally disposed of when the markets suited him. He 
had land enough to give each of his children a good farm. 
In addition to William Jordan's extensive holdings of real 
estate at Jordan's grove, he was the possessor of quite a 
number of lots in Carpenters Station. He also acquired 
quite an extensive farm at Carpenters grove, purchasing 
the same from his brother. John Jordan. He thus acquired 
all of Carpenter's grove, except a small corner in the north- 
westerly part of the grove, owned by Mr. Samuel Babb. 
In i860 William Jordan could drive his team from his resi- 
dence, in Jordan's grove, to his brother's, John Jordan's, in 
Carpenter's grove, a distance of about eighteen miles, 
without passing a farm house or laying down a fence, or 
meeting any other obstacle in the way excepting the waters 
of the Monon and the tall prairie grass. The grass on 
these prairies in those days grew as tall as an ordinary 
sized man in many places, being the highest in the low 
lands. There was plenty of large game on the prairies in 
those days, and hunting as a business and for sport, was 
enjoyed by many of our first citizens. 

In Carpenter's Station there was considerable business 
being transacted in the fall of i860. George B. Chappell 
arrived here about this time, and immediately set about 
building a store room. This building was completed the 
first of January, 1861, and it was located on the northeast 
corner of block thirteen (13) of the original plat of the 
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town of Remington, just east of the office of Drs. Patton 
& Ramsay. The stock of goods put into this building was 
known as Bolles' store. Mr. Chappell had associated with 
him in this store Mr. William Shaw. The building was a 
two-story frame, and Mr. Chappell lived over the store in 
the second story. The store contained a general assort- 
ment of goods, consisting of dry goods, boots and shoes, 
hats and caps, groceries and provisions, hardware, tinware 
and drugs and medicines. The postoffice was also kept 
there, with Berny Shaw as the postmaster. The postoffice 
at the grove had been discontinued, and the patrons came 
to town to receive their mail. It was many years before 
this postoffice became a paying institution, either to Uncle 
Samuel or the postmaster. William Shaw also came to 
Carpenters Station in i860, and had commenced the 
erection of the same house he is living in at the present 
time. George B. Clark built for himself, about this time, 
the house now owned and occupied by William Shepherd, 
This was the largest house in the town. The section house 
was used as a boarding house for the railway hands, while 
the railway was being constructed. There were about one 
hundred hands fed there during this time. These hands 
were lodged on the lot now occupied by Daniel O'Connor. 
Their quarters were constructed with railway ties set upon 
end into the ground, being two rows of them, and they 
were well covered over with wild hay, using the same also 
on the inside of this structure as bedding for the men to 
sleep upon. The men were nearly all Swedes, and were at 
this time just completing the railway. The headquarters 
of these men were at this place, and they had the work in 
charge from here to the Illinois State line. ^ Mr. Gallinneau 
had charge of this force of men, and he was ably assisted 
by Mr. Timothy O'Connor, formerly of this place. 

The beginning of' the spring of 1861 found the town of 
Carpenter's Station improving quite materially. G. B. 
Chappell had moved his family over the store, where they 
continued to live until 1864. Mr. Jesse Nichols, a carpen- 
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ter by trade, came to the town and built a small dwelling 
house on the lot where George Griffin now lives, and in the 
fall of 1 86 1 he sold this and built another house on the lot 
where Mr. Josiah Allman now resides, which he afterward 
sold to a Mr. Kauffman. Sampson Erwin came to this 
place in the fall of 1861, and bought the lot known as the 
44 Babb " lot and built a dwelling house on it. This prop- 
erty afterward fell into the hands of Mr. Babb, who con- 
verted it into a hotel property. This property was de- 
stroyed by fire a few years ago. Mr. Erwin was a black- 
smith, and on the rear of this lot he built a shop. He sold 
out to George F. Shaull in 1864. The tpwn had been 
without a physician until about 1864, at which time Dr. 
Samuel Miller, who was a well read man, located here, 
and in a short time he enjoyed a fair medical practice, 
considering such a sparsely settled country, the population 
of the town being only about fifty souls. Dr. Miller built 
a small house on the site of the residence now occupied by 
Mr. Peck. He sold this and built again on the site of the 
Esquire Tharp property, now owned and occupied by Mrs. 
Sarah F. Bunnell. A Mr. Burns and J. Jordan built a small 
store room on the corner now occupied by the stone and 
brick building in which Messrs. Allman and Sheetz have 
their stock of hardware, etc. This original store building 
contained a small stock of groceries, but the proprietor did 
not remain in business very long, and sold out to Elden E. 
Lockwood, who came here direct from his farm, a few 
miles northwest of LaFayette. Mr. Lockwood took an 
active part in the first school exhibition held here, singing 
several songs, and in other ways helping the exhibition 
along. He also taught the first writing school ever held 
in this place. Some of his family are residents oi Reming- 
ton at this time. Thomas White started in the hotel bus- 
iness and keeping boarders in the Fordyce house in the 
latter part of 1861. Among his boarders was a Mr. Will- 
iam Low, who was a carpenter. Mr. White remained 
here several years. In the fall of 1861 a Mr. Remington 
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came to the place and established a general store in the 
Jesse H. Fordyce warehouse, or rather the Roberts ware- 
house, Mr. Fordyce having built it and Mr. Roberts occu- 
pied the same. The town of Carpenter's Station was 
named after this man Remington, who only stayed here a 
few months. It would seem that he was hardly entitled to 
the honor of having the town named for him, yet the name 
of Carpenter's Station was changed to that of Remington, 
in the latter part of the year 1861, and the place has since 
been incorporated and known as Remington. The post- 
office, also, about the same time, assumed the name of 
Remington postoffice. Berney Shaw was Remington's first 
postmaster. The postoffice was kept in the railway depot 
until the establishment of the Bolles store, when it was 
located in this room. Mr. Shaw was also freight agent 
here until 1861, when the freight business was turned over 
to one William Lott, as agent, and the postoffice turned 
over to William H. Shaw, father of Berney Shaw, who 
then retired from both positions. William H. Shaw was 
one of the clerks in the Wm. P. Bolles store, and the two 
positions taken together, compensated him fairly well. The 
Wm. P. Bolles store was conducted by George B. Chappell 
and William H. Shaw. Mr. Bolles did not reside here, 
but was a man of wealth, and furnished the store with all. 
the goods required. His two clerks branched out in other 
kinds of business. They handled coal, bought corn and 
oats, and paid, either in money or goods, in exchange for 
grain. They handled a great deal of corn and oats. They 
built a large double crib for corn where the depot now 
stands, which reached nearly from Indiana to Ohio streets. 
These cribs were filled with ear corn, which was afterward 
shelled by horse power and hauled in wagons and trans- 
ferred to the cars, through the medium of a scoop shovel. 
The greater portion of this corn was shelled and hauled by 
Mr. Dennis Wiggins, of Gilboa, who afterwards became a 
resident of Remington, and remained there only a few 
years. William Irvine built a house on the lot where one 
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of the Jacob Barnes & Co. hay barns now stand. This 
house was intended for a dwelling, but it was used to some 
extent as a business house. Joseph Lewis, of whom we 
have heretofore had occasion to speak, had built a barn on 
the rear end of his lot, and during the year 1862, this barn 
was consumed by fire, together with one horse, which was 
stabled in it. It was the generally accepted theory, as to 
the origin of the fire, that it was the work of an incendiary, 
and the suspicions of the people were directed toward a 
certain individual of the town, who was known to be a very 
tough character. He and Mr. Lewis had not been friendly 
with each other for some time past, and it was supposed 
that the fire was the result of spite, and there was some 
talk of forcing this individual to leave the town, but the 
matter finally died out and was forgotten. This was the 
first fire that ever visited Remington, and it created much 
excitement at the time. 

A man known as Harmon Ravenscroft, who was liv- 
ing at this time (1861) in one of the southern states, and 
about the commencement of the late War of the Rebellion, 
was known to be a Union man, and had refused to join the 
Confederate army. This matter became known to the cit- 
izens here and he was brought from the south to this place 
by our people, he not being provided with the necessary 
funds of his own to bring him here. Those war times were 
stirring times here, especially in the spring of 1861. Peo- 
ple would talk with each other and say: "Why don't you 
go to the war, ./can't." The older ones finally endeavored 
to persuade us younger ones to enlist, and would ask us 
why we would not go. Many of us thought it would be 
great sport, but we were nearly all too young. Finally 
Jacob A. May, myself and Cornelius R. Donnelly said we 
would go, but the officers refused to accept me on account 
of my age. May and Donnelly were accepted and went to 
the front. Henry Lewis and John Curry said they would 
prefer a job on the railway rather than a job from Uncle 
Sam. These boys in due season both secured berths as 
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brakemen for the railway company. Curry was a steady 
boy and attentive to business and held his position as long 
as he desired it. He afterward was employed by the 
Wabash railroad, and soon obtained the position of con- 
ductor on this road. We believe he is yet in the employ 
of the Wabash road. Jacob A. May enlisted in a Pennsyl- 
vania company and regiment, being in the regular service, 
and during one of the battles in which his organization was 
engaged, he was made a prisoner of war and placed in one 
of the southern prisons. He was not permitted to write 
home, and for many months it was believed by his friends 
here that he was dead! He was finally exchanged and 
returned to Remington. He was cordially welcomed back 
by all who knew him, and he concluded to make this his 
future abiding place. There were several persons who 
enlisted into the service from Remington and vicinity, the 
majority being from the country surrounding the town. As 
in other portions of the country, there was a great deal of 
excitement and an unusual amount of ill feeling engendered 
here, by reason of the different views held by the people 
regarding the causes leading up to and the justice of the 
war. There were, however, not many personal conflicts. 
We recall one that occurred between two ladies of this 
place, one of whom was known as Mrs. Allen May and the 
other Miss Josephine Jordan, daughter of John Jordan, Sr. 
This conflict resulted in much hair pulling and great 
destruction of much feminine wearing apparel. Miss Jor- 
dan received the worst of this battle, and was obliged to 
provide herself with a new gown, in which to return home. 
She was much younger than her adversary and not skilled 
in the arts of war, hence her defeat. Notwithstanding the 
war was on, and people generally uneasy and excited, our 
little village continued to grow somewhat. 

Samuel Haver built a small house in Remington to be 
occupied by his wife while he was absent in the service of 
his country. This house is located in the southeast portion 
of the town, and is now owned by Miss Jennie Hinds. 
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Mrs. Samuel Haver occupied it however until her husband 
returned from the army. On the corner of Indiana and 
Railroad streets, and directly opposite M. P. Bolles' store, 
there was built a store room, in which a Mr. William Hop- 
kins established a grocery. He had as a partner with him 
in this enterprise Mr. Lott, the railway agent, who con- 
tinued with him for a time, when he withdrew from the 
partnership concern, and was succeeded by George W. 
Hascall, as Mr. Hopkins' partner in the business. This 
firm handled some grain through the medium of the For- 
dyce warehouse. West of the Babb hotel site, about fifty 
feet, and about where the Ellis saloon is situated, Mr. Wil- 
liam Irwin built a small house and rented it to Kentner & 
Clapp, as a factory in which to manufacture cigars. They 
failed to make a success of the cigar manufacturing busi- 
ness and soon suspended operations. Mr. Kentner soon 
died, and Mr. Clapp was wrecked by overindulgence in 
liquors. Remington still kept moving slowly along. Mr. 
John Miller, a brother of Dr. Samuel Miller, came here and 
settled on the range line in the western part of the town. 
Jacob Shew built a house near the corner of Ohio and 
North streets, immediately north of Exchange Block, in 
the fall of 1 86 1. Mr. Shew had, prior to this time, resided 
in the old section house, and he had boarded the railway 
laborers while living in this property. Thomas Lynch was 
now the section boss. The next man following him in 
this capacity was L. Bartlett, and following Bartlett as 
section foreman was a Mr. William Williams. Mr. 
Williams built and resided in the dwelling house now 
owned by Mrs. Lock wood; he also put in the switch, or 
side-track for the railway company. When his house was 
completed he allowed the young people of the town to 
dedicate it with a social party. During this party one 
of the daughters of Mr. Williams, through over exercise, 
fell in the middle of the floor, having fainted, and during 
the excitement which followed, all supposed that she was 
dead, but in few moments she was returned to conscious- 
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ness, and the amusements of the evening were continued, 
with the play — 

"Happy is the miller who lives by himself, 

As the wheel goes around he is gaining- his wealth,*' etc. 

We will have more to record of the history of this 
Williams house after progressing a little farther. 

The next new comer to put in an appearance in Rem- 
ton was Samson Sheeks, who came to this place from 
Boone county, Indiana. He appeared to think it a great 
credit to have been a citizen of Boone county. He came 
here to relieve Mr. Lott of the railway station agency. 
He was a strong believer in Christianity and urged the peo- 
ple of Remington to assist him in improving the morals of 
the town. He was physically a weak man, being afflcted 
with a cancer on his cheek, which finally carried him away. 
Mr. Sheeks brought with him a man by the name of 
McDaniel, who was his brother-in-law. McDaniel appeared 
to have all kinds of ill luck. Domestic troubles with his 
wife until they separated, their children siding in with 
their mother, and against him. The family was composed 
of two boys and one girl. Mr. Sheeks took a great interest 
in these children, and made a place for the elder boy, 
"Neil," in the railway office, where he soon became quite 
proficient in the details of the office, and with the pen, and 
very soon he performed nearly all the duties of the office. 
Mr. McDaniel labored around town at anything he could 
find to do, which afforded him only a scanty living, 
and finally was run over by a car and had one of his legs 
broken. Dr. Longhridge of Rensselaer, Dr. Miller, Dr. 
Pierce and another doctor from Wolcott, were called to 
Mr. Sheeks' house, where the patient had been taken, to 
either set the broken member or remove it. He was 
placed under the influence of chloroform, and either the 
chloroform or the great shock to his system resulted in his 
death. Mr. McDaniel had built on the lot now owned and 
occupied by Walter Gunn, our hardware man. Mrs. 
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McDaniel lived there with her family for several years 
after the death of her husband. Shortly before the death 
of Mr. Sheeks, he had turned the station agency business 
over to his nephew, Neal McDaniel, who, although being 
quite young, made an excellent agent. In 1862 the tele- 
graph line was established here, and the railway company 
sent an oparator here to instruct Neal in the art of telegra- 
phy. This man was a cripple, and his name was Eaton. 
Neal mastered the art of telegraphy in about six weeks, 
to such a degree that he could receive and dispatch 
messages, with as much facility and ease as many an 
older and more experienced operator. His younger brother, 
William, had no aspirations to work or make himself use- 
ful in any way, for some time, but finally he did to some 
extent learn the telegraphers' business, and in later years he 
became an expert operator/ Mary McDaniel, their sister, 
was also an expert with the pen, and took first prize in 
a penmanship contest at the close of the writing school of 
Elden E. Lockwood. This writing school was the first 
ever taught in Remington. Other members of the school 
were dissatisfied, on account of the prize having been 
awarded to Miss McDaniel, arguing that inasmuch as she 
did not commence taking lessons until the school was about 
halt over, that she was not entitled to it. Yet she received 
it. This prize was simply a fancy bit of penmanship con- 
taining all the names of members of the class, and was the 
work of the teacher, Mr. Lockwood. This writing school 
was taught in the then new school house, in Reming- 
ton, in the year 1 864. The first day school that was ever 
taught in Remington was in the winter of 1863-4, and we 
will speak of this school more particularly, further on. 

The next man to locate in Remington was one Cain 
Marion. He had no particular avocation, but was consid- 
ered merely a day laborer. Daniel C. Viers bought a 
quarter section of land cornering with our town plat on the 
southeast. He built a small house on this land just 
across the creek. He was an excellent citizen, and a firm 
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believer in Christianity. He labored faithfully to lead our 
people from their errors and into the path of righteousness. 
His arrival here was timely, and much good was accom- 
plished by him in leading sinners to repentance. He com- 
menced to improve his farm at once, and the following 
spring he engaged also in herding cattle south of his farm, 
which was all an open prairie at that time. He appeared 
to be quite prosperous, and he enjoyed the good will 
and esteem of all with whom he had become acquainted. 
He arrived here in 1863 and his labors continued without 
interruption until after the building of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church edifice. 

The next on our list of new arrivals we note Mr. 
Thomas Murphy, who had resided in this locality prior to 
this, his second coming. He had moved to Kansas, but 
returned here in 1861, and in the spring of 1862, 
he built a house, which is now the residence of William 
Draper. Mr. Murphy was a brother-in-law of William 
and John Jordan, Sr. , and was an uncle of the Jordans who 
are still living in this neighborhood. He was also a chris- 
tian gentleman, but judging from a financial point of view 
he was not a success, probably owing to his over indul- 
gence in the "ardent." He had also one son who became 
a citizen of our town, who built a residence of small dimen- 
sions just west of the present home of Mr. William H. 
Shaw. His christian name was Marion. Both of the 
Murphy families removed again to the State of Kansas 
many years ago, having concluded that Kansas was a much 
better country than this. 

The reader should bear in mind that Remington was 
not, during these years, lacking for whisky and other intoxi- 
cants, although the parties dealing in liquors had no retail 
license, nor even a Government license; they simply carried 
on a kind of moon -shine business. There were plenty 
of places where it could be had, in the west, north and 
south side of the town; thus it is clearly to be seen that the 
first settlers of Remington, and the surrounding community, 
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were not obliged to go thirsty, yet there was a very strong 
feeling of temperance among the ladies of Remington,, 
although they were quiet for the first six or eight years, 
but finally they awakened to the necessity and importance 
of the occasion, and formed a temperance club, framing a 
constitution and adopting by-laws, and vows for the 
reformation of the people of the place which was to be 
accomplished on lines understood only by them, the club or 
temperance order being in the main a secret institution. 
Mr. Timothy O'Connor moved to Remington in the 
year 1862. He was an assistant section foreman on our 
railway, and his coming here was to assume charge of the 
section; he had previously been employed by the company. 
At the time he moved here the railway track was in a very 
bad condition, and it required several men to keep the 
track in such condition that trains could safely pass over it. 
Mr. O'Connor lived in the section house for some years, 
and attended promptly to his duties as section foreman. 
He appeared to prosper, and finally he quit the railway 
business and engaged in the grocery and liquor busi- 
ness. Mr. O'Connor secured the trade of all the railway 
employes, and he enjoyed the patronage of a great many 
other people residing in Remington, and for many miles in 
the surrounding country. He was fairly prosperous finan- 
cially, and he built a grocery store room, on the southeast 
corner of the block lying immediately north of his private 
residence. He saved hi£ money and invested it in other 
lots in the village, upon some of which he built small 
but substantial houses. The first house he built was his 
dwelling, which he built in 1865, on the same lot on which 
the section house was located; he next built his grocery 
store, just north of his dwelling, as above stated, and in a 
few years he built two dwelling houses west of his grocery 
store, and on the southwest corner of the same block. He 
afterward bought a small tract of land adjoining Reming- 
ington on the west, on the Goodland road. He engaged in 
raising cattle and hogs, and farmed in a small way. He 
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was well fixed to live, having made the most of his money 
in the railway business. In the year 1878 he moved his 
store to the corner of Ohio and Railway streets, where 
it still remains. Mr. O'Connor was taken suddenly ill 
about the first of May, 1887, and about three days after- 
ward he died, and was buried in Logansport, Indiana. 
His two sons, Daniel and Dennis, have, since his death, car- 
ried on the business, and are one of the most prosperous 
firms in the town of Remington. 

During the year 1862, the War of the Rebellion being 
now in active progress, our people were in great doubt as 
to the result, and were sorely troubled because of their 
inability to raise their quota of soldiers for the service, 
as required by the army officials. Our people were continu- 
ally asking each other why he did not enlist into the 
service of his country, and, to be sure, every man had 
an excuse which he considered reasonable, why he could 
not go. All were hoping and praying that the war would 
speedily close, none even dreaming, that it would continue 
so long as it did. Yet some one would occasionally locate 
in Remington. The next to come being a Thomas White, 
who located a hotel on the ground upon which the Ex- 
change Block now stands. In 1863 he had his building 
completed, and it was at once thrown open for the accom- 
modation of the traveling public, etc. It was convenient 
to the depot, and much needed. He built a barn on 
the lot west of his hotel, and leased it for a livery barn to 
William Haver, the old auctioneer, who had moved to 
town. Mr. Haver had a short time previous to this, 
established a livery business in a small way, in a barn 
on the lot where Esq. Miller then lived. He had built 
during the summer there, just north of where Moses 
French now resides, but moved to this barn built by Mr. 
White, in order to be near the hotel. Mr. Haver was the 
first man to engage in the livery business in Remington. 
He also bought and shipped the first car load of hogs ever 
shipped in a car from Remington. He did this in i860. 
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In i860 Mr. Haver was a well-to-do farmer, and in 1863 
he moved into Remington, and in connection with his 
livery business, he engaged in shipping stock, and trading 
in horses and buggies, and also followed the profession of 
an auctioneer. He was always ready for a trade of any 
kind. He finally sold his livery business to Thomas Harris. 
He had previously built a barn of, his own. This barn 
is occupied by Jacob S. Barnes & Co. , for the purpose of 
storing hay. It has heretofore been used for various 
purposes. It has been occupied by Mr. J. Lock for general 
purposes, by Mr. O. B. Mclntire as an ice house, by Mr. 
John Pugh as a blacksmith shop, by Robert S. Shearer, as 
grist mill, and by Royalty & Ryan as a grist mill, it now 
being occupied, as stated above, by J. S. Barnes & Co., as 
a hay barn. 

Mr. Jacob Shew built a house here in the year 
1862, on the first corner of the Durand block. He was 
sawing wood for the railway company when he built this 
house. In this house was held the first religious services 
ever held in Remington, the minister's name being John 
Wood, who preached the first sermon. Uncle William H. 
Shaw organized the first Sabbath school ever organized in 
Remington. It was held in the railway depot, and the 
writer was a regular attendant at this Sabbath school. Mr. 
Shaw was, and still is, strong in the faith of Jesus Christ as 
the Savior of mankind. When the school house was built 
Sabbath school was held there, and Mr. Shaw took a 
great interest in this Sunday school and the pupils. We 
trust that through his example and teaching, that many 
persons have been made better men and women. 

In the spring of 1862 a Mr Charles Crompton, who 
was a shoemaker, located in Remington; he rented the 
front room of Joseph Lewis' business house and started in 
to making and repairing boots and shoes. He was a 
young man and unmarried — he was the first shoemaker 
to locate in Remington — he did not remain a great while 
here, and was succeeded by one Vinal Williams, who was 
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a married man, with a family of children. His wife was a 
picture artist, and they thereby established themselves in 
the two different branches of business. This was the first 
picture gallery in Remington, and was located up stairs in 
the building built by John Fisher, which was near the 
present site of Cheek's meat market, and was built about 
1864. D. V. Garrison, who was also an early arrival, 
started a harness shop. He was a good workman and had 
his shop upstairs in part of the Donnelley house; Donnelley 
had, however, started the first harness shop. We had Mr. 
Garrison to strap a pair of skates for us about the first 
work he did after locating here. From time immemorial it 
has been the habit of young people, at least a great 
majority of them, instead of improving their opportunities 
for usefulness in middle and later life, to idle their time 
away, or pass it away in useless and frivolous sport. The 
early history of Remington proves that it was no exception 
to this rule. Myself, with perhaps half a dozen other boys 
of the town would, instead of being engaged in some use- 
ful avocation, or reading useful books, in the summer sea- 
son, spend our time in idleness along the creek, and in the 
winter season we still would be found there, skating, or 
loafing in the business houses of the town. This was all 
time worse than wasted by us, and we can all now appreci- 
ate our failures. We should remember that time is very 
precious, and that there is never but one moment at once, 
and when that is gone it never returns. We should 
improve this time as we journey along life's pathway, 
thereby gaining a knowledge of many things, for we are 
taught that knowledge is power. The young should 
improve their time. The opportunities offered the young 
people, for strong useful knowledge are now an hundred 
fold greater than they were in the early history of Reming- 
ton. The school term then was only of three months 
duration, and only one teacher was employed to teach the 
entire school. Then only four or five branches (being all 
common branches) were taught. There were only six 
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branches taught in the first so called high school, and these 
all taught in one small room. In 1870 there was an addi- 
tion built to our school house, and the school was then 
graded and three teachers were employed. This was 
accomplished about the time the town of Remington was 
incorporated — up to 1870 the school was merely a town- 
ship school, and under the control of the Trustee of Carpen- 
ter Township. After incorporation of the town and the 
selection of Town and School Trustees of the town, the 
schools were graded and put under the control of the 
Board of School Trustees. The first School Trustees 
were Samuel C. Maxwell, William Railsback and Geo. B. 
Clark. In the summer of 1863 the people of Carpenter 
Township built a frame school house in the town of Rem- 
ton, across the street in a southwesterly direction from the 
present site of our beautiful and commodious school build- 
ing. That old school house contained just one room. In 
the fall of that year the patrons of this school employed 
Geo. W. Hascall to teach the first school ever taught in 
Remington, some of the pupils coming from the country. 
This school had an average attendance of about twenty 
scholars. Their names, as we now remember them, were 
. as follows: Jacob A. May, Sarah May, Mary Shaw, Frank 
Shaw, James Royalty, William Royalty, Maggie Miller, 
John Curry, Martha Curry, Jane Curry, Henry Lewis, 
Jane Lewis, Eliza Ravenscroft, Henry Lipprant, Sophronia 
Lipprant, John Jordan, Samuel Jordan, Josephine Jordan, 
Maggie Oyler, Gertrude Troutman. These constituted the 
first school of Remington, and it was conceded by all that 
George W. Hascall was a success as a teacher. He was 
firm and sufficiently qualified to make a success. When 
the teacher happened to be absent for a short time we 
generally did as we liked. We got along very well up to 
that cold New Year's day (January 1, 1864), but on that 
day we did not have school, as it was too cold for any one 
to get to the school house. That was said to be the cold- 
est day ever known in the county. 
8 
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In 1863, John N. Beal and his brother, William Beal, 
both built houses, and moved into the town of Remington, 
from the country three or four miles northwest from the town. 
One of their houses stood on the lot now owned and occu- 
pied by John E. Hollett, and the other on the lot owned 
and occupied by Mrs. C. Hardy, west of the Presbyterian 
church. John Schaffer, a carpenter, came to Remington 
in 1863. He commenced work at once at his trade. He 
built more houses in Remington than any other one car- 
penter that ever worked in the town. He was a contractor 
with a gang of helpers, being all excellent mechanics. He 
had as assistants, Esq. Miller and H. Ravenscroft. He was 
a good man and easy to get along with. It took him only 
a short time to put up a fair sized house, but the majority 
of the houses built then were on the smaller order. He 
built a house for Geo. B. Chappell as his residence in the 
grove, and he also built one for Esq. Miller, being the 
second house for Esq. Miller in the town. He built one 
also for Dennis Wiggins. J. H. Miller sold his first house 
and Mr. Shaffer built him a second one. When Mr. 
Wiggins built, he moved into his new house and his son- 
in-law, Mr. Christian Hensler, moved into his old one — 
this about the year 1866. Mr. Hensler remained there a 
short time, or until he moved out into the country on his 
farm, where he still resides. While Mr. Wiggins lived in 
Remington he was engaged in the lumber trade. He took 
hands from here and went to the town of Walton and cut 
the timber, and had the logs sawed into lumber there, 
which he had shipped to Remington. This was Reming- 
ton's first lumber yard. Up to this time all the lumber 
brought here was ordered as it was required to build with, 
and perhaps some for fencing purposes. A Mr. Searight 
did a small lumber business here, his modus operandi 
being to take orders for lumber and then go to Walton 
and purchase what his order called for and ship it back 
here. He also handled coal to some extent, and did a 
grain business, in the Fordyce elevators' for a short time. 
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But Mr. Shaffer still continued in the carpenter business. 
He built the house formerly owned by Mr. E. L. Dibell, in 
the south part of the original plat of the village. He next 
built the house formerly known as the M. E. parsonage, 
now owned by Mr. P. H. Lalley. He then again built for 
his own occupancy the residence now owned and occupied 
by Mr. John J. Porter, at the north end of Ohio street, in 
the year 1871. He was the leading house builder and con- 
tractor of the town. His shop was on the lot where the 
Bank of Remington is now located. This shop was built 
in 1864. Shaffer was elected as a member of the Board 
of Town Trustees in 1877. He took an active interest in 
the welfare of the town, and labored zealously for its im- 
provement; he was re-elected Trustee for several succeed- 
ing terms, and held the office for a longer continuous time 
than, perhaps, any other man who has held the office of 
Town Trustee. He built more houses for himself, and 
others, and made more improvements in Remington than 
any other carpenter that ever did business here, up to the 
year 1888. Soon after his arrival here, he wrote for his 
brother-in-law, Mr. John K. Stoudt, to come and assist 
him in his work. Mr. Stoudt consented to come, and in 
the year 1866, he arrived here and commenced work at 
once with Mr. Shaffer. Mr. Stoudt was a wagon maker 
by trade, but was a carpenter as well. He quit the car- 
penter business finally, and confined his labors to the 
making and repairing of wagons, buggies, farm machinery, 
etc. Mr. Stoudt has at this time amassed a competency 
of this world's goods, but he is still engaged at his trade. 
He has also held the office of Town Trustee for several 
terms. John K. Stoudt built a small shop on Indiana 
street, in 1868, in which to wojk, and in 1871, he bought 
a dwelling house from his brother-in-law, Mr. Shaffer. 
Mr. Stoudt sold the residence he had purchased, and 
bought again on the north bank of the creek, in the south 
part of town, and a good residence house there, during the 
year 1876. He lived there from 1876 to the present time. 
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He was also the undertaker here for fifteen or twenty 
years, but has been succeeded in that line of business by 
John F. Major. 

In the year 1888, some of the sports of Remington 
conceived the idea of organizing a boxing club, which was 
done, and H. Paxton was selected as teacher for the 
amateurs. The members of this club were — Phil. Conrad, 
Charles Harrington, Mala Garrison, Charles Shew, Brit. 
Hawn, Andrew W. Hawn, James Frame, Charles Smith, 
Edward Lock, William Morris, Frank Haver and Edward 
Royalty. The object of this organization was to acquire 
the science of pugilism, and for the amusement there 
might be found in it. Some of the boys became quite 
proficient in this science, and were ready to put on the 
gloves at any time. Mr. Paxton claims to have commenced 
his training as a boxer in 1868, just for the sport attached 
to it, and that he followed it up until he came to Remington, 
and as before stated he organized this club in 1888. In a 
short time this club, or most of the members of it, consid- 
ered themselves experts, and were willing to be recognized 
as scientists in this line by the outside world, and were 
ready to meet any person or other club in a friendly con- 
test of skill with soft gloves. 

Mr. Harris, father of our townsman, Thomas Harris, 
came to this place from Maryland in an early day, and 
located two or three miles north of Remington. He died 
in 1868, leaving surviving him a large family of children, 
nearly all of whom were grown, consisting of three sons 
and six daughters. He was well to do, and left the family 
a good farm, which the heirs sold, and moved into the town 
of Remington, in 1878 — that is, the widow and all of the 
unmarried children; some were married and doing business 
for themselves. The oldest daughter was married to Mr. 
George Sage in 1862. Mr. Sage died several years ago, 
and the widow has married a Mr. Fenwick. They now 
reside in Jordan Township, about ten miles northwest of 
Remington. Mr. Harris' second daughter married Walker 
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Sage, a brother of George W. Sage. Walker moved into 
Remington in 1 867, and built a. house on the west side of 
the Range Line Road the same year, and moved into it. 
He continued to live there until his death, which occurred 
in 1884. His widow became wedded again in the year 
1888 to a Mr. Spurgeon. After their marriage they sold 
their property and moved to Fort Wayne for a while, 
when they again returned to Remington, where Mrs. 
Spurgeon soon afterward died. The third daughter of Mr. 
Harris married Isaac Westfall, who was a farmer at the 
time, and lived on a part of the Harris farm until his eyes 
failed him and he became so blind that he could see to 
do nothing, when he also bought a small place in, and moved 
to Remington. Thomas Harris, the oldest son, was a 
farmer in his youthful days, but he married young, and 
after his marriage he bought out the livery business of 
William Haver, and moved into Remington. He made 
this purchase from William Haver in the year 1868, and 
sold it out again to Messrs. Piatton & Shipman during the 
year 1870. 

During the years 1872 and 1873 the liquor dealers of 
Remington carried on their business through many trials 
and tribulations. The temperance people, being generally 
composed of the ladies of the town, came to the conclusion 
that the sale of liquors should ceases in Remington, and 
accordingly they organized a temperance club consisting of 
twelve or fifteen people, with Mrs. Martha Cherry, as the 
leader. This club was composed of Miss. M. P. Bolles, 
Miss Mary Blood, Mrs. Wm. Draper, Mrs. Lycurgus 
Rawls, Mrs. Geo. B. Chappell, Mrs. Mary Haver, Mrs. 
Samuel Bowman, Mrs. Samuel Black and Mr. Samuel, 
Black and Mr. Samuel Bowman, with several more, but 
the above took the lead in the matter. These parties 
called on the saloon men and requested them to close their 
places of business, but their request was not heeded, and 
therefore, armed with axes, they proceeded to the front of 
J. H. Fountain's saloon, broke it in and emptied all his 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 REMINGTON AND VICINITY. 

liquors on the floor and demolished all his glasses. Foun- 
tain did not offer resistence, but let them have it all their 
own way. In the fall of 1865, Allen May, having returned 
from the army and being out of employment, he engaged 
in the saloon business, and in the spring of 1866 he made 
an application for license to retail liquor in Remington. 
The license was granted to him, this being the first retail, 
or licensed saloon in the town of Remington. He had 
much to contend against, as the temperance people were 
making him all the trouble for them possibly to do, and 
being continually harrassed, he sold out in the spring of 
1867, to Ambrose Ford, who at once made application for 
a retail license; the ministers of the churches procured a 
remonstrance and circulated it, securing over one hundred 
signatures, and when this remonstrance was presented to 
the Board of Commissioners it had the effect to defeat Mr. 
Ford's application. However, he continued to do business 
under his license from the General Government, selling his 
goods by the quart. Mr. Ford's place of business was the 
same that May had occupied, and was on the site of Mr. 
McDougle's general merchandise store. In the following 
spring Lewis A. Ford made an application for a license to 
retail liquors, and the temperance element having to 
some extent subsided, his application was approved by the 
Commissioners and he was granted his license to retail. 
Mr. William Irwin had built a small house northwest of 
Exchange Block, which he leased to Ford, who established 
his saloon therein. This saloon again aroused the temper- 
ance people, and being determined to stop the sale of 
liquors here, they proceeded to destroy the saloon by fire, 
besides doing other damage. There being a large con- 
course of people present, the fire was subdued. Mr. Ford 
becoming alarmed concluded to throw up his license, which 
he finally did, and quit the saloon business altogether. 
He never attempted the business in Remington again. He 
was, however, soon followed in the business by Jared H. 
Fountain, who met with the misfortune of having his 
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liquors emptied out and his glasses destroyed, at the hands 
of the ladies, in 1872, as hereinbefore chronicled. Jared H. 
Fountain Game to Remington in 1866. He brought a man 
with him, known as Samuel Flowers; they were both deal- 
ers in horses, but as dealing in horses at that time was not 
a very paying business, Fountain concluded to engage in 
the liquor business, locating on the south side of Railroad 
street, opposite the depot, where Mr. C. Cheek's meat 
market is located. He carried on the business under Gov- 
ernment license for some time, but in 1877 he finally 
secured a retail license, and continued to run his business 
a few years under the retail license system. Finally the 
ladies of the town concluded that he rhould have no more 
retail license, and defeated him; but he continued in the 
business under Government license, or the quart system. 
He finally bought on the opposite side of Railroad street, 
where Dr. Payne's barber shop now stands, and built a 
saloon and residence, where he continued for some years 
longer in the business. The temperance women, aided by 
some of their male friends, continued to annoy him so 
long as he remained in the business. It was about this 
time that Mr. Fountain met with the visitation of that 
delegation of ladies, heretofore mentioned, that created 
such havoc with his liquors, and other property. The 
female portion of the community were determined that the 
sale of liquors in Remington should entirely cease, and to 
this end, as before stated, they organized themselves into a 
temperance club, the objects to be attained being the entire 
extermination of the liquor traffic in this town peaceably if 
possible, but forcibly, if it could not be accomplished in 
any other way. It could not, as was shown, hence they 
resorted to forcible measures, and succeeded in doing Mr. 
. Fountain a considerable financial damage, but all this did 
not suppress the traffic in Remington. There has not 
been a day since the incorporation of the town of Reming- 
ton that the traffic in intoxicating liquors has not been 
carried on within the boundary limits of the town. 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 REMINGTON AND VICINITY. 

In the year 1866, Mi\ John Burger moved into the 
town of Remington, and at once launched into the lumber- 
business, which he carried on exclusively for a time, but 
afterward combined the lumber business with that of wood 
and coal. He continued to do business in these lines of 
trade until the year 1891. But previously to this time, he 
was interested in the banking business, with his brother- 
in-law, Mr. Robert Parker, they having established the 
Bank of Remington, in Remington, Indiana. In 1891, 
Mr. Burger sold out his lumber, wood and coal business to 
the Jasper County Lumber Co. Mr. Burger was prosper- 
ous in all his enterprises, and has probably made and saved 
more money than any other one man who ever did business 
in the town. He assisted our grain men with his money 
when they were in need of it. His family consists of him- 
self, wife and one son and one daughter — Fred and 
Blanche. Mr. Burger has given his son all the advantages 
of a college education, and will no doubt be equally liberal 
with his daughter. His daughter, Blanche, is several years 
younger than the son Fred, and she is at present attending 
the schools of Remington. Mr. Burger at one time was 
the owner of a large and fine body of land lying east of 
Remington, on either side of the line dividing Jasper 
and White counties, which constituted two excellent 
farms. The farm in White county was sold in the year 
1889 and that in Jasper county he sold in 1892. Before 
selling this latter farm he had the misfortune of losing his 
fine barn which was on it, it being struck by lightning, 
and burned to the ground, with seven tons of hay, some 
harness, and a team of horses. He soon replaced this 
barn with a new one. After selling this latter farm, Mr. 
Burger bought another consisting of one hundred and sixty 
acres, about one-half mile northwest of the town of Rem- 
ington. This is an excellent farm, and it is said that it is 
the best tiled farm in Jasper county. He has lately built a 
new barn on this farm also. 

The firm of Ellis Bros., composed of James F. Ellis 
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and A. Ellis established themselves in the saloon business 
in Remington, about the year 1877. They had one fire 
to contend with, which originated in their saloon, which 
was destroyed, as well as all the business buildings between 
the hotel on the east, and the stone and brick building on 
the west. The Ellises met with some opposition although 
their place of business has always been conducted as nearly 
in accordance with the law, as it is possible to do. Mr. 
J. O. B. McDougle owned three lots, that were made 
vacant by this fire. He at once commenced to rebuild. 
He first built the house now occupied by the C. W. Harner 
restaurant, and moved into it. He next put up the build- 
ing now occupied by James F. Ellis as a saloon; Mr. Ellis 
has occupied this place from the time it was first built 
until the present. Mr. McDougle, also, then proceeded to 
build his third house, which he soon had completed, and 
into this he moved a stock of general meachandise, and 
has remained in this business ever since. Jasper county 
was originally inhabited by a tribe of Indians known by 
their tribal name as Iroquois. They were removed from 
this territory some years after the battle of Tippecanoe was 
fought. The first white man in the southern portion of 
Jasper county to leave any record was a Mr. Carpenter, a 
hunter, mention having been made of him, in the opening 
chapters of this work; he came in a very early day, and 
was frozen to death, and buried in the grove that was 
named for him. It is said that so far back as 1832 a Mr. 
Thomas Murphy came here and settled in Carpenter's 
Grove. He had taken a claim there, and, sometime after- 
ward he sold this claim to Uncle John Jordan. All this 
country at that time, or nearly all of it, had been surveyed 
by the Government Surveyor, and classed by them as 
swamp lands, a great portion of the prairies being 
covered with water. The first house was built in the 
grove by Murphy in 1832. The second was built by a Mr. 
Shewey, on the Mount E. Jordan place, at the northwest 
end of Carpenter's Grove. The section house was the 
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first house built in Carpenter Station, in 1859. In i860 
the railway was called the Logansport, Peoria & Burlington 
Railway. The first depot was built just north of the 
built Hathaway elevators in 1 860. The first water tank was 
opposite the center of the railway bridge across Carpenter's 
creek in i860. The first telegraph operator here was 
Cornelius McDaniel, who learned the art in the station 
agent's office; Sampson Sheeks was at the time the 
agent. The telegraph wires were put up in 1865. The 
second wires were put up in 1882. The first express 
agent was Geo. W. Hascall. The first child born here, 
was Nancy R. Shew, a daughter of Jacob Shew. The 
first woman killed by accident was the wife of Peter Kelley, 
killed in 1862. The first man to lose his life by reason of 
a railway accident was J. McDaniel, in the year 1867. 
The first and only person to commit suicide was Mrs. O. 
W. Church, who hanged herself with a halter in the year 
1889. The first brick business house was built by one 
Ephraim Angelmeier, in 1870. The first church edifice 
was built here by the Presbyterian congregation in the 
year 1865. The first dwelling house in Remington was 
built by Thomas Woods, in the year i860. The first 
business house in Remington was built by Mr. George B. 
Clark, in the year i860, and in this building was kept a 
small grocery store. The first freight agent in Remington 
was Mr. Beronie Shaw, and he was also the postmaster 
for the town. The first dry goods and general assortment 
store for Remington, was established by a Mr. Bolles, the 
business being conducted by George B. Chappell and 
William H. Shaw. The first man to engage in the sale of 
intoxicating liquors in the town of Remington was Mr. 
Joseph Lewis, who established a liquor house here in the 
year i860. The first man to engage in the hotel keeping 
business here was a Mr. Thomas White, who built what 
was known as the Nevada House in 1 864, and he occupied 
it as a hotel for some time after Jesse H. Fordyce purchased 
from the United States the land that is now the site of 
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Remington. This church was built about the close of the 
War of the Rebellion, when building materials were very 
high and labor hard to secure. These facts, however, did 
not deter the organization from consummating the work 
undertaken and the church was completed, being 30x50 
feet in dimensions; the main door at front enterance being 
toward the west. In the year 1886, this church was 
reparied, or rather it was rebuilt, and the front entrance 
was changed to the south, and by this arrangement more 
room was secured. Rev. Samuel Searight was the first 
pastor for this congregation, but he only remained one 
year, when his charge was taken by the Rev. W. A. 
iPatton, in 1866. He only remained one year, and the 
charge was again accepted by Rev. Samuel Searight, in 
1867. The next minister was Rev. Levi Hughes. Mr. 
Hughes had in his earlier life met with the misfortune of 
total deafness, which was a great annoyance, and obstacle 
in his way, this misfortune finally resulting in his death. 
His wife had been away from home on a visit, and Mr. 
Hughes expecting her return on a certain train, started 
for the depot to meet her; as he was walking in the direc- 
tion of the depot on the railway track near the stock yards, 
the train which was coming the same direction in which he 
was going, overtook and ran over him, crushing the life 
out of him almost instantly. Being deaf he could not hear 
the warning bell or whistle from the engine, he therefore 
lost his life. This occured on the 14th day of February, 
1 87 1. He had been pastor of the church something over 
two years, when this sad accident occurred. He had 
been well beloved by the congregation. The next pastor 
was Rev. Wm. Campbell, who succeeded Rev. Hughes, 
and remained until the fall of 1873, and was in turn suc- 
ceeded by Rev. J. B. Crow, who remained one year, being 
succeeded by Rev. R. T. Adams, who retired at the close 
of the year 1875, an( * the pastorate was then again sup- 
plied with the Rev. J. B. Crow, who remained with the 
charge for many years. Rev. J. B. Crow served in the 
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capacity of pastor for this church, in all, fourteen years, 
thirteen of which were contiuous. He was very much 
beloved by his entire congregation and all other persons 
with whom he came in contact. His salary averaged him 
in the neighborhood of eight hundred dollars per year. 
A great many people called on Mr. Crow when in need oi 
a minister of the Gospel. The congregation finally came 
to the conclusion that it required a younger man, and in 
1888, Mr. Crow took his departure to the Southern part of 
Indiana, where he remained only a short time, when he 
was called to one of the southwestern territories to preach 
to and teach the Indians, where he still remains. Rev. 
Karnes was his successor here, but only remained one year, 
and on his retirement from the charge he was succeeded by 
Rev. Levi Foster, who was very unsatisfactory to many; 
he soon retired, and soon afterward he was adjudged insane 
by a commission, and sent to the Insane asylum at Logans- 
port, Ind., where he died in 1893. Rev. Foster was 
succeeded by Rev. Mr. Crozier, who was well advanced in 
years, but gave general satisfaction. He had been active 
in church matters nearly all his life, having organized 
many churches in his earlier days. Mr. Crozier was taken 
violently ill after he had been here about half his time, 
and died very suddenly. He was taken to Illinois for inter- 
ment. He was succeeded here by the Rev. S. McKee, 
who came to take charge of the church in 1892. Mr. 
McKee is a very pleasant gentleman, an able minister, and 
gives very general satisfaction to his flock. He is still the 
pastor of the church at Remington. This church, ever 
since its first organization, has apparently moved steadily 
along, without being disturbed with strife or dissensions of 
any character, pursuing the even tenor of its way, whereby 
it has been the means of accomplishing great good through- 
out the community, and is yet in the condition to accom- 
plish much more for humanity in the future. 

The first Justice of the Peace for Carpenter township 
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was John H. Miller, who held his office in Remington in 
1863. 

The first man to engage in the furniture business in Rem- 
ington was Mr. Cornelius Donnelley, who launched out in this 
business in 1868; he was a young man who had been 
reared in Remington, or principally so. He had been a 
pupil in the second, third, fourth and fifth schools 
taught in the town of Remington, but after his school days 
were over he engaged in the furuiture business spoken of 
above. He had been engaged in business for some time, 
and his stock had run down to a great extent, and accordinly 
he made arrangements to lay in a new supply of goods, 
but- his finances being limited, he went to his various 
friends and borrowed from them, in sums ranging from ten 
to one hundred dollars, for few days only, and on his 
verbal obligation to repay the amounts in a few days. 
After receiving all he could gather in this way he proceeded 
to purchase more furniture. Mr. Donnelley had probably 
been gone away from Remington one week, or perhaps ten 
days, when his creditors, not seeing anything of him, and 
knowing that he had had ample time to make his purchases 
and return, began to become restless on account of his 
prolonged absence. They called on his wife for informa- 
tion as to his whereabouts, but she could not, or at least 
did not give them any satisfaction as to where he was. 
They finally arrived at the conclusion that he had left the 
country for good, and those that had loaned him money 
were very uneasy. They finally made out their several 
claims against him, and placed them in the hands of a 
justice for settlement. The justice issued the necessary 
papers, and placed them in the hands of a constable. Mr. 
Donnelley had locked up his store, and gone to Lafayette 
and from there to Indianapolis, on business, as he claimed. 
The constable, in the mean time, had taken possession of 
his store, and Donnelley 's wife had so informed him, but 
he paid no attention to it, and remained away until he was 
ready to return. He was probably enjoying himself during 
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his absence, at least the people came to that conclusion 
afterward, and believed that his wife understood it all, but did 
not care to throw any light on the case. But finally when 
Mr. Donnelley arrived home he found that his store had 
been broken open and his furniture had been sold and dis- 
posed of to the parties from whom he had borrowed the 
money, to satisfy the lenders* several claims. The consta- 
ble, having the legal authority, had opened the store room, 
and thereby made it possible for Donnelley's creditors to 
secure or satisfy their several claims, some being ten, 
twenty, twenty-five, fifty and a hundred dollars. About 
all of his creditors had received their pay in goods. He 
appeared to be very much surprised on his arrival at this 
state of affairs, but it afterward developed that he was 
more than satisfied, for the reason that his creditors had 
paid high prices for all the goods taken. Mr. Donnelley 
sold the residue of his stock to Geo. F. Bloom in 1871, 
and then removed to Arkansas from here. 

The firm of Hathaway Bros, bought the warehouse of 
Mr. Cornelius Donnelley in 1872, and the former at once 
began to remodel it by building it larger in every way, and 
higher. They also placed in the house a steam engine, 
the first engine run by steam that had ever been placed in 
a warehouse in Remington. This warehouse was the one 
originally known as the Roberts warehouse. Our people 
thought an engine something wonderful in these days. 
Hathaway brothers proceeded at once to convert this ware- 
house into a ejist mill, and they put in a set of burrs, 
which were quite suitable for grinding Indian corn. This 
mill did a great amount of grinding, and it was generally 
conceded that it did its work well and was a blessing to the 
community. The Hathaway Brothers also built a hay barn 
near the railway and on the range line. This hay barn 
was located near the present barns of Patrick H. Maguire. 
That barn was used by the Hathaway Bros, for several 
years. 

In the spring of 1861, Milton Beal built a small 
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house on the corner of First South and Range Line streets, 
on the lot now owned and occupied by James F. Ellis. 
Mr. Beal moved into this house but did not remain there 
very long, until he sold out and moved to the west. Mr. 
Beal had a sister-in-law who was a widow lady, that 
moved into Remington about this time. Shortly after she 
came to town, she met Dr. Saml. Miller, who was a 
widower. This couple at once formed an attachment for 
each other, and in a very few months they were married. 
Dr. Miller then built the house in which they moved, 
which was in later years known as the Presbyterian par- 
sonage. He built this in 1866. Dr. Miller did not 
remain in Remington very long. He sold out and imme- 
diately located at Winona, Minn., where some years 
later he died. His brother, John Miller, also moved from 
here to Rensselaer, where he was elected as County Sur- 
veyor. He was afflcted with consumption. He also passed 
away several years ago. 

In the spring of 1862 Mr. Aaron Hartman came to 
Carpenter township, and settled in the Ravenscroft neigh- 
borhood, his first farm cornering with that of Mr. Ravens- 
croft. He only lived there a few years, when he sold this 
place to Mr. William Irwin, but he immediately bought 
again in the same neighborhood, but a little nearer town. 
Mr. Hartman, by close attention to his farming business, 
hard work, and economy, managed to acquire considerable 
property, and save some money. He was one of our 
foremost farmers, and an excellent man. He was a chris- 
tian gentleman, and a diligent worker in the cause of 
Christ, being a member in the Presbyterian church, in 
Remington. His family consisted of three sons and five 
daughters, all of whom are grown and married. Mr. 
Hartman, for some years past had been afflicted with a 
disease known to the medical fraternity as cancer of the 
stomach, which caused his death some time during the 
year 1890 or '91, at his home on the farm. 

In 1864, Mr» Ralph Cherry and his family settled in 
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the Ravenscroft neighborhood. Mr. Cherry settled on and 
improved the farm now known as the Thomas Collins 
farm, owned at present by a son of Thomas Collins, 
named William. Mr. Cherry did not add a great deal to 
the history of this community for the reason that he only 
remained there a very few years, having sold out his inter- 
ests and removed to Nebraska, in the vicinity of Hastings. 
The Bates family also settled in the same neighborhood, 
just south of the Cherry farm. There were just two boys 
in this family. They were good citizens, but soon tired of 
farming and moved into the town of Remington. They 
sold their farm in 1872, having lived on it only four or 
five years. In 1875 they engaged in the furniture business 
in Remington. Nathaniel S. Bates was a soldier during 
the late war. He moved to Rensselaer several years ago, 
and was postmaster there during the four years of Presi- 
dent Cleveland's first administration. The other brother is 
living in South Dakota. George F. Bloom came to Rem- 
ington, Ind.,' from Manteno, 111., in the early sixties, 
and was employed as chief clerk by the firm of Hathaway 
Brothers. He held this position for several years, and 
until the death of one of the firm, Mr. Giles Hathaway. 
Mr. Bloom was a good business man, attending strictly at 
all times to the business affairs of his employers. He is a 
member of the Presbyterian church of Remington, being 
one of the most faithful of this organization. He has held 
may of the church offices, and filled them with fidelity. 
He was the second man to engage in the furniture business 
here, having sold out a short time ago his furniture busi- 
ness to J. F. Major. Mr. Bloom is now engaged in the 
grocery trade. Giles Hathaway had been ill for several 
years prior to his death. He went to California with the 
hope of recovering his health, but died there and was 
brought back to Remington for burial. The disease of 
which he died was pronounced consumption. His brother, 
Charles Hathaway, continued in the business here for a 
while after his death, but finally disposed of his interests 
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here and moved west, where he too soon sickened and 
passed away. 

Voss Dobbins was an early pioneer of this section of 
the country, having arrived here in the early sixties, his 
brother, Thomas Dobbins, known by nearly all of our peo- 
ple, also come here at an early date. He located near the 
west boundary of White county, but afterward moved into 
Jasper county, where he continued to live until his death, 
which occurred in 1891. He left surviving him two sons 
and two daughters, all of whom are living in the vicinity 
of Remington. One of the sons, Mr. Sloan Dobbins, was 
of a roving disposition, always being happiest when he 
was moving from one locality to another. About his last 
move was to Oregon, on a prospecting tour, but pot being 
satisfied there he returned to Carpenter township, and 
soon afterward bought a nice little property in the town of 
Remington where he is at present living, apparently con- 
tented and happy. The Hathaway brothers, during their 
stay in Remington, had been of great benefit to the town. 
They came here in 1869, and went into the mercantile and 
grain business. They bought the carpenter shop of Mr. 
Shaffer and converted it, in connection with another larger 
building which they erected adjoining it on the east, into a 
large mercantile store room, with office rooms above. 
Their 'store room was double. The lots they built on were 
purchased of a Mr. Reynolds. 

Cornelius Donnelley, heretofore mentioned, served as 
Ccnstable for Carpenter township several years, in those 
earlier times, but after having moved to the southwest, 
two or three years he returned to Indiana, and located in 
Michigan City. He lived there only a short time, when he 
was one morning found dead in his bed, having died during 
the previous night in a very mysterious manner. His 
brother Thomas was also an early citizen here. He was a 
member of the 48th Regt. Ind. Vols, during the late Re- 
bellion, and when he returned he was also elected Constable 
for Carpenter township, and made a good officer. He 
4 



Digitized by 



Google 



SO REMINGTON AND VICINITY. 

was a jovial and wholesouled fellow, always ready for fun. 
He is at present Deputy Warden of the Indiana State 
Prison, at Michigan City. 

Carpenter township was organized as a civil township 
about the first of January, 1862. The territory of which it 
is composed having formerly been a part of Jordan town- 
ship. The original Jordan township was very large, and it 
was divided about in the center by a line running east and 
west, and the southern portion was named Carpenter 
township. In 1864, during the late war, Jasper county 
having not furnished her quota of volunteers for the army 
service, the various townships of the county were sujected 
to a draft; the quota for Carpenter township to furnish was 
five. Four of these who were subject to draft were sup- 
plied by 'volunteers, leaving only one to be drafted, and 
this place was filled by a substitute, at the cost of $750, 
which amount was subscribed by those of the township 
who might at any time be subject to conscription. These 
were exciting times for our people. We held meetings to 
devise ways and means for meeting our obligations to the 
country by furnishing our required number of soldiers for 
the service, and it was agreed that the most feasible plan 
was to raise money sufficient to employ substitutes for 
those who were drafted and could not leave home. This 
plan was agreed upon. The arrangements were therefore 
made that when a draft was made the money was 
ready, and the substitute hired, as soon as one could be 
found, which was no difficult matter. Plenty of men could 
be hired at Michigan City, Chicago, and in fact all large 
cities. Some of these new men made it their regular 
business, and they were known as "bounty jumpers." The 
following are the names of all those who were drafted 
from this township during the war, viz: John B. Shaffer, 
Joseph Jordan, John Jordan, Basil Hunt, Adolphus Irwin, 
Henry C. Lipprant and Lycurgus Rowles. Some of these 
parties were amply able to hire their own substitutes 
without the assistance of others, but others, especially we 
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will mention John B. Shaffer, were not so fortunate in 
this world's goods, and besides, Mr. Shaffer had a large 
family of small children dependent upon him for support. 
Mr. James Welsh, of Jordan township, was also drafted, 
but being a man with one natural and one wooden leg, the 
army officials concluded to excuse him, inasmuch as he 
failed to pass the required medical examination. After the 
last draft there became a better feeling among the people, 
and soon thereafter the war closed by Lee's surrender at 
Appomatox. 

Until the location of the present cemetery there was 
no regularly established place for the burial of the dead. 
The first person dying here being a Mr. Carpenter, who 
was buried in the grove one mile north of town. Then 
a Mr. Shewey, a very old settler, lost two children who were 
buried in the same grove. The first person who died in 
Remington was James Troutman, who was buried on the 
corner of the farm now owned by Mr. Galbraith, which 
was at that time owned by Lycurgus Rowles. Alfred 
Royalty was the second person to be buried there, during 
the year 1865. Mary Shaw was the third person to be 
buried there, and the old gentleman Patton, the father of 
Hon. D. H. Patton, was buried on the lot where the 
Remington creamery is now located. Some were conveyed 
to the Welsh cemetery for interment, that being a ceme- 
tery established, or located many years before the settle- 
ment of Remington or the country around about it. People 
had been interred there in the early thirties. After the 
location of the present cemetery of Remington, north of 
the town, many of the above mentioned deceased persons 
were disinterred, and given burial in the present Remington 
cemetery. If one will take a stroll through the Remington 
cemetery at this time, he will be rewarded by finding the 
names of many of Remington's first and best business men 
marked on the stones and monuments. We will* as sug- 
gested by our present memory, endeavor to give the reader 
the names of a portion of those whose final resting places 
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are thus marked. The oldest marked grave in the cemetery 
is that of James Troutman, who died in 1864, and the 
second one is that of Alfred Royalty, who died March 22, 
1865. Then among the business men of Remington we 
find the names of A. D. Patton, who died in 1869; Uriah 
Black, who died in 1871; Giles Hathaway, who died in 
1873; Osman W. Church, who died March 22, 1881; 
Adam Coover, who died March 18, 1882; David H. Nelson, 
who died in 1883; Harper W. Snyder, who died June 22, 
1886; John H. Miller, who died July 25, 1886; Benjamin 
Spencer, who died in 1881; Christopher Hardy, who died 
1 891; Treat Durand, who died in 1888; George M. Morris, 
who died April 22, 1892. 

The present Remington cemetery was purchased by 
the. Board of Town Trustees of Remington, Ind., in the 
spring of the year 1870, and it is the most suitable location 
that could be found anywhere in this vicinity, being just 
north of the corporation line of town, on the east side of 
Carpenter's creek. The party owning this land objected 
strongly to selling the land for this purpose, but was 
finally compelled to do so through force of circumstances. 

During the excitement of War times, and in the sum- 
mer of 1862, the people in this section of the country had 
a political meeting at Carpenter's Grove. The people 
congregated there were of all shades of political faith, and 
there was an immense crowd assembled .there. The 
speaker was a Democrat, and the Republicans were very 
bitter toward him, and the meeting was finally broken up 
by a big row. There were at least twenty to thirty men 
fighting all at the sanje time. Some of the men climbed 
trees and shouted: "Peace! Peace! men, let us have Peace!" 
The fight finally subsided, without anyone being killed, but 
there were several persons badly injured. The crowd then 
dispersed and all returned to their respective homes. The 
speaker did not tarry long after the mob commenced the 
attack, being of the opinion, probably, that he would be 
equally as safe at a further distance from the scene of the 
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strife. Daring these times the people would fight. upon the 
slightest provocation, hardly knowing what they were 
fighting about. After the close of the war they all sought 
to forget the past, and those who are still living are the 
best of friends. During the melee at the grov§, thg com- 
batants used as weapons of war, clubs, rocks, or anything 
else they could get their hands on, that would injure an 
opponent. The women and children ran for their lives, 
and sought places of safety. There were several persons 
from Rensselaer in attendance at this meeting. This riot 
was probably the forerunner of the so-called "Dodd Raid," 
which followed in July, 1863, at Rensselaer, or near that 
place. The immediate' cause of this disturbance or riot 
was a speech made by one H. Dodd at Rensselaer, about 
the 4th day of July, 1863. Dodd was sent to Rensselaer 
from Indianapolis to make a Democratic speech, which he 
did in great shape. Among other things, he severely criti- 
cised and abused the Home Guards, who were on the 
grounds, and well armed. They sought to arrest him and 
take him from the stand while he was speaking, but there 
being too many Democrats there guarding Dodd, they 
failed in their efforts, but contented themselves to wait 
until night, when the people had all returned to their 
country homes. Then they proceeded to the residence of 
James E. Ballard, where Mr. Dodd was a guest, and there 
they made the arrest, under the direction of Provost Mar- 
shal Cicero H. Tatman. The Home Guards at once threw 
a line of pickets around Rensselaer to prevent any person 
from coming into or going out of Rensselaer to give 
information of the arrest of Mr. Dodd. A party, however, 
who had remained late in Rensselaer, succeeded in getting 
through the lines and immediately spread the news of the 
arrest. By ten o'clock the next day there was congregated 
in the vicinity of Rensselaer probably six or seven hundred 
armed men, who came from many miles around in Jasper, 
Newton and Benton counties, Indiana, and a goodly num- 
ber from Illinois, who were determined to liberate this 
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man Dodd. Many of them were determined to march into 
Rensselaer without delay, but through the wiser counsels 
of some of the oldest and best citizens they were constrained 
to wait, pending the conference of a committee which had 
been sent into Rensselear, to confer with the United States 
Provost Marshal, Mr. Tatman. This committee was 
assured by Tatman that Dodd should receive respectful 
treatment, and be given a fair and speedy trial if they 
were unmolested. Upon this report from the committee, 
and through the advice of some of the older and time 
honored citizens, the people dispersed, and returned to 
their various homes. But to show how these people were 
taken in and gulled, on this occasion, it is necessary to 
state in this connection, that this man, H. H. Dodd, was 
acting in the interest of the Republican party. This occur- 
red only two or three months before the general State 
election, which transpired about the first of October of that 
year. Oliver P. Morton was at that time Governor of the 
State, and he had employed this man Dodd to come to 
Rensselaer and make one of his most bitter and incendiary 
speeches, knowing that it would result in advantage to the 
Republican ticket. This program Mr. Dodd carried out. 
After his arrest he was removed to Indianapolis, where he 
was incarcerated in the Government building with a regi- 
ment of soldiers surrounding it to guard him and prevent 
his escape. Dodd, however, only remained there about 
ten days when it was discovered one fine day that he had 
succeeded in making his escape. It was learned after the 
election that Mr. Dodd had been purposely liberated by 
the authorities, and furnished transportation to Canada, 
from whence he immediately went to, and located in Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, and the following year (1864) he became 
a candidate and was elected Mayor of the City of Mil- 
waukee on the Republican ticket. Indiana, in 1863, elected 
the entire Republican State ticket. Thus, it will be seen 
that this whole Dodd raid affair was caused by a Republi- 
can scheme, with Indiana's War Governor as the leader, 
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to secure votes for the Republican candidates for State 
offices. 

During the fall of the year of i860, the people of this 
locality organized what is termed a circle wolf and deer 
chase, or hunt. The place selected for the different detach- 
ments to come together at the close of the chase, was 
"Mount Nebo," in Benton county, west of "Mount Gilboa" 
and southwest from Remington ten or twelve miles. The 
chase had been announced two or three months ahead so 
that all who wished to participate would have ample 
notice, and would be present. At the appointed time the 
people came from several different counties, and there 
was an immense gathering of the people. They came in 
companies with their captains who had been previously 
chosen. These captains had adopted rubs to be observed 
by their respective commands, or men. The counties rep- 
resented were Jasper, White, Newton, Benton and Tippe- 
canoe. When these various companies had assembled at 
a designated point, the following order was promulgated: 
The formation of a circle sufficiently large, that each man 
could discern readily any object that might be visible 
between himself and his neighbors on either side of him. 
To thoroughly beat the territory surrounded and scare up 
and drive any wolf or deer, to the center of said circle. 
This occasion was new to most of the men engaged in the 
chase. The prairie grass was thick and high; wolves were 
plenty, and had done much damage to the sheep and 
poultry industries, and the people were very anxious to rid 
the country of at least a portion of the pests. The writer 
at that time resided at Black Oak, and there was a good 
company formed in that neighborhood, headed by Thomas 
Dobbins as captain. There were probably fifty members of 
his company. All who joined this chase were on horseback. 
Further rules forbid the use of fire arms, as it was consid- 
ered to be dangerous to those in the chase. The men were 
mainly armed with good strong clubs. When a wolf or 
deer was started it was the rule for the two men nearest to 
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it to give it chase, the balance of the men holding their 
stations, whilst the animal was forced around this circle, 
but not allowed to escape from the circle. This was very 
hard to do, for the reason that the men would become 
excited, and being always mounted on the fleetest horses, 
they would frequently break away from their stations in 
pursuit of the game. Often they would run an animal 
down and capture it, but as often the animal would break 
through the line and make its escape; or failing in 
making its escape, the pursuers often had a run of many 
miles before they captured the game. Those not in pursuit 
of escaped game remained at their posts, and kept the 
circle complete, and awaited the result of the. outside 
chase before attempting to start other game. The reason 
for this was that in those chases fleet dogs and hounds 
were also employed in running down the game that had 
broken through the circle. This wolf and deer chasing 
was a very dangerous business for both men and horses, 
for the reasons that the grass being very tall, it concealed 
many stones and gopher holes, upon and into which a run- 
ning horse was at any time liable to step, thus throwing 
both himself and the rider, thereby injuring many times 
very seriously both horse and rider. There had been 
many chases here prior to the one we here mention, but 
this one was perhaps the most exciting of any chase ever 
organized in this community, and was more largely 
attended than had any similar hunt organized prior 
to this time. The company that came from Benton coun- 
ty had selected Uncle Henson Owens as its captain, and 
we believe that Mr. Owens was also selected as the general 
superintendent of the entire chase. Mr. Owens was at 
that time an old citizen of Benton county, and is still a 
resident of the same place. He is now a very old man. 
He was well posted in everything appretaining to wolf and 
deer hunting. On this occasion they succeeded in captur- 
ing seven or eight wolves and deer. One man lost his life; 
this man was from Monticello, in White county, and was 
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then the deputy sheriff of White county. His name was 
Jules Orton. He was mounted on a very fleet horse, and 
thought he had the fastest horse on the ground; but fast 
horses sometimes get men into difficulties, as it proved to 
be the case in this instance. An animal had been started, 
and under the rules it became the duty of James and 
George Hemphill, of White county, to give chase, which 
they did. Mr. Orton disobeyed the rules, and proceeded to 
give chase also, by breaking ranks and trying to cross 
through the lines of others whose business and exclusive right 
it was to make this chase. They had started a deer, and 
James Hemphill, who had the lead and also the right, with 
his brother George, next to him, were in hot pursuit of the 
animal, when Mr. Orton came dashing in, quartering and 
attempting to pass through between the two Hemphill boys, 
but the horse that Orton rode came suddenly in contact 
with the horse ridden by James Hemphill, which threw Mr. 
Orton's horse, Orton falling under the animal, which rolled 
over him, crushing him in a shocking manner; when he 
was reached he was unconscious, but lived five or six hours 
after the accident; the horse was not injured any by the 
fall. This accident put an end to the sport for that day. 
The party was at a great loss to know what to do with the 
dying man. They were fully seven miles from the nearest 
human habitation, and out in the wide open prairie. 
They finally concluded to carry him to the residence of Voss 
Dobbins, who then lived about two miles south of Wolcott, 
in White county, on the Kendall farm, a distance of six or 
eight miles from the place where the accident happened; 
this they did. The reason that this chase was brought off 
at " Mount Nebo" was that the country there is high and 
rolling, and such places are more frequented by wolves 
than the lower lands, and besides this, those lower lands 
were generally covered with water, and were therefore not 
much frequented by the game sought after on this occa- 
sion. 

John Swan, an old citizen, was there, and still is the 
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proprietor of a good farm in the vicinity of ''Mount Nebo." 
The injured man, Mr. Orton, was finally placed on a horse 
blanket, and carried by the men, who took turns, until they 
reached the home of Mr. Dobbins, where the victim died. 
They did not reach their destination until after dark. The 
men were all very sorry for this sad ending of the chase, 
and it had the effect to put a quietus on this manner of 
wolf and deer chasing. James Hemphill still pursued the 
deer, and he finally captured and killed it, before he 
returned and learned how badly Mr. Orton was injured. 
It was generally conceded that there was no one to be 
blamed for this accident, excepting Mr. Orton himself, for 
he had disobeyed the rules of the chase, and forced him- 
self into the position where he met his fatal injury. Men 
through their excitment often rush into dangerous places, 
but do not discover their errors until it is everlastingly too 
late. One of the parties attending this wolf and deer hunt, 
came from near the Brook Mills, on the Iroquois river, in 
Newton county. There was also a large company that 
came from the vicinity of the Battle Ground, in Tippecanoe 
county. The company that came from Black Oak had in 
their charge three hounds, two of which were the property of 
William H. Haver, and the other belonged to Mr. Thomas 
Dobbins. Mr. Orton had come up from Monticello the 
day previous and stayed over night with Mr. Haver, and 
had charge also of his hounds, when he was injured. He 
was about twenty-two years of age, and had many friends. 
Black Oak is not a town, village nor hamlet, as might 
be inferred, but takes its name from the circumstance that 
there is a considerable amount of black oak timber growing 
on the sand ridges in this early settled neighborhood. The 
question is often asked why the early settlers located at 
Black Oak in lieu of settling on the prairie where the soil 
is much more fertile. The answer, it appears to me, is for 
the reason that timber which could be used for fuel was 
plentiful and convenient, that the prairie lands were nearly 
always submerged by water, and that it was much iriore 
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healthy, being freer from miasma on those sand ridges in the 
timber, than it was on the lower prairie lands, which were 
nearly always covered with stagnant waters, which were 
constantly breeding diseases and death for those who had the 
termity to settle on them in the early times. Horses were 
very scarce in this country in the earlier years of its settle- 
ment, and our people during those times did their hauling, 
plowing and visiting with oxen; they were perfectly satis- 
fied with this means of locomotion and all were apparently 
contented and happy. 

The prairie fires are entitled to notice also in this 
record. From the time the grass would burn, which was 
soon after the first frost, usually about the first of October 
of each year, until the surrounding prairie was all burnt 
over, or, if not all burnt, until the green grass in the spring 
had grown sufficiently to prevent the rapid progress of the 
fire,* the early settlers were continually on the alert, and as 
they usually expressed the idea, they •' slept with one eye 
open." When the ground was covered with snow, or dur- 
ing rainy weather, the apprehension was quieted, and both 
eyes could be safely closed. A statutory law forbade set- 
ting the prairie on fire, and any one doing so was subjected 
to a penalty, and liable to an action of trespass for the 
damages resulting; but convictions were seldom effected, as 
proof was necessary and difficult to obtain, though there 
were frequent fires. Those started on the leeward side of 
an improvement, while dangerous to property to the lee- 
ward, were not so to property to the windward, as fires 
progressing against the wind are quite easily extinguished, 
and the temptation to start one of these fires for some 
trivial purpose was often quite irresistible. Various means 
were resorted to for protection. A common one was to plow 
several furrows around a strip several rods wide, outside 
the improvements, and then burn out the inside of this 
strip, or wait until the prairie was on fire, and then set fire 
on the outside of this furrowing, reserving the inner strip 
for a late burn, that is, until the following summer, and 
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about July burn both old and new grass. The grass afresh 
immediately, and the stock would feed it closely in prefer- 
ence to the older grass, and subsequent fires could not pass 
over it in the autumn, there being no grass left to burn. 
This process repeated would, very soon, or in a few years, 
run out the prairie grass, which in time became replaced by 
blue grass, which will not burn to any serious extent. But 
all this took time and labor, and the crowd of business on 
hand to a new settler, of which a novice has no conception, 
would prevent him doing what would now seem to be a 
small matter; and even when accomplished, all such pre- 
cautions often proved futile; a prairie fire driven by a high 
wind would often leap such barriers and seem to put human 
efforts at defiance. 

A prairie fire when first started, goes straight forward 
with a velocity proportioned to the force of the wind, widen- 
ing as it goes, but the center keeping ahead; it spreads 
sideways, but burning laterally it makes but comparatively 
slow progress, and if the wind is moderate and steady, this 
spreading fire is not difficult to manage; but if the wind 
veers a point or two, first one way and then another, it 
sends this side fire beyond control. The head fire, in dry 
grass and a head wind is a fearful thing, and pretty sure to 
have its own way unless there is some defensible point to 
meet it. A contest with such a fire requires such skill and 
tact as can be learned only by experience, and a neighbor- 
hood of settlers called out by an exigency, at once put 
themselves under the direction of the oldest and most ex- 
perienced of their number, and go to work with the alacrity 
and energy of men defending their homes and property 
from destruction. The usual way of meeting advancing 
fires was to begin the defense where the head of the fire 
would strike, which was calculated by the smoke and ashes, 
brought by the wind along in advance of the fire; a road, 
cattle path, or furrow is of great value at such a place. If 
there was no such, a strip of the grass was wetted down if 
water could be procured, which was, however, a rather 
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scarce article at the time of the annual fires. On the side 
nearest the oncoming fire of such a road or path, the grass 
is set on fire, which burns slowly against the wind until it 
meets the coming conflagration, which latter stops, of 
course for want of fuel, provided there has been sufficient 
time to burn over a strip that cannot be leaped by the head 
fire as it comes in. This is called * ' back firing " ; but in this 
method great care must be exercised to prevent the fire 
getting over the furrow or path, or whatever is used as the 
base of operation. If it gets in the rear of this and once 
under way, there is no remedy but to fall back to a more 
defensible position. The head of the fire successfully checked, 
the force of fire fighters divide, part going to the right and 
part to the left, and the "back firing" continues to meet 
the side fires as they come up. This must be continued until 
the fire is checked along the entire front of the premises 
endangered, and the sides are secured. Various imple- 
ments were used to put out a side fire or back fire, or even 
the head of a fire in a moderate wind. A fence board, four 
to six feet long, with one end shaved down for a handle, 
was very effective when struck flat upon a narrow strip of 
fire; a bundle of hazel brush, a spade or shovel were often 
used with effect. The women frequently lent their aid, 
and dexterously wielded the mop, which, when thoroughly 
wet, proved an efficient weapon, especially in extinguish- 
ing a fire in the fence; when the fire overcome all opposition, 
and seemed bound to sweep over the settlement, a fear of 
personal loss would paralyze for the moment every faculty, 
and as soon as the danger seemed iminent united effort ceased, 
and each one hastened to defend his own as best he could. 
It is due to historical truth, to say that actual losses were 
much less than might have been expected, though fre- 
quently quite severe. The physical efforts made in extin- 
guishing a dangerous fire, and protecting one's home from 
this devouring element, were of the most trying nature, not 
unfrequently resulting fatally. The premises about the 
residence and -yards being trampled down by the family 
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and domestic animals, after a year or two became toler- 
ably safe from fire, but the fences, corn and stubble fields 
were often attacked. When the open land was all fenced 
and under cultivation, so that these fires were a thing of 
the past, the residents of the prairies were happily released 
from the constant apprehension which for years had dis- 
turbed their peace by night, and caused anxiety by day, 
though the early settlers still retain vivid recollections of 
the grand illuminations nightly exhibited in dry weather, 
from early fall to late spring, caused by numberless prairie 
fires. The whole horizon would be lighted up around its en- 
tire circuit. A heavy fire, five, six or seven miles away, 
would afford sufficient light in a dark night to enable one 
to read fine print. When a fire had passed through the 
prairie, leaving the long lines of side fires like two armies 
facing each other, the sight at night was sublime; and if 
one's premises were securely protected, and he could enjoy 
the exhibition without apprehension, it was a sight well 
worth going far to see. Almost every fall for many years, 
these prairie fires visited the locality of Remington, and the 
grass being very thick and tall, if the wind was blowing 
very heavy the flames would often dart up from fifteen to 
thirty feet in the air; these fires would also, when the wind 
was high, travel at a very rapid rate, often going ten to fif- 
teen miles an hour. Under such conditions, it behooved 
every person to keep out of the track of the conflagration. 
Our creeks and small rivers afforded no protection as the 
fires would instantaneously leap across. The people, how- 
ever, soon learned to protect their property by burning 
around it when the conditions were favorable. 

In the year 1869, the first regular meat market was 
established in Remington. This meat market was estab- 
lished by Mr. Dorr Blood and Mr. H. Dallas, who were 
partners in this business. Their shop, or market, stood 
on the lot now occupied by J. S. Barnes & Co.'s new 
hay barn. Mr. Blood did not remain long in the business, 
but sold out his interests in the concern to Mr. Craflord 
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Cheek, and Mr. Dallas sold out his interests to Mr. Charles 
Griffin, thus Messrs. Cheek & Griffin succeeded Messrs. 
Blood & Dallas in the meat market business. This change 
was consummated in the year 1872, and the new firm 
established their business in the west wing of the Nevada 
house. Mr. Cheek came to Remington in the year 1868, 
but resided on a farm for about four years before he moved 
into town. He has lived in Remington ever since 1872, 
and has been in the butchering business here, continuously, 
to the present date. At one time he was in partnership in 
this business with Chas. T. Denham, and at another time 
with Clarence A. Babb, having their shop in Allman's 
cellar. Mr. Cheek's meat market is at present located on 
the south side of the depot, where he has been in business 
since 1887. He is doing a fair business. His son Ira 
Cheek, attends to his father's shop for him a great portion 
of the time, and is a good steady young man, and makes 
an excellent clerk. 

We have heretofore stated that George W. Hascall 
taught the first public school in Remington. Mr. James 
Welsh, resident of Jordan township, taught Remington's 
second school, during the school year of 1864. Mr. Welsh 
was fairly well educated, and made a very successful 
teacher. He was a cripple, having some years previous to 
this time been engaged in threshing, and while in this 
business, and running the horse-power, his right foot was 
caught in the cogs and ground into a pulp. His leg was 
finally amputated above the knee. Notwithstanding his 
misfortune and the fact that some of his larger scholars 
were to some extent very unruly, he made a success. This 
school numbered about fifty puils, of all sizes and ages, and 
it was considered a very large school. The writer is the 
only one out of the larger sized boys who attended this 
school that now remains in Remington. Jacob A. May, 
who was also a pupil of this school, however, lives about 
four miles northwest of town, and is a farmer. The others 
of the larger class, who are still living, have since mostly 
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all married and sought other fields of business and pleasure. 
There are, however, two of the daughters of Jacob Shew, 
who attended this school, that are still residing in Reming- 
ton. They are both married and have families. Our next 
teacher was Felix R. Donnelley, who was a veteran in the 
business. He was a member of the 48th Regt. Ind. Vols, 
during the late War of the Rebellion, but had returned 
home at the close of the war, and was employed to teach 
this school, which commenced in the latter part of the year 
1865, and closed in 1866. This was the third school for 
Remington, and the school had increased, to some extent, 
in numbers. There were some of the larger boys that were, 
to some extent, unruly, but Mr. Donnelley handled the 
entire school with profit to it, and with credit to himself. 
Mr. Donnelley had been a prominent figure in Remington 
prior to his enlistment in the service, being one among the 
first to settle here, and built a business house south of the 
depot in 1861, being the house afterward occupied by 
Thomas Harris as a saloon, which was some years later, 
together with all the other business on the south side of 
Railway street in this block, destroyed by fire. Mr. 
Donnelley was elected a member of the Town Board of 
Trustees in 1872. He was a great lover of music of all 
kinds, and whilst he was in the service of his country he 
was a Drum Major. He passed away a few years ago at 
Monticello, White county, Indiana. In the fall of the 
year 1866, the patrons of the Remington schools again 
selected Mr. George W. Hascall as the teacher. This was 
his second term here, and the fourth term of school for 
Remington. During this term the scholars were unani- 
mously in favor of having a school exhibition at the close, 
and with the assistance of some of the outsiders of our 
town, we succeeded in producing an exeedingly creditable 
entertainment. Mr. Eldon E. Lockwood took quite an 
interest in the success of the enterprise, and lent his aid 
by singing several various comic songs, one of which was 
as follows: 
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"Old Noah, he did build an Ark, 
He built it of sticks and hickory bark. 
In conies the animals two by two, 
The old gray horse and the kangaroo, 
And if you belong to Gideon's Band, 
Here is my heart and here is my hand, 
For we are looking for a home," etc. 

Another one of his songs was concerning the 

"Grasshopper that sat on the sweet potato vine, 
When the turkey gobbler came strutting up behind, 
And yanked him off," etc. 

The singing of these and similar songs created consid- 
erable amusement for the school and audience. Another 
prominent man now in Remington, also took an active 
interest in this entertainment. We refer to Mr. Robert 
Parker, who located here in the fall of 1866. Among the 
exercises indulged in was the reading of an essay which 
mentioned the name of every pupil of the school. This 
production, or the original of it, is still in existence. 

In the fall of 1867, Mr. James Welsh was for the 
second time employed to teach this school. When he 
taught the first term he was a single man, but in the inter- 
val between the two terms he had married a daughter of 
Mr. Samuel. Ritchey, of Jordan township, and at the 
beginning of this second term, he moved his family into 
Remington, occupying the J. D. Nichols prperty, now 
owned by Mr Josiah Allman. Mr. Welsh only remained 
here until the expiration of his school term in the following 
spring, when he returned to his home near Rensselaer. Mr. 
Welsh is still living near Rensselaer and is a prominent 
citizen of Jasper county, in political circles being one of 
the most enthusiastic supporters and leaders of the Peoples' 
party. He is also a prominent leader in the Farmer's' 
Alliance, and has held the office of State lecturer in this 
institution for several years. He has also instituted a 
great many local organizations in this Alliance, in Jasper, 
Newton, Benton, White, Pulaski, and other adjoining 
counties. At one time he made an effort to organize a 
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lodge in the town of Remington, but through some misun- 
derstanding the meeting proved a failure, and was adjourned 
without accomplishing the objects sought. There has not, 
to this time, been an organization effected in the town. 
Mr. Welch's second school taught here, wound up his 
school teaching career in Jasper county, he having since 
the spring of 1 868, devoted his time and attention to buy- 
ing and selling stock, politics and the farmers' interests. 
In the summer of i867, Miss Annie Peed taught a sub- 
scription school in Remington. She taught a three months 
term, and at the close of the school, she was joined in wed- 
lock to one William Lowe, a house carpenter, who had 
previously to this event been a guest and boarder at White's 
hotel, better known as the " Nevada House." Shortly 
after their marriage they removed to the west, where they 
are at present living. In 1867, the Remington school had 
grown too large to be handled by one teacher, and conse- 
quently the Township Trustee, Mr. Thomas Lamborn, 
divided it, and made two schools. He rented a room up 
stairs in the Morgan building, which then stood near the 
site of the post office, for this second school, and he em- 
ployed Mr. John Fisher as the teacher. John Fisher was 
a brother of Capt. Charles F. Fisher, who resides a short 
distance northeast of Remington, and is one of our best 
farmers, and an excellent citizen. John Fisher was not a 
wealthy man, and he died several years ago. 

In 1868, Miss Addie Hulbert was employed to teach 
our school, and she proved to be a model teacher. But at 
first some of the patrons thought she was too severe with 
her pupils, having brought the birch into active service on 
some occasions; in one instance having severely chastised 
a daughter of Dr. Samuel Miller. Dr. Miller called a 
school meeting with a view of having her discharged, but 
after a full and thorough investigation it was decided to re- 
tain her in the school, and she proceeded to teach it to 
a successful close. After Dr. Miller's daughter had time 
to think the matter over, she returned to the school again, 



Digitized by 



Google 



JASPER COUNTY, INDIANA. 6j 

and was an excellent pupil, causing her teacher no further 
trouble. The free and vigorous application of the rod pro- 
duced a salutary effect on the entire school. Dr. Samuel 
Miller, also after due reflection and observation, concluded 
that he had been in error, and soon became one of the best 
friends and supporters of Miss Hulbert. She was greatly 
beloved by all her pupils, and also the patrons of the 
school, and all others who had formed her acquaintance, and 
consequently she was again employed to teach the next 
term of school, which commenced in the fall of 1869. She 
had no opposition in securing this employment, and Dr. 
Miller remained faithful to her in his support, being more 
anxious, apparently, than any other person to secure her 
service. The larger scholars during this term (which was 
the tenth) organized a lyceum or a debating school for 
general practice in debating and speaking on various ques- 
tions, the object being our mutual improvement in these 
lines. We adopted a constitution and by-laws for our govern- 
ment, and also kept closed doors. We invited several per- 
sons who were not going to schocfl, to become members of 
this debating society, and after it was fully and completely 
organized, the membership consisted of the following 
named persons, viz. : Miss Addie Hulbert, Thomas Don- 
nelley, Adaline Donnelley, Samuel Haver, Charles Haver, 
Emma Haver, Josephine Harman, Charles Fisher, Hattie 
Black, Abbie Black, John Darlington, Eliza Ravenscroft, 
Josephine Jeffries, Gertie Troutman, James Royalty, 
Maggie Miller, Jacob A. May, Martha Curry, Jane Curry, 
John Curry, Frank Shaw and Mary Shaw; the above con- 
stituted the membership of the lyceum, and upon the first 
meeting they all became members by placing their signa- 
tures to the constitution. •Samuel Haver was selected 
as the president, and Miss Addie Hulbert was chosen as 
the secretary. We had a paper, and Miss Emma Haver 
was chosen as its editress. On the second meeting of our 
society two of the members got into an altercation over a 
certain seat, each one claiming it, and roughly contending 
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for the occupancy of it; this difficulty resulted in a lawsuit, 
under the constitution and by-laws of the society. This 
law suit occupied, or furnished entertainment, for five or six 
meetings of the society. The parties to the suit were Thomas 
E. Donnelley vs. the Janitor; Samuel Haver was the judge 
of the court. Dr. Albert Irwin was employed as an attor- 
ney on one side of the case, and Mr. Silas Black was em- 
ployed on the other. Donnelley brought this suit, and in 
his complaint he alleged that the janitor had assaulted him 
in a rude, insolent, angry and rough manner, by siezing 
hold of him, the plaintiff, and jerking him out of the seat. 
Nearly all of the members of the society had seen the dis- 
turbance between the parties, and were consequently sub- 
poened as witnesses to testify in the trial of the case. The 
lawyers spoken of had become members; the reader will 
understand that this law suit was originated for amusement, 
and was all a farce, but the defendant was nevertheless 
subjected to heavy fine, which was promptly stayed by 
good security, for the customary ninety days. When not 
trying a law suit, the entertainments generally consisted 
of speeches, declamations, debates and essays, and reading 
of the paper. The contents of this paper were generally 
communications written for it, by the members of the 
society, in which frequent criticisms were indulged in of each 
other. These communications afforded immense amuse- 
ment for the members, as they were openly read in the 
presence of all. At the close of Miss Hulbert's school, this 
society ceased to exist, and has therefore long since been 
an institution of the past. However, the gratitude of this 
school was, and is due to Miss Hulbert, and she will always 
be held in grateful remembrance by her scholars, and those 
patrons and citizens who had the pleasure and good fortune 
to form her acquaintance. 

The teacher succeeding Mr. Fisher in the second school 
room established in Remington, was Miss Eliza Parker, in 
1868. She taught this school at the same time Miss Hul- 
bert was teaching the other and larger school, being Miss 
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Hulberts first school, Miss Parkers school was known as 
the Remington Primary school department, and the pupils 
were generally small, and did not of course attract the at- 
tention that was bestowed upon the higher and older school 
controlled by Miss Hulbert. 

Miss Clara Williams taught this primary department 
school during the successful term, or during the term that 
Miss Hulbert taught her second term. This was in the fall 
and winter of 1 869-1 870. The above and foregoing is a 
partial record of the first ten schools taught in the town of 
Remington, and the same having been taught by only seven 
different school teachers. This is the record as remem- 
bered by the author, he having nothing from the township 
trustee's office to guide him as that official has kept no of- 
ficial record on file in his office. The absence of the 
school records for Carpenter township is due to the fact 
that they were destroyed by fire at the time of the destruc- 
tion of the Hathaway building, which occurred about 1881 
or 1882; the township records at that time having been 
kept in the office of Harper W. Snyder, attorney, who then 
had his office in the Hathaway building. The foregoing 
records are, however, pretty nearly correct, if not entirely 
so. Thomas Lamborn had up to this time been the trustee 
of Carpenter township, and at about this time the town of 
Remington was legally incorporated, which took the control 
of the schools and other public matters from the township 
trustee, and the regular officers of the town then assumed 
the control of such matters. As before stated, the first 
board of school trustees for the town of Remington, con- 
sisted of S. C. Maxwell, Geo. B. Clark and William Rails- 
back. These changes were accomplished during the year 
1870, from which date the schools of Remington have all 
been graded. At that time Remington had a sufficient num- 
ber of children of school age to warrant the employment 
of three teachers, but so far unfortunately she had no suit- 
able buildings in which the schools could be taught. But 
in order to establish the third department, the school board 
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leased the Presbyterian building for the purpose of holding 
this third school in; Miss M. P. Bolles here taught her first 
school. In the fall of the year 1870, Miss M. P. Bolles 
became principal of the Remington schools, and the Misses 
Clara Williams and Mary Blood taught the two lower de- 
partments, the school officers at this time renting for the 
third room the building now owned and occupied by Mr. 
Thomas Harris. In 1871, James H. Snoddy became prin- 
ciple, with the Misses Julia M. Nelson and Mary Blood as 
his assistants, for the second and third departments. In 
the summer of 1872 Miss Blood taught a select school in 
Remington; she also at later dates taught schools at 
Gilboa Center, in Benton county, and Green's school No. 
2, in Jasper county. 

In the winters of 1872 and 1873, J. H. Snoddy was 
again the principal of these schools, with the Misses Julia 
Nelson and Mary Blood as his assistants. At this time the 
board of school trustees was composed of S. C. Maxwell, 
William Railsback and George B. Chappell. In the later 
part of 1873, the corps of teachers was N. R. Neize, 
Maggie P. Bolles and Agnes Nelson, and about this time 
the corps of teachers was changed to Misses M. P. Bolles, 
Mary Blood and Agnes Nelson, and the board of school 
trustees was also changed so that the new board was com- 
posed of Daniel Nelson, David H. Patton and George B. 
Chappell. 

In 1882, D. B. Sweetzer & Co., built a flax and 
straw breaking mill in the northwestern part of Remington, 
and they continued the business until the latter part of 
1883. This had the effect to encourage the people of the 
country to raise flax, and it afforded labor for a goodly 
number of persons. Thus a market was afforded for flax and 
other straw. The company sold this institution to Mr. 
Michael J. Costello in the year 1884; he continued to run 
this flax mill for about three years. During this time there 
were two men employed in this mill that were very seriously 
injured by being caught in the machinery, one of them 
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having his hand badly crushed in the flax break, the other 
having one of his fingers taken off. The first of these men 
to meet with an accident as above stated was a Mr. Coucha 
and the other was Mr. F. Baker. The property was des- 
troyed by fire in the latter part of 1884, and it was rebuilt 
in the year 1885. From this time on, however, this mill 
was used only for a hay barn. There was, however, an 
accident occurred again here to one of the employes in the 
place, the victim this time being Mr. Theodore F. Sheets, 
who had his right hand and arm fearfully crushed in some 
part of the machinery. His hand and arm was ever after 
this accident partially useless to him. This barn is situated 
on the west bank of the creek, in Chambers & Morgans 
addition to Remington, at the end of Iowa and Short 
streets. 

In 1869 the Christian church edifice was built in Rem- 
ington, it being the second church building to be erected 
here. The church class proper was organized by Rev. C. 
A. O'Connor, who came to this place in 1868, and made it 
his mission to revive religious sentiments in the minds of 
the people of that particular faith. He held his meetings 
in the old school house. He stirred up a considerable revival, 
the church being thereby greatly strengthened, and the 
leading members went at once to work, taking steps toward 
the construction of a regular house in which to worship. 
Their efforts being crowned with success in 1 868, as stated 
above. Rev. O'Connor remained with this congregation 
for some time, and was succeeded as pastor by the Rev. 
W. B. Hendryx, who took charge and remained with the 
charge until during the year 1874, when he was succeeded 
by the Rev. T. Lillie, who remained with the congregation 
only one year, and he was succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Car- 
penter, now an evangelist, who remained one year, and 
was followed by Rev. Mr. Hauger. Mr. Hauger was suc- 
ceeded by the Rev. E. O. Sharp, who remained with the 
congregation one year; he by Rev. Mr. Craft, who re- 
mained one year; he by Rev. Mr. Leonard, who remained 
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one year; he by Rev. Mr. Ellis, who remained one year; 
he by Rev. Lemuel Shortnage, who remained one year; 
he by Rev. Armstrong, who remained one year; he by the 
Rev. LeMiller, who remained one year; he by the Rev. C. 
W. Cooper, who remained about cne year, and he by 
the Rev. Mr. Carson, who is at this time, 1894, the 
pastor of this church. It is proper here to remark that a 
Mr. J. P. Robinson was the pastor of this church for two 
years immediately preceding the Rev. Mr. Carson, the 
present pastor. This church maintains an excellent sab- 
bath school, which has been so fortunate as to command 
the services of Mr. Robert Parker as superintendent, for the 
greater portion of the time since its organization. The 
Christian Endeavor Society was also organized in this 
church about 1891; this society has had as its treasurers, 
Messrs. Jno. Heickle and R. R. Pettit. 

During the history of this church there has been en- 
acted some exciting scenes. It appears that some mem- 
bers of the so-called Church of God, had contributed some- 
what toward the building of this Christian church, and they 
were allowed for a time to worship therein ; but eventually 
some of the leading members of the Christian faith deemed 
it advisable to exclude the other faction, and on one cer- 
tain occasion Mr. J. O. B. McDougle was forcibly ejected 
from the edifice by Dr. Samuel Maxwell. This occurred in 
1883. This church has also been used for worship by the 
United Brethern organization on several occasions. This 
United Brethern church made the first church record ever 
made in Remington. They held their first meetings in the 
old school house, before any denomination had constructed 
a temple for worship. The United Brethern church as a 
separate society was not a success here. They were never 
able to build. The society made their home with the other 
church societies, but in the last few years they have held 
no meetings here whatever. 

The Church of God heretofore mentioned, and whose 
followers were known as soul sleepers, had quite a member- 
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ship here at one time, and they were led by Father Babb, 
a former hotel keeper of Remington, and Mr. J. O. B. Mc- 
Dougle, as his assistant. The former ministers of this 
society in their order were, the Reverends Shockey, Reed, 
of Chicago, Wilcox, Hess and Oppy; but the flock was 
eventually left under the charge of Mr. J. O. B. McDougle. 
After being refused admission to the Christian church, the 
membership became greatly scattered, some of them unit- 
ing with the Christian church, some of them moving away 
and others waiting for some kind of an opening to present 
itself, whereby they might become again united. Among the 
first ministers to arrive in Remington were J. C. Webster, 
who held religious services in the school house. This 
man resided then (in 1866) where Mr. Hugh Roberts 
now resides on his farm, directly east of town. Rev. Isaac 
Vinson came here also from Reynolds, Ind. , to preach the 
gospel to the people; also a Mr. Dennis Wiggins preached 
to the people here in the early sixties; he was not a regu- 
larly ordained minister of the gospel, and only preached 
and exhorted the people occasionally. He*was a citizen of 
Remington from 1862 until 1866, when he removed with 
his family to the State of Missouri, during the fall of the 
year 1866. 

The Rev. Joseph Glaize followed Rev. Wiggins. He 
remained with the people for several years; he was a circuit 
rider, having several different appointments to fulfill. He 
kept a horse and buggy and made it his business to travel 
all over the country, doing good work in the service of the 
Master. Another man of record, was the Rev. Mr. J. C. 
Roswell, who ministered to the spiritual wants of the 
United Brethern of the town and vicinity. Other ministers 
of the gospel of Christ, that we may properly mention here, 
were Mr. E. Peck, Rev. E. F. Penney, Rev. Mr. Smith and 
Rev. Mr. Hoffman. 
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BARBER SHOPS. 

► HE first man to engage in the barber and hair 
dressing business in Remington, was Mr. William 
Railsback, who ventured into this business in the 
year 1868. The next man to follow him in this 
business was Mr. Smith Payne, (better known as Doc 
Payne), who is still in the business here. Doc is a cripple; 
he first started in the business in the office of the Nevada 
House, and remained there until the Anglemire stone and 
brick building was completed, when he removed his barber 
shop into one of the rooms up stairs. He ran this barber 
shop in connection with the first pool tables ever brought 
to the town of Remington, which was in the year 1870. 
He did not remain in the pool business any considerable 
length of time; he was finally indicted for allowing minors 
to play. Mr. Payne has had his shop located in a great 
many different places in town, among them being upstairs 
in Exchange Block, and in the basement of the same 
building; in the corner of Indiana and Railway streets, in 
the Babb House, and in a small house adjoining the Babb 
House, which was destroyed by fire which occurred in 1 888. 
He then located in the McDougle building south of the 
railway, fronting on Ohio street, and whilst he was there 
he built his present neat little shop on his own real estate, 
formerly owned by the saloonkeeper, Jared H. Fountain, 
adjoining the stone and brick structure owned by Mr. D. 
W. Green. 

Mr. William G. Kirk has been doing a good barber and 
hair dressing business in Remington for the past seventeen 
or eighteen years. He did exceedingly well until he was 
burned out, during the Ellis fire, which occurred several 
years ago. He also ran in connection with his barber shop, a 
news stand or depot, wherein he has kept for sale all the 
leading daily newspapers of Chicago, and many other peri- 
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odical magazines and journals. He is a widower, with a 
large family of young girls, and one boy. 

In 1874 a Mr. John Corkins engaged in the barber 
business here, and in connection with this business he also 
did a fair jewelry trade. He remained here but a few 
years when he removed to Monon, in White county, Indi- 
ana, where he is still, and has been reported to have 
amassed a considerable amount of money. 

Again in 1884, one John Sharkey started up in the 
barber and hair dressing business. He only continued a 
short time in the business, when he was succeeded by his 
brother, William Sharkey. William Sharkey remained in 
the business perhaps three years here, when he sold out to 
his brother-in-law, Fred Turner. Turner remained in the 
business about two years, when he sold out to Mr. Lewis, 
who is still here. The Sharkey's and Fred Turner are now 
in the same business in Chicago. 




RESTAURANTS. 

>HE first man to engage in the restaurant business 
in Remington was Samuel B. Haver, who engaged 
in this business in the year 1865, immediately 
after his return from the army. He continued in 
this business for several years, finally quitting the restau- 
rant and embarking in the hotel business. 

The next man to follow with a restaurant was George 
W. Sweet, who built the first bake oven and conducted a 
bakery in connection with his restaurant. He did this in 
the year 1868. Mr. James E. Stiller was also at one time 
engaged in the restaurant business, but after a few years 
quit it and engaged in general merchandising. Maurice 
Rahiley was for a time a prominent restaurateur of Rem- 
ington, selling out his interest in the business in 1884, to 
Mr. George W. Heilig, who remained in the business in 
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connection with his bakery until 1893, when he sold out to 
C. W. Harner and returned to Illinois. Harner continues 
in the business to the present time. 

In 1882, Martin Pefley, who was a crippled boy, 
opened up a restaurant in one of the small rooms that was 
destroyed in the Ellis fire in 1883. But just a short time 
previous to this fire, he had removed his stock of goods to 
the south side of Railway street. He sold out to L. Riley 
in 1883. Mr. Pefley died a short time after selling his 
stock of goods to Mr. Riley. Lewis A. Ford engaged in 
the restaurant business in Remington on three different 
occasions, but Lewis was not destined to make a success of 
the business on either of these occasions. He closed out 
his last venture to Mr. Frank Simmons in 1893. Tirnmons 
sold out this stock and went out of the business. In 1885, 
Smith Payne ventured into the restaurant business, his 
location being the basement in the southeast corner of 
Exchange block. He remained there for only a short time, 
when he removed his goods to the corner building on Indi- 
ana and Railway streets. He kept a barber shop here also. 
He sold out his restaurant business to Charles Hoopes in 
the year 1887. Hoopes remained there until the year 1888. 
He had removed a short time before the fire of 1888 into a 
room in the old Babb hotel, and after the destruction of 
that business portion of Remington, Mr. Hoopes went out 
of the business altogether. Very nearly every man who 
engaged in the resturant business in Remington made fail- 
ures of it, George W. Heilig, perhaps, being the only man 
to engage in the business who was successful. He made 
some money here, and he probably made the greatest mis- 
take of his life when he sold out his business to Mr. C. W. 
Harner. He remained in the business longer than any 
other person. He commenced as a baker, working for 
others and finally became sole proprietor. He was obliged 
to keep a clerk all the time, and he often had trouble to 
retain good ones, changes being made quite often. Some 
of his clerks were: William Broadie, Charles Lewis, 
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"Frenchy," Charles Harrington, Frank Harlacher, Frank 
Kegg, E. Hart and John Sharkey. Another man to engage 
in the restaurant business was Frank Haver. He com- 
menced the business in 1890, in the basement of the 
Exchange block, and in a short time his brother, John 
Haver, engaged with him as a partner in the business. 
They then moved their goods into the east room on the 
first floor of the stone and brick building located on Ohio 
and Railway streets, and owned by D. W. Green. After 
the Remington fair of 1891 had closed the Haver Bros, 
closed out their restaurant business to Pefley Bros., who 
continued the business until the 12th day of November, 

1892, when they sold out to C. W. Harner, who moved 
the stock of goods to the west side of South Ohio street, 
into one of the new rooms recently built by the O'Connor 
brothers. 

Joseph Pefley and Charles Myers now started a mer- 
chant tailoring establishment and occupied rooms over 
the Remington bank. They continued there until January, 

1893, when they moved to the south room of James E. 
Stillers' building, Myers having sold his interest to Pefley. 
Pefley appeared to be doing well for a time, but finally he 
completely collapsed. 



HOTELS. 




) HE first regular hotel and lodging house established 
in Remington was that established by Mr. Thomas 
White, who catered to the wants of the travelling 
public until he sold out to Mr. John Southard, in 
1866, who in time sold to James A. May, in 1867. May 
traded this hotel property to Mr. Joseph Stewart for a farm 
on Black Oak. Mr. Stewart was a practical farmer, but 
not a practical hotel keeper, hence the hotel business 
proved to be a losing one to him, and he finally sold out in 
a year or two to William Cotton. Mr. Cotton was not well 
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satisfied with the place, and he in turn sold to a Mr. 
Nevada, about the year 1870. The next man to establish 
a hotel here was Father Henry Babb, who located in Rem- 
ington in 1872. He was an experienced landlord, having 
been in the business many years prior to his locating here. 
At first he rented the Nevada house, but in the year 1874 
this property was sold to O. B. Mclntire, who in time sold 
it to J. W. Lock, who moved the house away to make room 
for the building of the Exchange block. Father Henry 
Babb then bought the property owned by Samson 
Erwin, the old blacksmith, and moved the residence to the 
rear for a kitchen, and built a large two story frame build- 
ing in front. In this building he established his hotel and 
his family, or a portion of it, as helpers for him in the 
hotel. He had with him his wife, his sons, William and 
Edward, and his daughter, Ida. Father Babb was a very 
genial, social gentleman, never lacking for something to 
talk about. He was always at home discussing scriptural 
topics, being well versed in biblical lore. He was a member 
of the Church of God, or more generally known as Soul 
Sleepers. He was at the head of this organization in Rem- 
ington. He is well remembered by a large number of 
Remington citizens to-day. He sold his hotel property 
here in the year 1880, and has resided the greater portion 
of his time since in Rensselaer, but at the present we 
believe he resides somewhere in the State of Wisconsin. 
After selling his hotel here, he started his son-in-law, Mr. 
Thompson, in the grocery trade, but he sold this out to 
George W. Cheek in 1883. Mr. Babb traded his hotel 
property for land in the State of Tennessee, and went 
down there from here, but he did not like the place very 
well and soon came back to Rensselaer, having been south 
only about one year. His old hotel fell into the hands of 
Mr. Esau Hart, who was the owner of it when it was 
destroyed by fire in 1888. The other hotel in Remington 
was built in the year i860, by Jesse H. Fordyce, the origi- 
nal proprietor of the town. Thomas White started in this 



Digitized by 



Google 



JASPER COUNTY, INDIANA. 79 

hotel first in 1861. After Mr. White quit the business, 
Mr. B. B. Jeffries took charge of it, but it was not a suc- 
cessful venture for him. Mr. Samuel Haver succeeded to 
this business in 1868, and continued in it until 1870, when 
the building was sold to a Mr. Hanley. The property then 
rapidly passed from Hanley to Hastings, and from Hastings 
to R. R. Pettit, he having received it in the fall of 1871, 
keeping a hotel there about one year. He then sold it to 
Esau Hart, who has occupied it as a hotel for about twen- 
ty-two years. Mr. Hart is the only hotel keeper in Rem- 
ington at this time, although there are others who keep 
boarders. Mr. Hart is a man of good business qualifica- 
tions and well calculated for a landlord. His family con- 
sists of five children, all of whom are adults. His two 
oldest sons, George and Frank, are engaged in the drug 
business — Frank in Wolcott and George in Kentland. His 
youngest son, Earnest, is living at home, and is engaged in 
the tinner's trade. His oldest daughter is living in Rem- 
ington and is the wife of Mr. Walter L. Gumm, one of our 
hardware merchants. His youngest daughter is single and 
remains at home with her parents. 




HARNESS. 

>HE first harness shop established in Remington was 
that of David V. Garrison, he having engaged in the 
manufacture and repair of harness in 1862 but owing 
to the sparsely settled condition of the country 
in those early days, the occupation was not very lucrative. 
He only remained here at that time about one year when 
he moved back to Lafayette, from where he had come to 
this place. But he again returned to Remington in 1865, 
and entered in the harness trade. He established his 
his business in the old Roberts warehouse at that time. 
When he had formerly been here his place of business was 
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upstairs in the building owned by James F. Ellis, formerly 
known as the Felix R. Donnelley property. He afterwards 
did business in various different places in the town. He 
eventually quit the harness trade and engaged in the busi- 
ness of moving houses, farming, and herding and caring for 
cattle and other stock, being at the present time engaged 
in handling stock six or eight miles east of Remington. Mr. 
Garrison built a residence in our town in 1866; he also 
owned forty acres of land southwest of town about one 
mile. He was not successful while here, but finally moved 
to his present location, where he has a large tract of land, 
on which he pastures stock. 

Samuel Black was the next man to establish himself 
in the harness maker's trade, which he did in the year 1871, 
but he only continued in the business one year, or perhaps 
a little longer. After living in Remington a few years he 
thought -there were better places, or places where the 
prospects for money making were better, and accordingly 
he left here and located in Denver, Colorado. Mr. Black 
was a strong temperance man, and took an active interest 
in the raids on the liquor men of Remington in 1872. Mr. 
C. Cheek was also in the harness business here in 1872 
and 1873. He conducted the harness business in the 
summer season, and the butcher business in the winter sea- 
son. He finally sold out his business and stock to Charles 
E. Harlacher. Harlacher continued in the harness trade 
until about the year 1886, when he sold out to Charles L. 
Wilson. Mr. Wilson came to Remington on the 18th 
day of June, 1883, and at once establisned a harness shop 
south of the depot in a leased house. He continued in 
business at that place until his entire stock was destroyed 
by fire. This was a rough blow to fall on Mr. Wilson, as 
he had no insurance whatever. He then established him- 
self on South Ohio street, on the 9th day of May, 1884, 
after which he removed to the J. O. B. McDougle building 
on the same street, and remained there until he completed 
his fine, new iron-clad two story building adjoining, into 
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which he moved about the year 1888, and has con- 
tinued in his business there until the present time. The 
date that he took possession of his new quarters was 
November 26, 1888. The upper story of his building was 
designed for offices, and is at present occupied by one lawyer, 
a merchant tailor, and two sleeping apartmentsT Mr. 
Wilson has been very successful, having made and saved a 
considerable amount of money. He purchased another lot 
adjoining his business house in 1892. He is located on South 
Ohio Street, and carries an excellent stock of goods, being 
the finest ever carried in Remington. He has had the 
entire run of the business here until the winter of the year 
1893, when Mr. George Wordan established a harness shop 
a few doors north ot Mr. Wilson's place of business. Mr. 
Wilson has for three or four years past also handled bug- 
gies and agricultural implements in connection with his 
other business. He has at present an excellent stock of 
fine buggies and carts on hand. He is regarded as one of 
the solid business men of the town. Mr. George Worden, 
spoken of above, built a good substantial one story brick 
building in the winter of 1892, and 1893, and at its com- 
pletion he placed in it a stock of harness, saddles, etc. 
Since starting here in this line of business Mr. Worden has 
seemingly done a very fair business — he keeps a good 
workman constantly employed. Mr. Warden come to 
Remington, with his family, from Rensselaer, Ind. 

D. W. Green & Co., also, have been for some time 
past handling a small stock of ready made harness, etc. , 
and when they sold out to Messrs. Allman & Smith, the 
harness stock was also transferred to them, and this firm 
has since continued in the business in a small way. 
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BILLIARDS AND POOL. 

^"V* MITH PAYNE was the first man in Remington to 
*^^MT open up a billiard and pool ball. He had a part- 

k^^J ner in the business by the name of Rowels. Their 
hall was located up stairs in the E. Anglemire 
building, now owned by Mr. D. W. Green. They took 
possession during the year 1872. They only continued in 
business a short time until there were several indictments 
against them for allowing minors to play. They were 
therefore compelled to quit, and having bought tables, and 
other paraphernalia, on time, the property went back to 
the original owners. Their fines were paid in due course 
of time. After Smith Payne had been compelled to aban- 
don the business, another man known as Enoch Pettit 
established a billiard and pool hall. This he did during 
the year 1876. He continued in this business only a short 
time when he sold his tables, etc., to Mr. Patrick H. 
Lalley, who is still a resident of Remington. Mr. Lalley 
continued in the business for quite a good while. Mr. 
Lalley was finally succeeded in this business by one John 
Hollingsworth, during the year 1879. This Mr. John 
Hollingsworth sold his billiard and pool tables to the firm 
of Royalty Brothers during the year 18S1. This firm soon 
dissolved, leaving J. H. Royalty as sole owner of the tables 
and sole proprietor of the establishment; but soon after 
this J. H. Royalty took as a partner in the business a Mr. 
George Shipman, There had, however, during a part of 
this time, been another table (pool) running in Remington. 
This table was the one kept in the saloon of Thomas 
Harris. This table George W. Shipman bought and 
placed it in the billiard and pool room proper, along with 
the other tables. The firm of Royalty & Shipman now 
had a monopoly of the billiard and pool business in Rem- 
ington. There was still another table in another saloon in 
the town upon which was played a game called * 'pigeon 
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hole. " The firm of Royalty & Shipman were not satisfied 
until they had secured this table also, which they did by 
purchase, and placed in their back room. This firm also 
conducted their business a little bit too carelessly by allow- 
ing minors to play on their tables, the result being that a 
certain term of the Circuit Court of Jasper county there 
were seven indictments found against the firm of Royalty & 
Shipman by the Grand Jury of Jasper county. These 
indictments all resulted in fines, and the parties not having 
the ready money, the billiard and pool tables were seized 
by the County Sheriff and sold, by which means the fines 
were liquidated. The tables were then moved to the 
other side of the street and stored away in the Thomas 
Harris' saloon. Soon after the firm of Royalty & Shipman 
were forced to relinquish the business, a Mr. Amos 
Watson and his son, from Rensselaer, came over here and 
engaged in the billiard and pool business, in the same 
room where the old tables were stored. This business 
was now run for only a short time by Amos Watson & Son, 
who presently sold out their interest in the tables and 
business to Thomas Harris, who had previously been 
burned out in 1884. Mr. Harris had previously had some 
experience in the billiard and pool business. He continued 
in the business for about two years, when he in turn sold 
his tables to a Mr. Charles Robinson. Charles Robin- 
son retained the business and tables for about one year 
when he sold the same back again to Mr. Thomas Harris. 
This latter transaction occurred during the year 1886. 
Harris was well calculated for this business, and he moved 
the tables at once back again to the building on the cor- 
ner of Indiana and Railway streets, where he continued to 
remain until the fall of the year 1888, when this building, 
as weH as all the other buildings in this block so far west 
as the alley, were destroyed by the fire fiend. He was 
now out of business until the fall of 1889, when he leased 
a portion of the second story of the C. L. Wilson building on 
South Ohio street. This place, however, did not suit him, 
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and he soon concluded to remove again to the room on the 
ground floor in the building adjoining the Wilson building 
on the south, owned by Mr. J. O. B. McDougle. Here he 
remained for perhaps two years, when he again removed 
his tables to South Railway street, directly south of the 
depot, in the room owned by J. S. Moorehead & Co., 
which had recently been occupied by John C. Allman, as a 
grocery store. Mr. Harris made this move in 1892. He 
has since quit the business, but still owns the tables. 




NEWSPAPERS. 

>HE REMINGTON JOURAL" was established in 
Remington on the 3d day of July, 1872, by 
Messrs. O. E. De Forest and J. E. Dunham. It 
was a weekly seven column folio, and neutral in 
politics. They sold this plant to Charles M. Johnson in 
March, 1873, who continued its publication until Septem- 
ber, 1874, when it ceased to be published, and the material 
was removed to Rensselaer, and the paper was there pub- 
lished and sent to Remington and distributed, retaining 
its original name of ' 'The Remington Journal, " but it was 
now a political paper, being Republican in political senti- 
ment. In October, 1874, Messrs. Shortridge & Winegar- 
den, formerly residents of Francesville, Ind. , established a 
six column quarto paper in Remington, Ind. This paper 
was Republican in political sentiment, and was called 
the "Remington Guard." This sheet survived only a few 
months, and about this time Messrs. A. J. Kitt and A. B. 
Clark came from Rochester, Indiana, to Remington, and 
established "The Remington Record." This paper was 
neutral in politics, and the proprietors continued to pub- 
lish it until about 1877, when the paper suspended publi- 
cation. Charles Jouvenat then established "The Reming- 
ton Times." a neutral paper, politically, and he continued 
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the publication of this paper until the fall of the year 1878, 
when the plant was moved to Goodland in Newton county, 
Ind., and there taken charge of by A. J. Kitt as editor and 
publisher. The next man to engage in the newspaper 
business here was Charles Cox. He was supported by Mr. 
Osman W. Church, who continued the publication of the 
paper under the name of "The Remington Times," until 
January, 1881, at which time William H. Coover assumed 
the editorial management, and he changed the name of 
the paper to "The Remington News." After a time this 
paper again changed hands and it now became the 
property of Mr. Oliver B. Mclntire; but he having other 
business to call his attention elsewhere, he finally sold the 
plant to Charles P. Hopkins, formerly of Rensselaer, Ind. , 
who continued to conduct it as a neutral paper until the 
fall of the year 1888, when he sold it to Mr. George 
Major. Mr. Major has greatly enlarged and improved this 
paper, and has increased its circulation to at least double 
the number of copies that any paper of the town had ever 
enjoyed prior to this time. Mr. Major, upon his assuming 
the control of this paper, changed its name from "The 
Remington News," to that of "The Remington Press." 
He has kept employed in the office continuously from the 
date he assumed the management, until the present time, 
Mr. Frank E. Babcock, who is an excellent compositor, 
and general newspaper man. 



STORMS. 



IN the summer of the ye,ar 1863, Remington was 
visited by a very severe wind storm, or cyclone, 
which did a great amount of damage to the build- 
ings of the town, that had been then put up. The 
school house had just been completed, and this storm moved 
it about eight feet from its foundations. These foundations 
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were not very substantial, the number of stones comprising 
them being too limited, so that when the storm struck the 
house it was at once lifted off but at once settled partly 
back, causing the floor to be nearly destroyed. The house 
that stands on the south line and main street was al$o 
moved off its foundation, being occupied at the time by 
George B. Clark. The house belonging to J. H. Miller, 
just northeast of the iron bridge, was also blown off its 
foundation, the doors torn from their hinges and the win- 
dows blown out. There were many other houses damaged, 
and various other injuries sustained by property owners. 
Nearly all the barns in the town were blown down and the 
lumber was scattered all over the village. A train that 
had just pulled in, was standing on the railway track, the 
engine being cut loose or detached therefrom. The wind 
storm catching the train of cars, they were moved almost 
to Wolcott, a distance of about six miles east of the town 
of Remington, before they were checked. Luckily there 
was no person injured in any way excepting financially by 
this storm. This was the most severe storm that ever vis- 
ited the town of Remington, although we had another 
twenty years later (July 4, 1883), that almost equaled it. 
The people of our town were greatly alarmed on both 
occasions. 



POSTOFFICE. 

HTthe beginning of the improvement and upbuilding 
of our country,or soon thereafter, we had established 
a country postoffice, known as Carpenter's Creek P. 
O. It was located near Carpenter's Grove, about one 
mile northwest. It had for postmasters Henry Downing, 
George G. Thompson and John L. DeWitt. This post- 
office was established on the farm then owned by Mr. 
George G. Thompson, which is now owned and occupied 
by James H. Green. 
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Mr. Thompson continued to act as postmaster until 
the railway was completed, about the 1st of January, i860, 
when the postoffice was transferred to Carpenter's Station, 
and John L. DeWitt became the postmaster. At that time 
there was no suitable place in the village for the postoffice; 
therefore Mr. DeWitt used his private residence as a post- 
office, a place nearly a half mile south of the railway depot, 
on the farm recently owned by James Sheetz, now owned 
by Mr. Galbraith. It remained there, however, only a short 
time, when it was removed into the building owned by 
John Wood, this being the oldest dwelling house in the place; 
being the dwelling now occupied by Mrs. Bartholomew. 
After a lapse of a few months the office was again moved, 
this time to the store room recently completed and known 
as the Bolles store room. This change was made on 
January 1, 1861. 

When this removal was accomplished, one James B. 
Shaw was appointed as postmaster. He held the office 
until shortly after the breaking out of the rebellion, when 
Mr. Shaw resigned his office and enlisted in the service ot 
the United States. Mr. Shaw's father, William H. Shaw, 
was given charge of the office. At the same time William 
H. Shaw was a clerk in the Bolles store. The office 
remained at this place for several years, but Mr. Bolles 
finally became tired of having the office in his store, and it 
was therefore moved across the railway. This occurred in 
the latter part of the year 1863. Mr. William Hopkins 
had recently built a store building on the corner of Indiana 
and Railway streets, and in this building the postoffice 
was now located, Mr. William H. Shaw still continuing to 
act as postmaster. Mr. Shaw remained as acting postmas- 
ter until after the assassination of President Abraham Lin- 
coln, on the 1 5th day of April, 1865, when vice-President 
Andrew Johnson became President of the United States. 
President Johnson's governmental policies differed from 
those of President Lincoln, and as a result there were 
many changes in government offices throughout the entire 
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country, and among those affected was the postoffice at 
Remington. Mr. Shaw vacated the office and Esquire 
Benj. B. Jeffries was appointed and became the postmaster 
in his stead. This change was made the latter part of the 
year 1865. Mr. Jeffries did not continue as postmaster for 
only a few months, when the office again went back into 
the hands of William H. Shaw, the office still remaining 
on the north side. The store of Mr. Hopkins had in 
the meantime changed hands. Mr. Elias Watts having 
bought out Mr. Hopkins, he now became the proprietor 
of this store, and still furnished store room for the post- 
office. Mr. Watts was postoffice clerk for Mr. Shaw while 
the office remained in his store room. About the year 
1 868 or 1 869, the postoffice was again removed over to the 
south side of Railway street, and was located in the drug 
store owned by Benjamin Butler. Mr. Butler also became 
Mr. Shaw's postoffice clerk. The office remained in But- 
ler's drug store until the 15th day of November, 1870, when 
George B. Clark took charge of it, he having a short time 
prior to this been appointed to assume control as post- 
master at Remington, Indiana. From this time on Mr. 
Geo. B. Clark was the postmaster for Remington continu- 
ously until after the election and inauguration of President 
Cleveland in 1884 and 1885. On the 1st day of January, 
1886, Mr. Clark vacated the office and turned the same 
over to Wellington A. Traugh, he having some time prior 
to this been appointed to succeed Mr. Clark. 

When Mr. Clark first took possession of the office, it 
was not a paying institution, but the business steadily 
increased as time went, until it was looked upon by Rem- 
ington people as a good job to hold down. The town in 
the first years of the seventies had began to improve quite 
rapidly, and as the country grew older and more populous, 
the postoffice became one of considerable importance. 
There was a great deal of building done here from 1870 to 
1880, and there was consequently a great addition to the 
population of the town. 
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In 1874 the farming community Was blessed with the 
largest corn crop that had ever been grown in this part of 
this country, considering the number of acres that had been 
planted, and the acreage was very extensive, considering 
this was a comparatively new country. At that time the 
lands in this vicinity had not been more than half broken up. 

Mr. George B. Clark came to Remington during the 
year i860, and has remained here uninterruptedly all the 
time to the present, excepting a short time, perhaps one 
year, that of 1888, which he and his wife spent in Florida. 
He was a business man prior to his postoffice career, hav- 
ing been in the grocery business during the sixties. After 
leaving the postoffice he concluded to lead a quiet, retired 
life, but this he could not do, for it was shown that upon 
his return from Florida, he immediately went into the gar- 
dening and vegetable raising business, and has continued 
in this business to the present time. Mr. Clark has been 
a citizen of Remington longer than any other man in town. 
As before stated, upon Mr. Clark's retirement from the post- 
office, January 1, 1866, Mr. Wellington A. Traugh assumed 
control. Mr. Traugh was a pronounced Democrat, and 
the second Democrat that ever held this postoffice; the 
former Democrat having been Mr. Benj. B. Jeffries. Im- 
mediately prior to this last change, there was considerable 
excitement among the Democrats as to who should receive 
this appointment, there being several candidates for the 
position, which, as is shown, was finally decided by giving 
the place to Mr. Traugh. Mr. Traugh was in control of 
this office for three years, two months and four days, when, 
on the 4th day of March, 1889, he resigned the office and 
recommended as his successor one William Bunnell, a brother- 
in-law of his, and a Republican. Mr. Bunnell received 
the appointment, and on March 4, 1889, he assumed con- 
trol of the office. Shortly after this there became another 
exciting time among the Republican patrons of this post- 
office. Many were not satisfied with Mr. Bunnell, and as 
usual in such places, there were several Republican candi- 
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dates for the place. A great many Republicans here 
blamed Congressman William D. Owen for suggesting and 
recommending the appointment of Mr. Bunnell. There is 
no doubt but that this appointment caused the loss to Mr. 
Owen of several votes here in his subsequent canvass for 
election to Congress, in October, 1890, he being defeated 
for that office, his successful competitor being the Hon. 
David A. Patton, who was elected over him by a plurality 
of about 1 , 200 votes. No doubt this postoffice affair had 
something to do with Mr. Owen's defeat, but there were 
many other greater and more serious causes that conspired 
to cause this result. 

The people of Remington, or at least a majority of 
them, were greatly rejoiced over the election of our fellow- 
townsman, Col. D, A. Patton. Col. Patton was an excel- 
lent citizen, and this was the first time that Remington had 
ever been honored with so influential and high an official 
as a live Congressman. The succeeding Monday night 
after this election was set apart for a grand jollification over 
this recent election, at Remington. As a result, our little 
city was crowded to its fullest capacity with citizens and 
strangers from Logansport, Monticello, Reynolds, Rensse- 
lear, Kentland, Goodland and all the stations along the 
line of the Panhandle railway, and country folks from all 
directions for many miles. There were huge bonfires, fire- 
works and excellent speeches from orators from Logan- 
sport, Kentland and other places. Every one seemed to 
take an interest, and the railway officials run excursion 
trains to accommodate the people. There was a stand 
erected for the speakers at the west end of the depot. 
There was, of course, the usual patronage which went to 
the various saloons, which was probably large, but consid- 
ering the excessively large gathering of the people, and all 
the circumstances, the people were very quiet and orderly, 
there being no quarreling, fighting nor disturbance of any 
character. There was one old threshing machine or sepa- 
rator cremated in the principal bonfire. This jollification 



Digitized by 



Google 



JASPER COUNTY, INDIANA. 9 1 

was held in Remington, mainly in honor of Col. Patton. 
But at the same time the Democracy had generally been 
successful throughout the State of Indiana and many other 
States. 

Some people found fault with the appointment of Mr. 
Wm. Bunnell, for the reason that he was a brother-in-law 
of Mr. Traugh, claiming that the office was being kept in 
one family. The people continued to find fault with Con- 
gressman W. D. Owen, and were so persistent, that he 
eventually found a place for Mr. Bunnell in Washington, 
City, when he (Bunnell) resigned the postmastership, and 
took charge of his position. 

The Republicans, or at least the Republican patrons 
of the postoffice, now adopted the plan of holding an elec- 
tion to determine who should be the successor of Mr. Bun- 
nell. This election resulted in the selection of Mr. H. H. 
Walker, who was appointed by the authorities at the capi- 
tol, and after being legally qualified for the performance of 
his duties as such postmaster, he was formally inducted 
into the office on the ist day of April, 1890, Mr. Bunnell 
having been postmaster one year and twenty-seven days. 
Mr. Walker is still at this time, January, 1894, the post- 
master at Remington, Ind., his successor not yet having 
been named. This gives us the record of all the postmas- 
ters of Carpenter's Station and Remington, with the excep- 
tion of the first one, whose name was Henry Downing. 
He lived on the farm known as the English Blake farm. 
He probably was postmaster in the year 1857. There 
were at that time only a very few people here. We have 
endeavored to give the name of each postmaster and the 
time covered by his service, from the date of the establish- 
ment of the first postoffice at Carpenter's Grove to the 
present time at Remington, Ind. The following shows, in 
a condensed form, each man and when he acted in this 
capacity: 
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lenry Downing. 1857. 

ieorge G. Thompson 1 858-1 859. 

ohn L. DeWitt i860. 

ames B. Shaw 1861-8865. 

William H. Shaw 1861-1865. 

3enj. B. Jeffries (six months) 1865. 

iVm. H. Shaw 1866 -1870. 

George B. Clark 1870-1886. 

Wellington A. Traugh 1 886-1 889. 

Nm. H. Bunnell 1889-1890. 

I. H. Walker 1890-1892. 

above covers a period of thirty-seven years, from 
to the present time, and during this time there has 
y two Democrats in the list, viz: Benj. B. Jeffries 
lington A. Traugh. 



SALOONS. 



r the first organization of the town of Remington, 
a great many of the citizens were desirous of hav- 
ing a temperauce town. Remington, however, 
has never been blessed by a day even, when 
ere not to be purchased within her limits. If it was 
e had through the State and county license, it 
got by the quart through Federal or Government 
During the first five years of the existence of the 
ere were no saloons wherein could be purchased 
y the drink. Whilst this was the case, our liquor 
e being continually violated, for the dealers in the 
ild, contrary to law, sell to certain persons, and in 
ny person, by the drink, who they believed would 
■m on them or give them away to the grand jury 
r criminal officers. Whisky was mainly kept 
in the drug stores, where certain persons 
st it, in any quantity desired. It was also 
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kept in certain grocery stores, where it could be 
had under similar conditions. These grocers, of course, 
were armed with a Government permit to sell intoxicating 
liquors. But when James A. May returned home from the 
Army in 1865, he engaged in the liquor business under a 
United States Government permit, and in March, 1866, 
the Board of County Commissioners of Jasper county 
granted him a license to sell his liquors at retail, or in 
other words, by the drink. This was the first licensed 
saloon ever established in the town of Remington. At 
that time the town had not yet been incorporated. Mr. 
May did not remain in this business a great while, but 
sold his saloon business to Ambrose Ford, who was a new 
comer here, having located in Remington during that year 
(1866). When May's license expired under which Ford 
had been selling, he, Ford, made an application for a 
retailer's license in his own name, but met with a great 
deal of opposition from the temperance element of the 
town, who prepared a strong remonstrance to his applica- 
tion, which remonstrance was signed by two thirds of the 
citizens of the town. This remonstrance was taken to the 
county seat and filed with the County Auditor, and it 
became a part of the papers in the case. The remonstrants 
had also good legal counsel to assist them in their fight 
against Mr. Ford. After the case had been called, and 
tried, and counsel heard pro and con, the Board of County 
Commissioners refused to grant to Mr. Ford the license as 
he had prayed for. This case was heard at the March 
term of the Board of Commissioners, 1867. Mr. Ford 
was very much disappointed, and dissatisfied with the 
result of his suit, but he continued to sell by the quart. 
His son, Lewis A. Ford, made an application for retail 
license to sell intoxicating liquors during the year 1872, and 
there being no serious opposition to his application, the 
license was granted to him. His saloon was, however, not 
in the same building in which Mr. May and Ford's father 
had conducted their business, being in a building that 
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then stood on the lot where Mr. J. O. B. McDougle is now 
conducting his general merchandise business. Ford's per- 
mit licensed him to do business in a room which had been 
built by Mr. William Irwin, on the lot now owned and 
occupied by George D. Myer, as his residence northwest of 
Exchange Block. At this time there were no other build- 
ings of any kind, within a hundred yards of this saloon; it 
stood all alone, but was easily found, however. Mr. Ford 
had many drawbacks to contend against, whilst he was 
engaged in this business, for it was during a time when 
the temperance folks were constantly making war on 
the saloons, and at about this time, the temperance women of 
the town completed an organization, whose object was to 
break up the saloon business in Remington, mention 
having been made regarding this matter hereinbefore. They 
made it so unpleasant for Mr. Ford that he finally con- 
cluded that he would go out of the business, which he did, 
before the expiration of his license. 

Jared H. Fountain, heretofore mentioned, also was 
another of the liquor men of Remington, who made a des- 
perate effort to withstand the opposition of the temperance 
folks, during the times they were waging their warfare 
against the saloons. He was a very eccentric man, his 
eccentricity consisting mainly in his politeness to all per- 
sons with whom he came in contact. But his record 
as a saloon keeper, was not free from criticism. He had a 
very frail wife, who was seriously addicted to the drink 
habit herself, which fact did not tend to establish the 
credit of his saloon. But about the year 1877 he sold out 
his business, and soon after this he departed this life. His 
wife also followed him about the year 1884. Mr. Fountain 
was at one time in flourishing circumstances. He was the 
owner of several valuable lots in Remington, and appar- 
ently handled a considerable amount of money. He also 
owned a farm between here and Wolcott. But owing to 
the constant war made against him, his wealth was soon 
dissipated, and he died very poor. 
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Michael Cassiday engaged here in the liquor traffic 
during the year 1872. He first built a small room on the 
lot immediately west of Daniel O'Connor's place of busi- 
ness, near the railway, but after having completed the 
building, the location did not suit him, and he accordingly 
moved the house on to the lot at present occupied by 
Croff Cheek as a meat market. Cassiday did business 
under a Federal Government permit only, and his stay 
here was of short duration, and he soon left the town. 
Cassiday was followed by one George Clay, Clay by Beck 
Bros., and they by Jacob Fireizen, he by John Eck, Eck 
by John Henderson, he by Joseph S. Ward. Ward sold 
out to G. Arpin, who finally closed his business out, 
and removed to the west. The Jared H. Fountain build- 
ing, on the north side was now occupied as a saloon by 
Alex Stebbins, but he also remained but a short time, 
when his place was occupied by John Willits, for a short 
time only. Peter Trudeau followed him in the business, 
and remained here about one year, when he also stopped. 
All of the last seven named saloon keepers did business 
on a Government permit. In 1879 Albert Ellis engaged in 
the liquor trafic under Government license, and continued 
to thus sell until in the year 1881; he had in the mean- 
time taken in his brother, James F. Ellis, as a partner. 
In 1 88 1 they secured a State and county license from the 
Board of County Commissioners, to sell by retail, which 
they did until during the year 1883, when their place of 
business which was the old Jared H. Fountain building, 
was destroyed by fire, which crippled them to a considera- 
ble extent. This caused them to seek another place in 
which to conduct their business, and soon after this fire J. 
O. B. McDougal built on the second lot west of the alley in 
the burnt district, and he leased this building to the Ellis 
Bros, for saloon purposes, where they commenced opera- 
tions again in their line of business in the fall of the year 
1883. The firm continued to do a thriving business until 
in the year 1 866, when the firm was dissolved, and Albert 
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Ellis removed to Wolcott, White county, Indiana, where 
he engaged in the same business. 

James F. Ellis has continued in the saloon business 
from the date of the dissolution of the partnership, in his 
own individual name up to the present time. He is 
regarded generally as an excellent, law abiding citizen. He 
is liberal, always donating freely to any and all benevolent 
and charitable cases, and ever ready to assist any needy 
poor person. He came to Remington a poor man himself, 
but by close attention to his own business affairs, he has 
succeeded in procuring a moderate competence, and is at 
present the owner of some very good real estate in the 
town of Remington. He resides in his own property, 
which was originally built by one of the Beal brothers, and 
he is also the owner of the property originally built by a 
Mr. McDonnell, better known as the Felix R. Donnelley 
property, which he leases. He visited this part of the 
country first in the year i860. It was then very new, 
with plenty of game of all kinds, and "Frank," as he is 
known by all, was then, as he still is, a great lover of sport 
with the rod and gun. He located for the time in the little 
neighborhood of Black Oak. He only remained there 
a part of one summer, and he then returned to Mont- 
gomery county, Indiana, his former home, where he 
enlisted into the army, and served as a soldier until the 
close of the war, when he returned again to his old home 
in Montgomery county. He remained there until the fall 
of 1879, when he returned again to this county and located 
in Remington, where he has remained in business until the 
present time. But to revert again to the saloon business 
of Remington. On the south side of the Railway, and on 
the site of John S. Hollett's coal building, had been erected 
a two story frame building which had been constructed in 
the year 1867 by Mr. Nisher. This building was intended 
for a business house; it was for several years occupied as a 
saloon by J. H. Fountain, George Clay, Beck Bros., Mr. 
Fireizen, John Eck, George Seitz, John Henderson and 
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Thomas Harris, the latter of whom made an application to 
the Board of County Commissioners for a license to sell by 
retail. At this time the fight against liquor had practic- 
ally ceased and Mr. Harris experienced but very little diffi- 
culty in securing his license to retail, which was granted to 
him about the year 1880. Harris continued in the business 
under retail license until the 28th day of October, 1884, 
when his place of business, with many other buildings and 
their contents, were destroyed by fire. It is proper here to 
state that in 1881 Mr. Harris experienced difficulty in 
securing a license. A Mr. Nelson filed a remonstrance with 
the Auditor of the County, opposing the granting of a 
license to Mr. Harris. This had the effect to defeat Harris 
at that term of the Commissioner s Court, but at the suc- 
ceeding term, through the use of the name of Van Buren 
Hinds, he succeeded in securing the license in Hinds' name, 
and under this name and a short time under the name of 
Geo. Daffer, in 1884, the license was continued until the 
date of the fire in 1884, as stated above. This fire ended 
the career of Thomas Harris as a saloon keeper in Rem- 
ington. 

The next man to engage in the liquor traffic that we 
call attention to was Timothy O'Connor. He constructed 
a frame building on the corner of North and Rangeline 
streets, immediately across the street North from his 
private residence. Into this building he placed a stock of 
groceries, and liquor and beer, which he sold by authority 
of a grovernment permit. He commenced this business 
during the year 1868. He continued there in this business 
until the year 1880, when he moved his building down town, 
and located on the first lot south of Railway street and on 
the west side of Ohio street. There had been much 
opposition to Mr. O'Connor on account of saloon business 
for several years, from the anti-saloon men and women, of 
the town, but Mr. O'Connor was a man that was hard to 
bluff or intimidate. The crusaders had threatened him 
with the destruction of property repeatedly; he was not 
7 
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easily alarmed, and their threats were never carried into 
execution, although they put him to much court costs by 
defending prosecutions against him, some of which went 
before the Supreme Court of the State, in which Mr. 
O'Connor was successful. 

In 1 88 1, O'Connor made an application to the Board 
of County Commissioners for a license to retail his liquors, 
and the fight against the traffic now being almost 
entirely abated, he was granted his license without much 
opposition. Mr. O'Connor was a fair business man, and 
dealt honorably with his customers; he remained here in 
the retail saloon business until May 9, 1887. When he was 
suddenly attacked with disease and died. After his death 
his son, Daniel O'Connor, secured a license to carry on 
the business, which he has done with the aid of his brother 
Dennis up to this time, 1 894. Both are excellent business 
young men, and are especially suited for this particular 
kind of business, having had many years of actual experi- 
ence, before engaging in it for themselves. It will be seen 
from the above that the O'Connor's, including Timothy, 
the father, and his sons have carried on a licensed saloon 
trade in Remington for fourteen years, with a break of 
about a month immediately following the death of the 
father, who died May 9, 1887, and the son Daniel secured 
a license in his own name about one month later, at the 
June term of the Commissioner's Court, 1888. There is 
another brother, Frank, who might be mentioned here, 
although he only attended bar for his father a small portion 
of the time. His business, however, was that of an 
engineer, he having for a long time been the engineer in a 
warehouse here, but later he went west, and secured, 
employment on one of the western railways. 

Still another man to engage in the liquor traffic in 
Remington was B. P. Dluzak, who had formerly lived in 
the country near town, and concluded to try his luck in 
this business, but he was an inexperienced man, and was 
not so successful as those who understood the business 
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better than he. He obtained a retail license the first week 
in December, 1887, and continued in it until his place was 
destroyed by fire on the 28th day December, 1888. His 
place of business was the second lot west from Indiana 
street, and north side of Railway street. At this time 
there were about seven business houses connected together 
which were all destroyed by this fire, extending to the alley 
east of Mr. Heilig's restaurant. After this fire B. P. 
Dluzak was unable from his own means to start again, but 
he got assistance from his father, who furnished him the 
means to rebuild a good substantial building on the site of 
his house that had been destroyed, but after the building 
was ready he concluded that he would abandon the business, 
even after he had made .another application for license, 
which he withdrew. His brother, John Dluzak, had prob- 
ably been a silent partner with him, and after the new 
building was completed they did some business under the 
quart or Government permit plan; but this was not a suc- 
cess, and John Dluzak went from here to Kankakee City, 
Illinois, where he was employed as a bartender, and B. P. 
Dluzak sold out his interest in this saloon to his father, 
Jacob Dluzak. Another brother, Joseph Dluzak, obtained 
in his own name a license for his father to sell by retail at 
the June term, 1891. Jacob Dluzak continued to conduct 
this business under a retail license for one year, and then 
for a short time after the expiration of his retail license he 
conducted a quart saloon under a Government permit. 
Ha finally sold out his stock and real estate to Mr. George 
Eck, who is his immediate successor. Mr. Eck has con- 
tinued in the business to the present time, under retail 
license. 

It will thus • be seen that the liquor traffic has been 
carried on in this place from the very earliest settlement of 
the town to the present time. It is not known that any 
good has ever resulted from the sales of liquor in Reming- 
ton, but it has been conclusively demonstrated that much 
harm has resulted therefrom. Besides the money uselessly 
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spent in drink, the many drunkards thereby made, the 
neglect of many wives and little children; there has been 
one death traceable directly to this curse. We refer to the 
death of Thomas Watson, which occurred on a very cold 
winter's night. He had been putting up ice during the day, 
and at night he patronized the various saloons in the town 
quite freely, and it was quite late when he started home, 
and he was found the next morning, just east of the Rail- 
way stock yards, near Mr. Hollett's barn; he had been 
unable to reach his home, and had fallen on the ice, his 
head being frozen solidly into the ice, which it had melted 
while he was yet living. This was one of the most horrible 
spectacles that men are called upon to witness. It was 
with difficulty that men who had worked with him the 
day previous, could recognize him. This affair ' occurred 
during the winter of 1882. He left a widow and family of 
small children to mourn his loss. This family was not the 
only one in Remington that has severely suffered on 
account of this demon, King Alcohol. It would appear 
that men witnessing such scenes, and knowing the suffer- 
ing caused by intemperance, would forever forswear the 
use of alcoholic drinks. But they do not. There is per- 
haps more suffering, and more wrong doing being done in 
our town to-day, caused by the excessive use of intoxicants 
than our people ever experienced before, and there is pro- 
portionately more intoxicating liquors sold here perhaps 
than ever was sold before. We have confined our 
record mainly to the saloons of Remington, but it is proper 
to state, that whisky was sold in some of our earliest 
grocery stores. Whisky was kept for sale, and given away 
to customers of the Bolles general merchandise store. 
Joseph Lewis also kept whisky in his grocery store to 
accommodate his customers, until he sold out to James A. 
May. The above of course does not include any of the 
drug stores of Remington, as it is understood everywhere 
that whisky is the principal stock in trade of all well 
regulated drug stores. We presume we would not be far 
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wrong, if we should state that the drug stores of Reming- 
ton have since the incorporation of the town, sold as much 
whisky as the saloons. Their class of customers, however, 
is different from the class who patronize the saloons, it being 
contended that the patrons of the drug stores belong to the 
upper ten class, whilst the saloon patron is a member of 
the lower million class. The temperance people, however, 
have never molested the drug stores, nor interfered in any 
way with their business. 

Following will be found the names of men engaged in 
the liquor business in saloons and groceries in Remington, 
with the dates as nearly as it is possible to give them, from 
our first settlement up to the present time: 

George B. 1 860 

W. B. 1861 

Joseph Lewis 1 862-1 865 

James A. May 1 866 

Ambrose Ford 1 866-1 867 

Jared H. Fountain 1 869 

Timothy O'Connor ~ 1 868-1 888 

George Clay. 1 873 

Michael Cassiday 1 872 

John Eck 1873 

Beck Brothers 1 874 

Jacob Fireizen 1875 

Joseph Glosser 1 876 

G. Arpin 1 877 

Alex Stebbins 1 878 

John Willitts 1 879 

Thomas Harris 1 88 1 

Peter Trudeau. 1878 

Albert Ellis 1879 

James F. Ellis 1 881-1894 

Van Buren Hinds 1881-1884 

B. P. Dluzak 1888 

Joseph Dluzak. 1 890-1 891 

Daniel O'Connor 1888-1894 
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DRUG STORES. 

IN 1868, Felix R. Donnelley established the first drug 
store in Remington. His place of business was at 
the corner of Ohio and North Railway streets, where 
Allman & Sheetz' hardware store is now established. 
His business as a druggist did not continue a great length 
of time. About this time Dr. S. C. Maxwell also engaged 
in the druggist business. He sold his store after a short 
time to Mr. Andrew J. Chambers. This stock of goods was 
located in the building owned by J. O. B. McDougle on the 
south side Railway street. Mr. Chambers was a strict and 
correct business man. Although it may be slightly out of 
place here, yet we desire to call attention to a brother of 
Andrew J. Chambers, who was also much of a trader and 
speculator; his name was John Chambers. About the 
year 1870 he organized a syndicate or colony of Rem- 
ington people to invest in real estate in a suburb of 
Indianapolis, the object being a speculation in town 
lots there. They bought a tract of land there and 
laid it out into town lots, which they expected to sell 
at immense profits. Among the persons to invest in 
this enterprise and to locate there, we may mention Albert 
J. Chambers, John Chambers, Lycurgus Rowels, John 
Nutt, S. C. Maxwell, Robert Parker, and Elias Watts. 
There were others, also, who took an interest in this specu- 
lation, whose namer. we cannot now recall ;%but the scheme 
proved a failure, and nearly all of the party were badly 
damaged financially, some of them being entirely broken 
up. Mr. A. J. Chambers abandoned his drug business 
here at that time, and did not return again. James Spen- 
cer was another of our early druggists. His storeroom was 
on the second lot west of Indiana and North jjRailway 
streets, now occupied by George Eck. His business was 
commenced about the year 1870. His former business 
had been that of farming, he having owned a farm for 
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several years about two miles north of the town. He 
built a good residence in the west part of town, in what is 
now known as Major's West addition to the town of Rem- 
ington, the property being now owned by County Com- 
missioner O. P, Taber. He built this residence in 1869. 
Mr. Spencer was, also, during the time he was conducting 
his drug store, an acting Justice of the Peace, having been 
elected as the second man to fill the office of Justice of the 
Peace in Carpenter township. His Constable was Mr. 
Thomas E. Donnelley, whose residence was also in Rem- 
ington. Then one John O'Connor was for a time engaged 
in the drug business, and had his store in D. W. Green's 
storebuilding where Messrs. Allman & Sheetz' hardware 
store is situated. This Mr. O'Connor was in business here 
about the year 1868. His stay was short. Then Jasper 
Guy and Harvey Hartman went into the drug business, 
but Mr. Hartman did not remain in it very long; he with- 
drawing, left Guy as sole proprietor of the store, he having 
sold his interest to Mr. Guy. Mr. Guy branched out 
quite extensively in this business. He was a practical 
pharmacist, and was determined to make some money, 
which he certainly did very rapidly for a time, for it 
was estimated that at one time he had amassed several 
thousand dollars; but eventually misfortunes overtook him 
as they do many others and finally he was forced to the 
wall, and then moved from Remington to Goodland, where 
he again went into the drug business, and while there he 
had the misfortune to be burned out; from Goodland he 
went to Kentland, and there he undertook the same busi- 
ness again, where he met with the same misfortune that 
overtook him in Goodland, and having no insurance on his 
property this time he was financially ruined, and he again 
returned to Remington. During Mr. Guys career as a 
druggist in Remington he was the owner of several valuable 
pieces of residence property, one of which was the two 
story frame buiding on the corner of Indiana street, and 
the Goodland and Wolcott road, or Fifth street, known as 
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the James Brodie property; Mr. Guy traded this property 
to Henry Tribby for the fine brick residence now owned by 
Harry E. Hartley, on Illinois street. This brick structure 
was built in 1872; and after Mr. Guy sold it, it was occu- 
pied and owned by Robert Parker for several years, and 
until he, Mr. Parker, sold it to Mr. Hartley. Mr. Guy's 
misfortunes growing thicker and coming on faster, he 
finally sold his drug store to E. H. Briggs. After his 
return to Remington he was engaged for a time in the 
house painting business, but eventually he turned his atten- 
tion to the law. He made slow progress at this profession 
for some time, but after a while his business began to pick 
up, so that now he has a fair practice, and has secured a 
very good law library, consisting of standard texts books, 
the Indiana Reports complete, and nearly all of the North- 
Eastern Reports. It has been heretofore stated that A. J. 
Chambers was engaged in conducting a drug store in Rem- 
ington, but in the year 1869 he sold his store to Mr. 
Benjamin Butler, who became his successor in this busi- 
ness; Mr. Butler continued in the druggist business for 
several years, being located on Ohio street on the south 
side of the railway track. He built two good brick busi- 
ness houses with offices and lodge rooms in the second 
story. He was a thorough business man, and accumulated 
considerable money while he remained here. Benjamin 
Butler sold his store to Messrs. Tribby & Patton in the 
year of 1874, but they only kept charge of the store for 
about one year when they in turn sold out to P. B. Turpin 
in 1875. Mr. P. B. Turpin remained in the business for 
about three years, and in 1878 he sold out to Mr. Walter 
Railsback, and one year later Railsback sold to Messrs. 
Patton & Hartman, who in turn sold to Mr. Benjamin 
Butler in the year 1880. Mr. Butler had a brother inter- 
ested with him in this store, and the firm was known and 
recognized as Butler Bros. Butler Brothers remained here 
in the drug business until the year 1882, when they sold 
out to Messrs. Traugh & Townsend, and about this time 
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Mr. Benjamin Butler located in the city of Chicago, 111., 
where he has since continued to reside. Messrs. Traugh & 
Townsend since the date of their purchase in 1882, have 
continuously remained in the drug business, and are to be 
found at their old stand at the present time. We may add 
that they have been uniformly successful in their enterprise. 
After the grocery store of Mr. McDougle, in the Exchange 
Block, was closed, the room was leased to Mr. H. Hazle- 
rigg in the year 1876, and he at once placed in it a good 
stock of drugs, etc. , and in a short time W. B. Hendricks 
was taken into the store as a partner. They only contin- 
ued this business until during the year 1877, when they 
sold out their store to Mr. William Foster, an old citizen 
of Gilboa township, Benton county, who was also a lumber 
dealer of Remington at one time. He concluded that he was 
not predestined to become a successful druggist, and before 
a great while he closed the store out to one Dr. H. Z. 
Leonard, who remained until 1879, and being involved and 
threatened with vexatious litigation, he left the town in 
1 879. At this time Jasper Guy moved the remaining portion 
of his stock into the room abandoned by Dr. Leonard, and 
in the year 1881 Mr. Guy sold out to E. H. Briggs, as 
before stated. Briggs remained the sole proprietor of this 
store until the year 1890, at which time he associated him- 
self in this business with Mr. Joseph Larsh, who had 
thoroughly mastered the business, having been for several 
years previous to this date a clerk in this drug store. Mr. 
Larsh had also done business in this line in his own name 
during 1889 and 1890 in Wolcott, White county, Indiana. 
He then returned to Remington, having sold his Wolcott 
interests to Frank Hart, who had just prior to the above 
transaction been a clerk in E. H. Briggs' store in Reming- 
ton. Mr. George Hart had also been a clerk in Briggs* 
store, and when Mr. Larsh returned from Wolcott and 
assumed the partnership with Briggs, he (Briggs) assisted 
George Hart to establish himself in the drug business in 
Kentland, Indiana. George Hart still remains in Kentland 
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in this line of trade. George and Frank Hart are brothers, 
and are sons of Mr. Esau Hart, the proprietor of the Rem- 
ton Hotel. They are both respected citizens and good 
business men. Mr. Joseph Larsh became a partner with 
E. H. Briggs in 1890, and in the year 1891 he became sole 
proprietor of this store, having bought out Mr. Briggs' en- 
tire interest. 

In our record of the druggists here we have overlooked 
one Dr. Cassell, who purchased the drug store owned by 
James Spencer in about the year 1873. Dr. Cassell was a 
very unhealthy and weakly man. Shortly after his arrival 
here he was married to Miss Ida Babb, being at the time 
of his marriage barely able to stand upon his feet. He 
lived but a very few weeks after the marriage ceremony 
was solemnized. 

Mr. Robert Lecklider immediately followed Dr. Cas- 
sell in the drug store business. In addition to this he kept 
a millinery store in the front part of the house and whisky 
in the rear, which was dispensed as his various patrons de- 
sired, without any regard to a retail license. Some dubbed 
his place of business a " Sunday Drug Store." The people 
finally tired of his manner of conducting affairs and had 
him arrested. Mr. Lecklider agreed to close his saloon if 
the prosecutors would drop the case, which was finally 
acceded to. Prior to all this Mr. Lecklider had been a 
hard laboring man, but had received a stroke of palsy, 
which deprived him of the use of his lower limbs for a 
long time, so that he was entirely unable to do work of any 
kind, hence he concluded that he could assist in making a 
living for his family by selling whisky. He had previous 
to his misfortune been engaged in the furniture business, 
but in this he was not successful, being unable to give the 
business the physical attention that it demanded. He 
finally closed out his furniture business at a great sacrifice, 
bking unable to attend to the trade. After the disposal of 
his furniture stock, his wife, Mrs. M. E. Licklider, with 
his assistance, established the millenry and dress making 
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business. They then appeared to be doing very well until 
the fire of October 28, 1888, when they, with many of their 
neighbors, were burned out, the Lecklider's losing very 
nearly all the property they owned, which was not insured, 
and was consequently a total loss. This fire of course de- 
stroyed their building, which they owned, and left them 
without a place in which to carry on any business, had 
they desired to do so. They were unable to rebuild and 
so they gathered together what few remaining goods that 
had not been destroyed and removed to Rensselaer, Ind. , 
in the late fall of 1888. Mr. Robert Lecklider was an old 
soldier, having been a member of the 9th Ind. Vols. 
Infantry, under General Milroy, when he was colonel of 
this regiment. His health still continued to fail him. He 
was finally taken to the Soldiers' Home at Dayton, Ohio, 
in 1890. After remaining there for perhaps six months, 
he died, and was brought back to Rensselaer, Ind., for 
interment. As elsewhere stated in this work, the druggists 
of Remington, without, perhaps, a single exception, kept 
well supplied with whisky for sale. There has been all 
told engaged in this drug business, with liquor as a side 
line, about seventeen different persons or firms in Reming- 
ton, one we had inadvertently overlooked being a Mr. J. 
M. Briggs, father of E. H. Briggs. They were associated 
together in this business for some time, when J. M. Briggs 
disposed of his interest to E. H. Briggs. Mr. Briggs, Sr., 
had been a resident of Remington during the seventies, and 
was a much respected citizen. After disposing of his inter- 
ests here he returned to Troy, N. Y. , his former home, 
where he is now engaged as a book store keeper. 

Mr. Joseph Larsh, as a business man, is among the 
best in Remington. He is a jovial, whole-souled man, and 
while in his presence one always feels at home. His 
present clerk is Frank Peck, who started in with Mr. Larsh 
when he returned here from Wolcott and went into this 
store. He has made rapid progress in mastering his duties 
in this position and is now considered an excellent clerk. 
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He is amply qualified to conduct this business alone, and 
he often does so, in the absence of Mr. Larsh. 

There may be a few errors in the foregoing record of 
the drug business in Remington, but we are confident there 
are not many; and if there should be any, they are certainly 
not very serious. So far as the handling of liquors by 
our druggists and, perhaps, also by the various saloon 
keepers, who have done business in Remington, have 
affected the morals of the town is concerned, we are not 
entirely prepared to say, only that, perhaps, the morals 
have not been improved thereby. Yet we sincerely believe 
that Remington will favorably compare in this regard with 
any other town in Indiana of like population. 



CARPENTER TOWNSHIP 

aARPENTER Township was organized from the 
south half of Jordan Township during the year 
1862, and Thomas Lamborn was elected its first 
Trustee, in April, 1862, and served two years, or 
until April, 1 864, when Felix R. Donnelley succeeded him, 
and served one year, or until April, 1865. Thomas Lam- 
born was then appointed by David T. Halstead, Auditor of 
Jasper county, to serve out the unexpired term of Mr. 
Donnelley, and was re-elected in April, 1866, and served 
until April, 1868, when he was succeeded by William 
Irwin, who retained the office for only one year, when Mr. 
Lamborn was appointed by Ira W. Yeoman, County Auditor 
at that time, to fill out the unexpired term of Mr. Irwin. 
Thomas Lamborn continued to fill the office until Novem- 
ber 12, 1870, when his death occurred, and James F. 
Irwin was appointed by Ira W. Yeoman, Auditor, as Lam- 
born's successor, to fill out the unexpired term. Mr. Irwin 
was then elected at the next ensuing election as his own 
successor, and served until January 17, 1874, when he 
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resigned. Dr. S. C. Maxwell was then appointed by the 
County Auditor, Frank W. Babcock, and served out the 
unexpired term of a little more than eight months, vacating 
the office on the 20th day of October, 1874, when James 
E. Irwin, who had been re-elected again, took the office. 
Mr. Irwin then served continuously for six years, having 
been twice re-elected, and vacated the office in April, 1880, 
when William H. Henkle, who had been elected, assumed 
the duties of the office. Mr. Henkle served as Trustee two 
years, vacating the office and turning it over to James F. 
Irwin, who had again been re-elected. Mr. Irwin held the 
office until February, 1883, when he resigned the same to 
accept the office of County Clerk, having been elected to 
this latter office at the preceding election. Mr. O. M. 
Vickery was appointed by Ezra Nowels, County Auditor, 
to fill this vacancy. He was subsequently twice elected 
Trustee of the township, and served in that capacity until 
the month of April, 1888. William O. Roadifer was 
elected Township Trustee as Mr. Vickery's successor. He 
served for four years, and was re-elected as his own suc- 
cessor for four more years. Mr. Roadifer is the present 
Trustee. We now have a period of thirty-two years, from 
the original organization of Carpenter township. 

Following is the names of all the Trustees of Carpen- 
ter township and length of time each served, in years, 
months and days: 

Thos. Lamborn ... 6 years, 9 months and 1 1 days 

Felix R. Donnelley 1 year 

William Irwin 1 year 

James F. Irwin .... 3 years, 2 months and 5 days 

S. C. Maxwell 8 months and 3 days 

James F. Irwin ... 5 years, 4 months and 1 1 days 

William H. Henkle 2 years 

James F. Irwin ......... 10 months and 1 5 days 

O. M. Vickery. ... 5 years, 1 month and 15 days 

William O. Roadifer 6 years 
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Prior to the year 1862, each township in the State of 
Indiana was required to have three Township Trustees, 
one the President, one Secretary and one Treasurer, but 
during the session of the legislature of Indiana for 1861 
and 1862, this law was abolished, and a law passed author- 
izing the election of only one man in each township as 
Trustee for such township. This of course was a. righteous 
step in the direction of economy, for one man could per- 
form the duties of Township Trustee as promptly and 
efficiently as three, and the fees of the two extra men were 
thus saved to the several townships throughout the State. 
From 1 861 to 1865, it will be remembered that the war of 
the great Rebellion was in progress in the United States, 
and during the latter two years of the war our people were 
menaced with the prospects of being compelled to submit 
to a draft in order to raise the necessary quota of troops 
required to be furnished by Carpenter township. But we 
believe that all those who were drafted did not go to the 
front, but furnished substitutes, which cost each from 
eight hundred to one thousand dollars, the men being 
assisted to raise this money by their more fortunate neigh- 
bors. 

It is proper to note here that the office of Trustee for 
Carpenter township has invariably been administered in a 
prudent and business-like way. That not a man who has 
thus far held the office has in any manner been found 
recreant to the duties imposed upon him by law, with the 
possible exception of William Irwin, who, whilst he was 
serving as Trustee, very suddenly disappeared and his 
whereabouts were never discovered. His office was left in 
a slight muddle, but everything was soon straightened out 
by his son, James F. Irwin, who was appointed as his suc- 
cessor. As before stated, each township in the State of 
Indiana had three Township Trustees prior to the organi- 
zation of Carpenter Township, but at the time this organi- 
zation was effected, the law was changed and one Trustee 
was substituted in lieu of three. Previous to the organiza- 
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tion of Carpenter township, Jordan township, of which 
Carpenter was a part, had three Township Trustees, whose 
names were as follows: John Jordan, Eleazer Lamson and 
Thomas Lamborn. When this reorganization was consum- 
mated, Eleazer Lamson was elected Trustee for Jordan 
township, and Thomas Lamborn was elected Trustee for 
Carpenter township. 




PHYSICIANS. 

>HE first physician to locate in Remington was Dr. 
Albert Irwin, who came here during the year 
1 862 ; he was a very unhealthy young man, and 
died here in 1863. He was a brother of James S. 
Irwin, who was formerly in the grain business here, but who 
is now a resident of South Dakota. 

The second physician for Remington was Dr. Samuel 
Miller, who located here soon after the close of the late 
war. Dr. Miller had been a soldier in the Mexican war, 
and had also been a Captain of a company during the late 
war of the Rebellion. After his location here he immedi- 
ately commenced the practice of medicine. Dr. Miller 
was well informed in medical science, and thoroughly 
understood the business of his profession, and it was but a 
short time until he was in the enjoyment of a good practice, 
when- we take into consideration the sparcely settled con- 
dition of the country at that time. There were also only a 
few families residing in the town at that time. In his 
earlier days Dr. Miller had also learned the wagon maker's 
trade, and he also worked at that business when not other- 
wise engaged, whilst he lived in Remington. He also 
built two fairly good residence houses while he was here, 
which has been mentioned elsewhere in this work. 

Dr. Miller removed from the town in 1868, and relo- 
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cated in Winona, Minn. , where he died about fifteen years 
later. 

Remington's third physician was Dr. Samuel C. Max- 
well, who located here on the 18th day of February, 1866. 
He at once manifested a deep interest in the welfare of 
Remington, always assisting any enterprise tending to the 
advancement of the financial and moral standing of the 
town. He was a very pious man, and an enthusiastic 
member of and worker for, the Christian church; this 
church organization built their house of worship in the 
year 1869. Dr. Maxwell took an active interest in the 
furtherance of this church building enterprise, and after it 
was completed it was leased for a portion of the time to 
the organization known as the •' Church of God," styled by 
some "soul sleepers," who held services here for a time, 
but some unfortunate misunderstanding transpiring, the 
so-called "soul sleepers," were ejected from this church, 
and not permitted to re-enter. 

Dr. David H. Patton established himself in Reming- 
ton, and commenced the practice of medicine here during 
the year 1 867. His home has been in Remington from 
that date to the present time. He has all this time enjoyed 
an excellent practice; has always held himself in readiness 
to attend any and all cases, and has thereby endeared him- 
self to the people of the community. He made some 
money in his profession, and was always easy on his credit- 
ors. He had an excellent medical education, and was 
fairly successful in restoring his patients to health: He 
was appointed as one of the Pension Medical Examiners by 
President Cleveland during his first administration, when 
the board was located at Remington, and he held this 
office until the change in the administration was made by 
the election of President Harrison, when Dr. H. Landon 
was appointed as Dr. Patton's successor. He became a 
candidate for Congress in the Tenth Indiana Congressional 
District in 1 890, having received the Democratic nomina- 
tion for the office at the hands of the Congressional con- 
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vention of that year held at Monon. His Republican 
competitor for this office, was the Hon. Wm. D. Owens, 
of Logansport, Indiana. This election was held in Novem- 
ber, 1890, and resulted in the selection of Dr. Patton by 
about 1 , 200 plurality over Mr. Owens. He served as Con- 
gressman for two years. The Democratic party having 
again come into power, Dr. Patton made application for 
and was appointed as a Receiver of Public Moneys at the 
land agency located at Woodward, in the Cherokee strip, 
just thrown open to settlement. 

At the breaking out of the great rebellion, Dr. Patton, 
who was then a young man, and attending college, prepara- 
tory to entering into his profession, responded to the call 
to arms and volunteered in the Thirty-fifth Regiment Indi- 
ana Infantry Volunteers. He was an excellent soldier, 
and in one of the great sanguinary engagements between 
the contending forces, he won lasting honors whilst per- 
forming the duties of color guard, after five of his comrades 
had lost their lives or been shot down at this post. He 
was regularly promoted for excellent behavior and bravery, 
until he received his commission as colonel of the regiment. 
Since his arrival in Remington, he has been greatly inter- 
ested in the welfare and improvement of the town and 
country, and has materially assisted in all enterprises tend- 
ing to advancement in any way. He has taken an especial 
interest in breeding good horses, and has since its organiz- 
ation been an active member of the Remington Agricul- 
tural Association, holding all of the time one of the respon- 
sible offices, and a great portion of the time being the 
society's President. Dr. Patton had, prior to his election 
to Congress, been a candidate for State Senator in this 
District, his opponent being Hon. S. P. Thompson, of 
Rensselaer, Republican. Mr. Thompson was elected by 
about 300 majority, in a District which had about 1,200 
Republican majority. 

Dr. Hannibal Landon established himself in the medi- 
cal profession in Remington during the year 1870. He 

8 
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built for himself and family a fine residence, and soon 
had command of an excellent practice, which he held for a 
few years, when he removed to Kokomo, Ind., and engaged 
there in the practice of medicine; but Dr. Landon was not 
satisfied with his location at Kokomo, and after a short 
time he moved from there to Goodland, in Newton county, • 
Ind., remaining there two or three years, when he again 
moved from Goodland, and returned to Remington; he now 
built an addition to his residence here, and established 
himself to stay. He has a first-class practice, and has 
been more than ordinarily successful in a financial way and 
also in benefiting his patients. He is regarded by all as a 
first-class physician, is a good citizen, and a christian 
gentleman, being a zealous member of the Christian church 
organization. He has two sons, the elder, Chauncey, being 
a dentist, and also a telegraph operator. His younger 
son, Ora, is at this time attending the Remington graded 
schools. 

Dr. Michael W. Reigle located in Remington about 
the latter part of the seventies or first of the eighties, and 
has followed his profession since that time. He came to 
this town from Julian, Newton county, Indiana, having 
practiced there several years before locating in Remington. 
Dr. Reigle is a good physician, and since living here he 
has enjoyed a fair practice ; he is now getting quite old, being 
about seventy-six years of age, and his practice on that 
account is limited to a certain extent to the town, his 
age and enfeebled condition interfering with his country 
practice. Dr. Reigle is, however, an excellent citizen, 
and the world is better by reason of his having lived in it. 

About 1889, Dr. M. H. Walker came to Remington 
and entered into partnership with Dr. Patton, in the prac- 
tice of medicine. He remained with Dr. Patton about two 
years, when the partnership was dissolved, and Dr. Walker 
left Remington and located in Wolcott, in White county, 
Ind. Dr. Walker is a good physician, and also a good 
citizen. He is a member also of the Christian Church. 
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Dr. John P. Ramsay located in Remington in 1891, 
and went into partnership with Dr» Patton; he still remains 
here, and has a good practice. He is a son-in-law of Dr. 
Patton, is an excellent young man, and has been appointed 
a member of the Medical Board of Pension Examiners. 

Dr. Pathuisje located in Remington in 1893. He 
is a young man, but has already secured a first-class prac- 
tice. He has an excellent medical education, being a 
graduate. Before coming to Remington he had been asso- 
ciated with Dr. B. W. Pratt, of Goodland. 



CHURCHES. 




I HE Methodist Protestant church was perhaps 
the first church to organize in this locality, hav- 
ing perfected an organization as early as 1849, 
and in those earlier days this church had the 
largest membership of any church in this section of 
the country. In 1849, the first organization was ef- 
fected at Alter's Grove, about four miles northwest of 
Remington. This was accomplished by Rev. John Alter, 
who resided at that place. This church afterward, in the 
year 1858, established another church in Barkley township, 
northeast of Rensselaer, Rev. F. Long, officiating. The 
first circuit was established by Rev. John Alter and his 
daughter, Rev. Mrs. Helnora M. Draper, who afterward 
become the wife of Mr. Thomas Davisson, in 1863 or 1864, 
and Rev. Mrs. Davisson, ministered in this circuit for about 
three years, among other work accomplished by her being 
the organization of classes at several school houses in 
Jasper county. This church throughout this country has 
not prospered, and it has at this time the smallest number 
of members of any of the churches in the county. 

Rev. Hillary H. Gobin arrived in Remington during 
the year 1869. He was a minister of the gospel, holding 
to the Methodist Episcopal faith. He proceeded at once 
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to hold a series of meetings in the Christian church, and 
succeeded in creating a great revival in the religious work 
of the place, meeting with extraordinary success in turning 
sinners from their evil ways and building up a substantial 
M. E. church organization. The Methodist Episcopal and 
United Brethren people united in this great work, but the 
Methodists soon greatly outnumbered the United Brethren, 
many of the latter uniting with the former. This revival 
occurred the latter part of the year 1 869, when Rev. Gobin 
organized the present Methodist Episcopal church, and 
during the year 1870 this church, which had among its 
membership many of the wealthiest citizens of Remington 
and surrounding country, built the present commodious 
house of worship. This church edifice was better than 
either the Presbyterian or Christian houses, which had been 
previously built, for the reason that it was erected later, 
and its membership was financially more able to build a 
good house in which to hold their meetings. After the 
corner stone for this church had been laid, Mr. George B. 
Clark took the contract to build it, which contract was 
filled to the strict letter, and the result was a church build- 
ing that was the pride of Remington. The church was 
dedicated in the fall of 1870. Rev. Mr. Gobin remained 
with his Remington charge two years, and in those two 
years he accomplished a great good for the community, as 
our older citizens will all testify. He was a small man in 
stature, but a giant in intellect. Being assigned to another 
field of labor, Rev. Gobin gave lip his work here in the fall 
of 1870, much to the regret of his congregation, and the 
Rev. Mr. Foxworthy was sent here in his place. Mr. Fox- 
worthy filled this pulpit, was a very fine man and well 
liked by his people. He only remained one year, or until 
1 87 1, when the conference sent him to another field, and 
placed Rev. Mr. Andrews in charge of the congregation 
here, who remained only one year, or until the fall of 1872, 
and was succeeded by Rev. Mr. Meredith. Mr. Meredith 
remained only one year, or until the fall of 1873, when he 
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in turn was succeeded by Rev. Mr. Blackstock, who came 
in the fall of 1873 and remained two years, or until the fall 
of 1875. Mr. Blackstock was much respected by his flock, 
but about this time the church did not appear to be in a 
very prosperous condition, owing, probably, to the cold- 
ness of its membership. But in time the M. E. church 
regained its wonted prosperity, both in its conversions and 
financial standing, holding its position over all the other 
organizations of Remington. The Methodist Episcopal 
church membership in 1874 built a parsonage for the 
accommodation of their minister, the greater portion of 
this expense being borne by a Mr. Lycurgus Rawles, a 
prominent member, and who was considered one of the 
wealthiest farmers of this vicinity. He did, however, 
about this time, or soon afterward, engage in some real 
estate speculations near Indianapolis, Ind., with other 
Remington speculators, and in these deals he became bank- 
rupt. In some way it appears that this parsonage reverted 
to Mr. Rawles. It has been said that this financial disas- 
ter was the cause of Mr. Rawles' death. This parsonage was 
built on the corner of New York and Second South streets, 
and is at present occupied by Mr. Z. K. Smith. The 
shadow under which this church had rested, a year or two 
previous to this time, was caused by the financial reverses 
overtaking some of the most prominent and wealthy mem- 
bers, and others moving away, one party, who was a 
member of the church, going away with some of the 
church funds. But those remaining stood firm, and soon 
had the organization on its feet again. In 1876 Rev. Mr. 
Webb was placed in the pulpit here and remained one 
year, when, in the fall of 1877, he was succeeded by Rev. 
Mr. Burns, who ministered one year, and in the fall of 
1878, he was superseded by Rev. Mr. Clearwater, who 
remained one year, until the fall of 1879, and he in turn 
was succeeded by Rev. Mr. Hascall, and he'by the Rev. 
Mr. Baycourt, who occupied the pulpit until the fall of the 
year 1880. Now, again, at this time, the church had 
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regained most of its former strength and prestige. A young 
and unmarried man, Rev. Mr. Vance, was now sent here 
by the conference to take charge of this congregation. Mr. 
Vance was well educated for his mission and was an excel- 
lent minister, and did great good as he went along. He 
remained here longer than any other minister prior to this 
time, having been located here in 1880, and continued in 
charge until the spring of 1883. During this interval he 
had become attached to and had married a Miss Lottie 
Church, of Remington, and upon his departure from here, 
he took his bride with him. Her health, however, was 
very poor, and in a few years she passed away, and her 
body was brought back to Remington and buried in the 
cemetery here. She was a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. O. 
W. Church, whose mortal remains are both reposing in the 
Remington cemetery. Rev. Mr. Vance is still a frequent 
visitor to Remington. Rev. Mr. Nebiker was appointed 
as successor to Rev. Mr. Vance, and he came here in the 
spring of 1883, and remained until the fall of 1884, when 
he was sent to another field of labor, and Rev. Mr. Wood- 
son, at the regular conference, was given the charge of the 
Remington Methodist Episcopal church at Remington. 
Mr. Woodson was an excellent man and good preacher, 
but his health was very poor. However, he remained with 
the congregation here for nearly three years, or about two 
years and six months, when he was compelled, through 
failing health, to cease his ministerial labors, and death 
resulted about this time — 1887. We believe his remains 
were taken to Michigan City, his former home, for inter- 
ment. Rev. Mr. Coombs was, upon the death of Mr. 
Woodson, placed in charge of the congregation at Reming- 
ton, and he remained until the year 1 888, when Rev. Mr. 
Greenway, formerly of the Brook circuit, was given the 
pastorate here. Mr. Greenway was a young man and sin- 
gle when he came here, remaining one year, and about this 
time he was married to one of the members of his church, 
Miss Turpin. Rev. Mr. Warrell was his successor, and he 
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remained only one year, when he in turn was succeeded by 
Rev. DeLong in the fall of 1890. Mr. DeLong was an 
excellent organizer among the young people and did much 
good. He remained until the spring of 1893, when he in 
turn was succeeded by Rev. Mr. Handley. He is an old- 
time Methodist preacher, is still the M. E. pastor here and 
is much beloved by his congregation. 

The Methodist Episcopal church building stands on 
the corner of Ohio and Second South streets. It is large 
and commodious, and fronts to the west. It has a nice 
lawn surrounding it, and has also a very high steeple. It 
has an excellent bell, and on the interior the walls and 
ceiling are nicely finished with frescoe work. This church 
has also an excellent choir and fine organ. The choir is 
led by Mr. H. N. Walker. The trustees of this church are 
Messrs. John E. Hollett, Albert G. Bellows, Thomas J. 
Turpin, Augustus Morris and Henry H. Walker, who are 
all members of long standing. 

The United Brethren church has never kept up its 
organization in Remington, although this creed has many 
followers in close proximity to the town in Benton county, 
and also a goodly number near here in Jasper county. Yet 
they have preaching here occasionally, usually occupying 
the Christian church, through the courtesy of its officers. 
Their minister on such occasions being a circuit rider, who 
only comes here once in a great while. As before stated, 
many of its members have previously united with the M, 
E. church. This U. B. organization is the oldest repre- 
sented here, except the Methodist Protestant, and they 
held their meetings in the old school house prior to the 
construction of any of the church buildings here. Rev. 
Dennis Wiggins was their first pastor. . He had formerly 
been a resident of Pine township, Benton county, but 
finally moved into Remington, early in the sixties. We 
have not the data at hand to give the names of the pastors 
who have ministered to this class of religionists, and will 
only add that a Rev. Mr. Bird is at present their minister. 
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He has a residence in the country in Benton county, south 
of Remington. 

The Presbyterian church of Remington was organized 
on the 29th day of April, 1865, by Rev. Horace A. Mayhew, 
of Rensselaer, assisted by J. C. Irwin and Elder Cornelius 
Hutton, a committee appointed by the Logansport Synod, 
for this purpose. This church organization has a building 
in which they worship, 30x50 feet in dimension, which was 
first built in 1866, and was then valued at $2,000. The 
organized membership consisted of fifteen families, among 
whom we mention those of Samuel M. Black, David V. 
Garrison, Uriah Black, John Darlington, John N. Beal, 
John Miller, Samuel Miller, S. Searight, D. H. Patton, 
David Kaufman, two of the Weaver families and Miss 
Maggie Bolles. This church edifice was afterward remod- 
eled, and greatly improved, and it is now recognized as the 
finest and best arranged church building in Remington. 
We have not the data to give the names of all the pastors 
who have ministered to the wants of this church, but we 
believe we have partially and incidentally done so else where 
in this work. We will therefore skip the interval from the 
organization of the same until the 9th day of June, 1891, 
when the Rev. John Crozier came here and assumed the 
pastorate of this church. He was an old man when he 
arrived here, but was very active in church work. He had 
passed the greater portion of his life in working for the 
cause of Jesus Christ, and had done a great amount of 
valuable work in the vineyard. In the fall of the year 
he was taken violently ill, and on the twenty-fourth day of 
December, 1891, he was called home to his master. On 
the twenty-sixth day of December his mortal remains were 
returned to Paris, Illinois, where they were interred. Rev. 
Mr. Crozier had made many friends during his short 
sojourn among the people here, and he was dearly beloved 
by his entire congregation. At the death of Mr. Crozier, 
the Rev. S. V. McKee was appointed to the pastorate of 
this church, and he has remained in charge from the date 
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of his appointment to the present time, 1 894. Mr. McKee 
is well beloved by his congregation, and it appears that he 
has steadily been accomplishing much good in his church, 
and also in the community generally. 

In January, 1892, the writer, while sojourning in his 
former home on Black Oak, with an old friend, Mr. 
Jackson McCaleb, had the pleasure to attend a revival 
meeting held in the old Christian church which had been 
built in the year 1854. This revival meeting was being 
conducted by Rev. Mac Meyers, of Monticello. At this 
time most of the old members of the church had either 
removed to other places or had been gathered to "the 
Fathers" by the "fell destroyer." So that there were but 
few in attendance that were personally known to us. Yet 
those who had passed away, or at least many of 
them, were there represented by their children, the 
younger generation, who are remaining to follow in 
paths of righteousness, and the footsteps of their fathers 
and mothers. During this series of revival meetings 
it was our pleasure to note the conversion of six at least, 
who under the influence of Rev. Meyers were converted to 
the Christian faith, and renounced their sinful ways. Thus 
whilst the number at that place was not great, the good 
work went steadily forward. 

On the 17th and 18th days of November, 1891, there 
was held in the Methodist Episcopal church at Remington, 
a notable Union Sunday school conference, to which all 
christian creeds and people were cordially invited to attend, 
and to which invitation many members of the various 
denominations both here and elsewhere cheerfully respond- 
ed. Rev. I. I. Gorby, of the M. E. church at Rensselaer, 
had a commission from the M. E. conference to superin- 
tend this work. In addition to the local laborers in the 
Sunday school field besides Rev. Gorby, there were present 
and in attendance, Revs. R. M. James, A. J. Bellows, G. 
B. Hollister, E. F. Blake, W. B. Matthews, W. B. Wil- 
son and J. B. Drake, and Rev. Dr. Rodman. It is 
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believed that much good was accomplished at these meet- 
ings, in the manner of conducting the Sunday schools so as 
to excite a greater interest in them, etc. 



CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

IN numbers the Catholic people of this community 
very nearly equaled those of all the other denomina- 
tions combined, but as time passed along, although 
their numbers did not diminish, but rather strength- 
ened, yet at this time they will probably compare favorably 
in numbers with the M. E. or Presbyterian membership. 
For the first twelve years after their organization here they 
were without a church in which to worship, but during the 
year 1873 this obstacle was overcome by the construction 
of a good church building, 30x50 feet in dimensions. This 
church was built mainly through the influence of Rev. 
Father Messman, who came here in 1873. He at once 
called upon his people to build a church edifice, and they 
promptly responding, the work was accomplished without 
unnecessary delay. Father Messman did not remain a 
great length of time, and at his retirement from here 
the mission was placed in charge of Rev. Father John, in 
1874. He was a good man, a good organizer, and held his 
church people well together. Father John the First, as ho 
was called, remained with the charge here until during the 
year 1876, when he was superseded by Father John the 
Second. The church had been dedicated by Father John 
the First, and it was named St. John's church, in honor of 
the biblical St. John and Father John the First. Father* 
John the Second then remained with his charge until 
during the year 1879, and in the meantime, whilst he was 
here he had built an addition of fifteen feet more to the 
rear of the church. This was done in 1878. Rev. Father 
Stilar superseded Father John in 1879, and he remained 
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here performing his duties as priest for the church until 
during the year 1882. Father Stilar at once, on his arri- 
val, saw the necessity for a residence for the priest, and he 
accordingly prevailed on his people to erect one, which was 
an accomplished fact in the year 1880. From 1883 until 
1885 the church here was practically without a permanent 
priest. But in 1885 Rev. Father Hellhake located here, 
and he had 'remained in charge of the church until the 
early spring of 1893, when he was placed over another 
charge and Rev. Father Kelly was duly installed as the 
priest at St. John's church in Remington. Rev. Father 
Hellhake was a very pleasant gentleman, a large man, 
always in an excellent humor, and had always a kind word 
for every person he chanced to meet. Father Kelly was a 
very nice gentleman, but his health was very indifferent, 
and during the early summer of 1893, he became unable to 
attend to the duties of his office, and was placed in the 
hospital for the Catholic church in the City of Lafayette, 
Indiana, where he lingered for a short time, and there died. 
His successor at the church at Remington is Rev. Father 
Berg, who is a kindly gentleman and apparently much 
respected, not alone by his own people, but by mostly all 
others with whom he comes in contact. 



<D 



MRS. JOSEPH LARSH. 

RS. JOSEPH LARSH left Remington for the city 
of Chicago on the 15th day of December, 1891; 
she was seen in Chicago on the 16th day of 
December, 1891, by her sister, Mrs. Hattie 
Shepherd. They had been with each other the night 
of the 15th, and on the 1 6th she proceeded to the depot 
in Chicago, with a friend, where Mrs. Larsh boarded a 
train for a suburban village called Lagrange. Her friends 
seeing her no more and not hearing from her became 
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greatly alarmed for her safety, and her husband, Joseph 
Larsh, learning of her mysterious disappearance, and 
being summoned to Chicago, immediately repaired thither, 
and upon his arrival there, he was met by his sister- 
in-law, Mrs. Shepherd, and also Mr. and Mrs. E. H. 
Briggs. Mrs. Briggs and Mr. Larsh had previously been 
bosom friends. 

The people of Remington became much *agitated over 
the mysterious disappearance of Mrs. Larsh, and were very 
eager to learn of her whereabouts. It was quite uncertain 
whether she was living, whether she had been abducted, or 
whether she had been foully murdered for her money and 
other valuables, and her body thrown into the lake. It 
was known that she had several hundred dollars in money 
and other valuables with her when she left Remington. 
Mr. Larsh upon his arrival in Chicago, after consultation 
with friends employed several detectives to solve the mys- 
tery of the disappearance of his wife, but after several days 
of diligent search and nothing being learned of the missing 
woman's whereabouts, the detectives gave up the search. 
They had labored on the theory that she had been mur- 
dered upon her arrival in the city after her visit to her 
friend at Lagrange, but no clue could be obtained to war- 
rant this theory. 

They could gain no information from the conductor of 
the train, nor from any other source, further than upon her 
return the conductor remembered having assisted her to 
alight from the train, when she disappeared, and right here 
all trace of her was completely lost. The cab men at the 
depot could give no information concerning her, or any 
other person resembling her in the description given them 
of her general appearance. People generally, as well as 
the detectives and police labored under the impression that 
she had been either abducted or murdered, and after a time 
the search was discontinued. 

For years Mrs. Larsh had been a staunch friend and 
had made a confident of Mrs. Briggs, who was the wife of 
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Mr. Larsh's partner in business. Mrs. Larsh had spent 
much of her time at the home of Mrs. Briggs whilst the 
two families had lived in Remington. When she went to 
Chicago on the 15th day of December, 1891, she was in 
the company of both Mr. and Mrs. Briggs until after their 
arrival in the city. Mrs. Briggs had a sister living in the 
suburb of Lagrange, and it was at this sister's house where 
Mrs. Larsh had paid her visit. This sister had accom- 
panied Mrs. Larsh to the train, after her visit, and then 
she bade her good-bye, this being the last she had seen or 
heard of her. In every community, the people under like 
circumstances, became greatly excited, and there are 
generally as many opinions expressed concerning the cause 
of the disappearance, and the final result, as there are 
people to express them. This was certainly a most sad 
affair for the many friends of the missing woman, and more 
especially sad for her mother, Mrs. Lockwood, who has 
been a resident of Remington from 1863 up to the present 
time. 

Mrs. Larsh was raised in Remington, and was also 
given a fair education in our public schools at this place. 
She was particularly friendly with all her school mates. 
She was of a very lively temperament, a little bit wild, and 
always a leader in the girlish sports, with her female 
friends and school mates. Messrs. Briggs and Larsh always 
entertained implicit confidence in each other so far as is 
known, from the time Mr. Larsh commenced as a clerk for 
Mr. Briggs, on through their partnership relations, and 
until Mr. Larsh bought Mr. Briggs interest in the drug 
store in 1891. Mr. Larsh is a gentleman and has many 
friends. Mrs. Larsh has not been heard from, and her 
fate or whereabouts is unknown. 
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REMINGTON FIRES. 




>HE first fire that ever visited Remington was the 
burning of a small barn, the property of Joseph 
Lewis, which stood on the corner of First North 
and Indiana streets, on the property now owned 
by Messrs. Snell and Graham. This occurred in 1863. 
The loss was small. The next was the destruction of a 
brick residence, the property of one Merrill Mead, a former 
resident of Remington. This house was located on Illinois 
street, and adjoining the brick residence owned at present 
by Harry Hartley. This house was built by Joseph Lewis 
in 1864, and was the first brick building ever erected in 
Remington. This fire was the result of an accident, and 
the loss was considerable for those times 

The next visitation from the fire fiend, was in 1874, 
when the Wm. Bolles store was destroyed, including stock 
of goods and the building. It was generally believed that 
this fire was of incendiary origin, but the deed could be 
traced to no particular person. The loss, however, was 
not great, as the stock of goods had been considerably 
reduced, and a great part of the business of the town was 
located in other localities, and the property was fully 
covered by insurance 

The next visitation by fire was in 1875, when the 
dwelling house of Adam Coover was destroyed. This dwell- 
ing was located on the east side of South Ohio street, and 
the loss was quite severe. 

In 1882, the store and buildings known as the Hatha- 
way buildings, were destroyed by fire. This was considered 
by some as a purely accidental fire, and by others it was 
thought to have been the work of an incendiary, but noth- 
ing was ever definitely learned as to its origin. It was a- 
very destructive fire, the loss being great for a small town 
like Remington to sustain. The upper story of the build- 
ing was occupied by offices, among them being the law 
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office of Mr. Harper Snyder, which was entirely destroyed, 
including a good law library. This fire destroyed also 
three large lower business rooms. 

In 1883, a fire occurred in Remington, of far greater 
magnitude than any fire that had hitherto preceded it, the 
estimated loss of property being five thousand dollars, and 
only partially insured. 

The fire known as the Stittz fire, occurrig on the 28th 
day of April, 1884, was also a very destructive one, the 
loss being from three to four thousand dollars. This was 
on South Railway street. 

Again in 1888, Remington had a very destructive fire, 
which consumed six or seven business buildings on the 
north side of Railway street, and extending from the south- 
east corner on Indiana street, westward to the alley between 
the Babb House and the Heilig restaurant and bakery. 
This fire originated in the rear part of what was known as 
the Peter Ochs building, the lower part where the fire is 
supposed to have been started, being unoccupied. The 
upper part of the building was occupied by Mr. Jerome H. 
Harmon, a newly married man, who had just prior to this 
conflagration commenced housekeeping in this building. 
Mr. Harmon lost nearly all of his household effects in this 
fire. The building adjoining this on the east was occupied 
by B. P. Dluzak as a saloon, who had been doing business 
there about eight months preceding. His building was 
entirely destroyed, as was also the corner building east of 
him owned by Alfred Thompson, of Rensselaer, in which 
Thomas Harris kept his billiard and pool tables. Mr. 
Harris succeeded in removing his tables from the building 
before it was destroyed. The first building west of the 
Ochs house was that occupied by the family of Mr. Robert 
Lecklider. The family resided up stairs, and the first floor 
was occupied by Mrs. Lecklider as a millinery and dress 
making establishment. They lost their building complete 
and a great deal of their millinery goods and household 
effects. The family was financially ruined, and not being 
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able to secure another place of business in Remington they 
removed to Rensselaer, where Mrs. Lecklider again estab- 
lished herself in the millinery and dress making business, 
her husband later having died in the Soldiers' Home at 
Dayton, Ohio. 

The next building west of the Lecklider property was 
the Babb hotel, which went down with the balance. It 
had escaped several close calls prior to this time, but this 
settled the fate of the Babb House. This building at this 
time was occupied by Smith Payne as a barber shop and , 
also his family, and Joseph Vogel also occupied one of the 
lower rooms as a shoe store and shop. There had also 
been a family to move in and occupy a part of the upper 
story, about one week prior to this fire, by the name of 
Edward Royalty. The total loss occasioned by this fire 
was probably about five thousand dollars, and there was 
not one dollar of available insurance on any of it. The 
parties disturbed by this conflagration were Thomas Harris, 
B. P. Dluzak, Mrs. M. E. Lecklider, ,Ed Royalty, Joseph 
Vogel, Jerome Harmon and Smith Payne. Reverting to the 
Hathaway fire, it would have been proper to have added 
then that Attorney Harper W. Snyder was at that time 
the town clerk of Remington. Dr. Patton and George B. 
Chappell, an insurance agent, also occupied upstairs rooms 
in this building for their offices. The Hathaway firm had 
dissolved partnership prior to this fire, Giles Hathaway 
having passed away. 

In the Ochs fire, which occurred on the 28th day 
of October, 1888, mention should have been made of 
another small one-story room in this row of buildings, 
which was also destroyed along with the balance of the 
property at the time. This room was situated between the 
Ochs building and the Dluzak saloon, and it had been 
occupied by Charles R. McCulley, who had all his house- 
hold effects in it when the fire occurred, nearly all of which 
were destroyed. Mr. McCulley, not being here at the 
time, his interests were overlooked by the excited crowd. 
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Smith Payne moved his barber shop to South Ohio street, 
in the building owned by J. O. B. McDougle. Mr. Esan 
Hart was the owner of the Babb House, which was 
destroyed, and in a short time he moved another building 
onto the site for the use of Mr. Joseph Vogel for a boot 
and shoe store. Mr. Vogel came here in 1889, and has 
been in the boot and shoe business since that time. He 
has been fairly successful in his business. Thomas Harris 
remained out of business for quite a long time, but he 
finally engaged the building of Mr. McDougle, which had 
recently been occupied by Mr. Smith Payne as a barber 
shop, into which he moved his billiard and pool tables, 
where he remained for a few months, Mr. Payne having in 
the meantime built himself a good shop on the north side 
of Railway street, into which he had just recently moved. 
Some years previous to this latter fire there had occurred 
a very destructive one on the same side of the street and 
just west of the alley. It was a wooden row of buildings, 
and it was thought that the fire originated in the saloon 
owned by the Ellis Brothers. A Mr. Rahiley owned a 
restaurant and bakery in this row, which was a total loss, 
and he was obliged to quit business. His former clerk, 
Mr. George W. Heilig, then went into the business and 
made a success of it. The adjoining building to Mr. 
Rahiley had previously been occupied by Martin Pefiey as 
a restaurant, but he had just a short time previous to this 
moved his stock of goods to the south side of the railway, 
and at this time the place was vacant. The next building, 
being the one on the corner next to the alley, was at this 
time occupied by Smith Payne as a barber shop. This was 
a two-story building, and his family occupied the upper 
part as a residence. Mr. Payne was now, as he thought, 
well equipped for business. But "the best laid plans of 
mice and men gang aft aglee," as Mr. Payne found out to 
his sorrow. When these people were thus invited to 
vacate by the raging element, "they did not stand on the 
order of going, but they went at once," and with cornmend- 
8 
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able alacrity. Our people were not prepared to fight fire 
advantageously, the only thing at hand being buckets and 
water, which had to be carried some distance, and as the 
fire had a good headway when the people were aroused, 
and in a row of dry wooden buildings, it was soon discov- 
ered that all attempts to suppress it were futile, so it was 
allowed to run its course, and it burned out all the build- 
ings between the brick and stone building on the corner of 
Ohio and Railway streets and the alley on the east, which 
separated this row from the Babb House. By dint of extra- 
ordinary exertions the fire was here checked, although the 
Babb House had caught several times, but it was finally 
saved from total destruction. The property destroyed 
was the greatest that ever occurred at any one time in the 
town of Remington, this being at the time the principal 
business part of the town, and the buildings were generally 
good ones; although some of them were old, they answered 
very well the purposes for which they were designed. 
There were five different firms doing business at that time, 
and the estimated damages resulting from this fire to them 
was several thousand dollars. The majority of the build- 
ings were occupied by renters, so it will be seen that the 
losses fell upon several different parties — the owners of the 
buildings and those doing business in them. Mr. Alfred 
Thompson, of Rensselaer, was the owner of the building 
occupied by the Ellis Brothers; Messrs. Brodie & Kirk 
owned their own buildings, and Mr. J. O. B. McDougle 
owned the other three store room buildings. This was 
quite a loss to our town, and it took several years to recover 
from it. 

The next fire following the last one mentioned oc- 
curred on the south side of Railway street, and this also 
proved to be a very disastrous one, as it destroyed six bus- 
iness buildings, and among them being the post-office. 
This was an incendiary fire, and the party accused being 
arrested and tried for this crime, was found guilty and 
given a short term in the penitentiary. He was afterward 
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given a new trial and was then allowed to go free. This 
fire occurred on the 28th day of April, .1884. Among the 
business affected by this fire was Charles L. Wilson, a 
harness maker, who lost an excellent stock of goods in his 
line, and this loss was total to him, as he was not pro- 
tected by any insurance. The building next to Mr. Wil- 
son's was Stittz's butcher shop or meat market, where the 
fire originated. The room east was occupied by Thomas 
Harris as a billiard and pool room, which adjoined the 
alley. Here it was attempted to suppress the fire, but 
without avail, as the wind was against the firemen, which 
carried the flames across the alley. and caught in the large 
two-story frame building owned by Mr. McDougle, which 
was entirely destroyed. The next building to go up in 
smoke was the post-office, which was owned by George B. 
Clark, the postmaster, and still another small building, 
occupied by Mrs. Hoose as a millinery store, immediately 
east of the post-office, was also consumed. This fire proved 
to be quite another serious blow to the prosperity of Rem- 
ington, and it again took several years to overcome this 
misfortune. The largest building, owned by Mr. Mc- 
Dougle, had been built in 1868, and contained a large hall 
upstairs, which had at one time been used as a school 
room. It had a fine business room below, and had always 
been occupied for moral and legitimate purposes. Mr. San- 
ford A. Morgan was the builder and original owner. In 
one side of the post-office Mr. H. Witman had his jewelry 
store. He had been here but a short time, but his brother- 
in-law, a Mr. James Thompson, had assisted him to get 
nicely started in business when he met with the misfortune 
to have his place of business destroyed. Remington, at the 
present time, is better prepared to combat this fiery ele- 
ment, our town having recently invested in a good fire 
engine and equipments, and organized an excellent com- 
pany of firemen. 
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LAWYERS. 




>HE first man to engage in the. practice of law in 
the town of Remihgton was Wiley H. Pierce, 
during the year 1872. Mr. Pierce had been raised 
on a farm near Remington, and had only the 
advantage of a common school education. He was a son 
of Dr. Pierce, who resided a few miles northwest of Rem- 
ington. Wiley H. Pierce, prior to his engaging in the 
practice of the law, had been elected to the office of 
Constable for Carpenter township, and without other 
preparation than what he picked up during his term of 
service as such Constable, he entered on the practice and 
continued a few years only, when he removed to Kansas. 
He was followed in this profession by Mr. Charles Jouve- 
nat, who remained here in the practice of his profession for 
four or five years, when he, too, removed from Remington 
to the city of Chicago, 111.,, where he is at present engaged 
in the real estate business, in which he has been fairly 
successful. Mr. Jouvenat had formerly been a school 
teacher and newspaper man, and was much respected by 
the citizens of Remington. Among the former attorneys 
of Remington was Mr. Harper Snyder. He came to our 
town in the seventies, and at once entered into the prac- 
tice of the law and collecting business. He was a great 
lover of good horses, and formed a partnership in the 
horse business with James Lock, also of Remington. Mr. 
Snyder was of a social disposition, friendly with all, and was 
a very fair lawyer, having had practical training before he 
entered the business in his own behalf. He was especially 
liked by the sporting fraternity. He held the office of 
Town Clerk of Remington for a considerable time, and he 
had also been the secretary of the " Remington Fair Asso- 
ciation" for a considerable time. Without any premonition 
or warning of any kind Mr. Snyder died very suddenly, 
during the month of June, 1886. He left a widow and 
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three small children, who were, however, fairly provided 
for, as Mr. Snyder at the time of his death carried three 
thousand and five hundred dollars life insurance, which his 
lamily received. 

Ira W. Yeoman, formerly of Rensselaer, and later of 
Goodland, Ind. , located in Remington, Ind. , on the 21st of 
March, 1887, and he at once established his law office in an 
upper room of D. W. Green's building. He remained there 
about three years, when he removed his office to South 
Ohio street in an upper room of the building recently con- 
structed by Charles L. Wilson, where he can be found at 
this time. Mr. Yeoman is an expert in the preparation of 
legal papers of any character, but he has made specialties 
of the notarial, collection and pension business. He has 
been extraordinarily successful in his pension practice 
before the Pension and other Government Departments at 
Washington, D. C., as many of his soldier clients at 
Rensselaer, Goodland and Remington will testify. Mr. 
Yeoman has been successful in his profession since he came 
to Remington. He built himself a good residence on 
North Ohio street in 1892. He was Auditor of Jasper 
county, having been elected in October, 1867, serving four 
years; his term expired November 7, 1871. He is a genial 
gentleman, and has an extraordinary faculty of making 
friends of all with whom he becomes acquainted. He was 
admitted to practice law at the January term of the Jasper 
Circuit Court, 1872. 

Mr. Jasper Guy was admitted to the bar in May, 1888, 
at Kentland, Ind. He made the law his choice as a pro- 
fession, without ever having had any training or legal edu- 
cation, and at a time of life when men do not usually 
undertake any professional career, but Mr. Guy, by hard 
study and close attention to the affairs of his clients, has 
been quite successful. He had been a resident of our town 
for many years prior to this undertaking, having been 
engaged in the drug business here. He had an excellent 
record as a druggist, having spent probably fifteen years at 
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the business in Remington prior to his engaging in the 
practice of law. He is at this time in the enjoyment of a 
good clientage and a lucrative practice. 

Charles* E. Mills came to Carpenter township from the 
State of Illinois in the year 1885, and he then bought the 
Bliss farm, one mile west of Remington. Mr. Mills con- 
tinued to farm until the winter and spring of 1892, when 
he sold the same and removed to Rensselaer, Ind., the 
county seat of Jasper county. Mr. Mills had, however, 
read law to some extent in Illinois before coming to Indi- 
ana, and in the month of October, 1888, he was admitted 
to the practice of law at the Rensselaer bar. He received 
the appointment of County Assessor by the Board of 
County Commissioners of Jasper county in the spring of 
1892, and accordingly moved to Rensselaer, that he might 
give attention to the duties of his office as Assessor, he 
having been elected to the same since his appointment, 
and also to the practice of law. While in Remington his 
law practice was not very extensive. Mr. Mills is a good 
citizen and is held in the highest esteem by the citizens of 
Remington. 

The early lawyers of Remington did not make great 
fortunes in their law practice, nor in their line as collectors, 
although in this latter line there was plenty to do, nearly 
every one being deeply involved in debt, but were without 
money or property with which to pay their indebtedness; 
so it will be readily seen that it was practically impossible 
to enforce collections, their clients, therefore, failed to 
receive their dues and the attorneys failed to receive their 
collection fees. 
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JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 

>HE first Justice of the Peace for Carpenter Town- 
ship was Mr. J. H. Miller who was elected to this 
office in 1863, but he only served one year and was 
succeeded by George W. Hascall, who was elected 
in 1 864. He only served two years and he was succeeded 
by Benj. B. Jeffries who was elected in 1866. Mr. Jeffries 
served as Justice of the Peace for Carpenter Township for 
about twelve years when he moved away and located in 
the south part of the State of Indiana. Upon his removal 
George W. Hascall was again elected as Justice and 
served in this capacity until during the year 1883, when he 
received an appointment in the Pension Department at 
Washington, D. C, when he resigned his office as Justice 
of the Peace and removed to Washington, D. C, where 
he took charge of his more lucrative position. 

Charles E. Harlacher had been elected as one of the 
Justices of the Peace for Carpenter Township in the year 
1882 and he served his term out, being four years. Mr. 
Henry C. Phelps also served one term as Justice of the 
Peace for this Township during the eighties. After the 
removal of Geo. W. Hascall to Washington, William 
Tharp was elected a Justice of the Peace for Carpenter 
Township, and he served continuously for about six 
years, or until his death, which occured in the latter part of 
the year 1889. After the death of Esq. Wm. Tharp, 
Charles E Harlacher was again elected as a Justice of the 
Peace for this Township, and retained the office until 1892, 
when he resigned it to accept the office as one of the mem- 
bers of the Board of School Trustees of the Town of Rem- 
ington, which office he only held for a short time, being 
ousted from there through a- legal process on constitutional 
grounds. James D. Mason served as Justice from 1887 to 
1 89 1, when his term of office expired, and he then formed 
a law partnership with Jasper Guy. Charles Bonner was 
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elected a Justice for this Township in 1892. He is a 
farmer living three and one-half miles northwest of Rem- 
ington and he kept his office at his residence. We have 
omitted at the proper place the name of James Spencer, 
and will here state that he was elected a Justice of the 
Peace for Carpenter Township in 1871 or 1872, and served 
about four years, when he removed from this place, finally 
locating near Buffalo, in White County, Indiana, where he 
is at present officiating in the capacity of a Justice of the 
Peace. The present incumbent is Geo. B. Chappell. 



CONSTABLES- 

aOMMENCING with 1863 and naming the consta- 
bles in succession we find the names of William 
Irvine, Thomas E. Donnelly, Willey H. Pierce, 
Patrick H. Lalley, George Shaull, Henry Court- 
right, .William Draper, Willis Love, and the various 
Remington Marshals, who have acted in this capacity. 




SHOE SHOPS. 

>HE first shoemaker to locate in Remington was 
Charles Crompton, who established himself here 
in this business in the year 1863. He kept his 
shop in Joseph Lewis' house, better known as the 
Henry Downing house, which stood on the present site of 
Snell & Graham's mill and feed store. Crompton only 
remained here about two years, when he left, and Vinal 
Williams established another shoe shop here in a house 
that then stood on the lot now occupied by John E. Hol- 
lett's coal bins, on the south side of the railway. He 
established this shop in 1865. * His wife was a daguerreo- 
type artist, having the necessary outfit, and she also estab- 



Digitized by 



Google 



JASPER COUNTY, INDIANA. 137 

lished herself in this picture business, which was the first 
ever undertaken in Remington. Her art gallery was located 
in the same building in which her husband had his shoe 
shop. Major Burkett also established himself in the shoe- 
makers' business in this town during the year 1865. He j 
had been a volunteer soldier during the late war and had j 
been, prior to his service in the army, a practical shoemaker. | 
He was an acquaintance of the Haver family, and after j j 
coming here he married one of the Misses Haver, and soon ^ 
after this he purchased the shoe store and tools of Mr. ) 
Williams and established himself here for a time. Mrs. j 
Williams also sold out her art gallery and she and her hus- 
band then departed from Remington. j 

In 1868 a Mr. Middlesworth, who had lived on the 
north side of the Iroquois river in Newton County, came 
to Remington and bought out Major Burketts interest ,/] 

in the shoemakers' trade and established himself here. He 
was a good workman and continued at his trade until during j 

the year 1870, when he sickened and died. i 

Prior to his death a young man by the name of John 
K. Bingman arrived in Remington. He was a practical 
shoemaker and found employment with Mr. Middlesworth. £ 

After the death of Mr. Middlesworth Mr. Bingman carried - 

on this shoemakers business and in due course of time he 
was married to the widow of Mr. Middlesworth. Mr. a 

Bingman has carried on the business since then to the 
present time. He has done fairly well and has built a good 
residence on Main, or Range Line Street, north of the rail- [ 

way. He has a small shop which he has moved two or 
three times to suit the convenience of trade. He had a 
slight fire in his shop in 1891, but the damage did not 
exceed twenty-five dollars. His shop is now located on the 
McDougle lot adjoining the post-office. There was also a 
firm of La Rue & Co., who built the Lecklider building and 
established therein a shoestore and shop in 1872. They 
only did business here a short time when they sold ont and 
returned to Renssalaer, Indiana. 
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Mr. Joseph Vogel established himself here with a shoe 
store and shoemakers' shop about 1888. He was located 
at first in the Babb house which was destroyed by fire in 
1888, and a short time afterwards, another house having 
been moved on the site where he had previously had his 
store, he went into business there again and remained there 
for about two years, when, he having bought property on 
Ohio Street, south of the railway, and built him a nice and 
commodious shoe store thereon, he moved his stock of 
goods into it, where he is at present located. Mr. Vogel 
is an excellent shoemaker, and by strict attention to his 
business he has made considerable money since coming to 
Remington. 




WAREHOUSES. 

>HE first warehouse built in Remington was known 
as the Roberts warehouse, mention having been 
made of it elsewhere in this work. It was built 
in i860 by Jesse H. Fordyce, the founder of Rem- 
ington. It was first bought and operated by Mr. Roberts, 
who sold it soon afterwards to Hathaway Brothers, who 
greatly improved and enlarged the building. They then 
leased it to James S. Irwin in 1871. Mr. Irwin at once 
engaged in the grain business. He made a success of this 
business for several years, when he became able to build a 
warehouse and elevators of his own, which he did in the 
year 1875. This warehouse is now known as and called 
the "middle warehouse." After Irwin gave up the Hath- 
away warehouse, it fell into the hands of and was operated 
by Messrs. Church & Hartley, who held control of it for a 
time, when it then fell into the hands of Oliver B. Mcln- 
tire, in the year 1884. Mclntire operated it for a short 
time, when he turned it over to Samuel Solomon, who in 
course of time leased it to Hon. Anson Wolcott. This 
building was eventually sold to Hon. Robert Parker, and 
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he in turn sold it to the Hartley Brothers, who are at pres- 
ent occupying it and handling grain there. 

James S. Irwin finally became involved in debt here, 
and was compelled to sell out his interests, which he did 
during the year 1883, when he moved west and located in 
South Dakota. He was well respected by this community 
and had many friends here. 

The firm of Church & Hartley came to Remington 
during the year 1871. They were experienced grain dealers, 
and soon after their arrival here they built the west ele- 
vators. They had, prior to their coming to Remington, 
been engaged in the grain and warehouse business for sev- 
eral years at Goodland, Indiana, seven miles west of Rem- 
ington. They had control of the grain trade for both the 
towns. In a few years they controlled the two principal 
warehouses in Remington. Church & Hartley remained 
here in business together until the death of Mr. Church, 
which occurred in 1876. At the time of his death he was 
the owner of the fine residence property on South Ohio 
street, now owned and occupied by Mr. Harvey Hartman. 
The west elevators finally fell into the hands of Oliver B. 
Mclntire in 1878, who was at that time a prominent banker 
of Remington. He at this time succeeded to the grain 
business formerly controlled by Messrs. Church & Hartley, 
and had the business for this point generally under his own 
control. He had William H. Coover employed as his prin- 
cipal clerk ; Frank Klaus as engineer, and Henry Mullen as 
manager at the elevators. In the year 1885, Mr. M. J. 
Costello became a partner of Mr. Mclntire in the grain 
business. They remained together as partners, however, 
only one year, when Mr. Costello withdrew from the firm, 
and Mr. Mclntire then continued the business in his own 
individual name, and he remained in the business until 
about the year 1889, when, meeting with severe financial 
reverses, he was compelled to abandon the business. Mr. 
Mclntire was well liked by all his patrons. 

During the year 1891, Hon. Anson Wolcott, of the 
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town of Wolcott, White county, Indiana, became the 
owner of all three of the warehouses in Remington, but in 
the course of a year or two he disposed of all his interests 
here, and Hartley Brothers now have the control of all the 
elevators here, and the exclusive control of the grain mar- 
ket of this locality at this time — 1894. The west elevator 
when built was as large as either of the other buildings, 
and has the capacity to handle as much grain as either of 
the others. It has a large and powerful engine, and has 
also car scales upon which grain is weighed when loaded 
for shipment. Neither of the other houses have scales. 
After Mr. Wolcott engaged in the business here he built a 
large addition to this west elevator on the north side of it, 
which is an immense improvement. Mr. Wolcott has 
never been a resident of this town, his home being in Wol- 
cott, Indiana, six or seven miles east of Remington. He 
was the founder of Wolcott, the place taking its name from 
him. He has large grain and hay interests in his own 
town. In 1 89 1 his son, Henry Wolcott, bought grain in 
Remington, but in the fall of that year he returned to Wol- 
cott. There was some litigation here owing to a portion 
of Mr. Wolcott's middle elevator encroaching upon New 
York street, and after some sparring in a legal way, Mr. 
Wolcott was compelled to remove the obstruction. 

The names of all the men having been engaged in the 
grain business here are as follows: 

S. W. Roberts 1 860 

William Bolles 1861-1867 

William Hopkins 1863-1865 

Dennis Wiggins 1 865-1 866 

Cornelius Donnelley 1 867-1 869 

Hathaway Brothers 1 869-1 872 

J S. Irwin 1872-1882 

William Foster 1874-1876 

Church & Hartley 1871-1876 

O. B. Mclntire 1876-1889 
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Samuel Solomon 1885 

William Irwin. 1868 

Anson Wolcott 1887 

Hartley Brothers 1890-1894 




THE REMINGTON CREAMERY. 

>HE Remington Creamery was organized in the year 
1 89 1. It was a stock company; the money neces- 
sary to construct the building and equip the insti- 
tution with the necessary machinery to success- 
fully run it, was raised by various persons sudscribing and 
paying for stock. It was estimated that the amount of 
money necessary to set the creamery in successful opera- 
tion would be $4, 500, which amount was in due time sub- 
scribed, and a company, composed of LaFayette, Ind. , men, 
entered into a contract to complete the building and place 
therein the necessary machinery, which, in course of time, 
was all done, to the acceptance of the stockholders. The 
contractors were represented here during the construction 
of this work by three or four different agents, and those 
agents also assisted in selling the stock of the home com- 
pany. The first one of those agents to suggest the feasi- 
bility of the project was a Mr. H. Fausman, of LaFayette. 
He became acquainted with James W. Lock, a good cit- 
izen of this town, and together they went to work talking 
the matter up. Mr. Rufus Lockwood, of LaFayette, also 
assisted quite materially in working the matter ot subscrip- 
tions for stock to a successful point. These men met with 
some obstacles, of course, but they were eventually suc- 
cessful After this money had been fully subscribed, the 
stockholders called a meeting of their members for the pur- 
pose of perfecting an organization. The following persons 
were elected as directors: James W. Lock, O. P. Taber, 
Harry H. Balthis, Frank Gray and John M. Wilson. Mr. 
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O. P. Taber was chosen president and Harry H. Balthis, 
secretary. Mr. Moses French was employed to superin- 
tend the purchase of milk, and have a general control over 
the creamery. It now became necessary to employ a prac- 
tical butter-maker, and accordingly, a young man formerly 
from Ohio, by the name of Al. North, was employed as 
engineer and butter-maker, his wages being seventy-five 
dollars per month. At the commencement, this creamery 
started out with very bright prospects of success. The 
farmers brought in their milk in great abundance and sold 
it to the company. This milk was all of fine quality, and 
for the first three months the Remington Creamery Com- 
pany was very prosperous; although their expectations hav- 
ing been considerably exalted, were not fully realized, and 
they (some of them at least) became to some extent dissat- 
isfied. This creamery business appeared to start out slowly 
but surely, about the ist of March, 1891. After the busi- 
ness was established the farmers were unable, so early in 
the season, to furnish all the milk they may have desired, 
but later the volume increased from week to week. The 
first start was only about one thousand pounds per day. 
Soon after this, however, the volume was increased to two 
thousands pounds per day, and the projectors now seemed 
to be encouraged, and believed that the enterprise was 
destined to be a financial success. The increase in volume 
of milk kept on until about the last of May, when it reached 
its highest volume, which was about twenty thousand 
pounds per day. The creamery had been built mainly by 
workmen employed by the contractors, who were residents 
of Remington, but, of course, the contractors had their 
own chief experts to superintend the work. Of our Rem- 
ington men employed on this work were Patrick H. Lalley, 
Charles Hascall, John N. Beal, Mr. Burton and J. D. 
Mason, as carpenters, together with several others em- 
ployed about the work, with no particular trade. Mr. 
Burton and Mr. Mason met with quite a severe accident 
while engaged on this work by falling from a defective scaf- 
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folding, which laid them up for a considerable length of 
time. One serious obstacle to this enterprise was an 
insufficient supply of water, a considerable amount being 
necessary to carry on this business. Accordingly, at one 
of the business meetings of the company, it was resolved to 
put down a well that would be large enough to supply a 
sufficient amount of water for the purposes intended, and 
•accordingly, Joseph Turner and Golden Hawn, who were 
two experienced well diggers, contracted to get the com- 
pany a sufficient supply of water. They proceeded very 
nicely for about fifteen feet, when they encountered slate 
rock, which was sufficiently hard as to preclude the use of 
spade or pick, and they then resorted to the blasting pro- 
cess with dynamite. Mr. Hawn claimed to be an expert in 
the use of dynamite, and he got along nicely with it for a 
short time, but it appears that through some oversight of 
his he got in two charges in lieu of one, and only one of 
them had exploded, when he proceeded to enter the well 
in order to clean out the debris. When nearly the bot- 
tom, the second charge exploded, which gave him a terrible 
shock, cutting his face with small pebbles of rock, singing 
his hair and eye lashes and otherwise giving him a general 
shaking up, but he was not seriously injured. They con- 
tinued with the work until they got what they considered a 
sufficient amount of water, but in a short time afterward 
the water supply failed, and the company then employed 
Mr. Perkins, who, in due course of time, with his improved 
machinery, found a sufficient quantity of water for the pur- 
poses required. After the carpenters had completed their 
work, the contract for doing the outside painting was let to 
George Stoudt, and the inside work given to H. Paxton, 
both being excellent painters of large experience. Whilst 
the project for raising the subscriptions for this enterprise 
was going along, there was speculation as to the most 
available place on which to build the creamery, and after 
the advantages and disadvantages of the various locations 
had been fully discussed, it was finally agreed to locate it 
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at the north side of town, on Carpenter's creek, on the east 
side of Ohio street, and in Bruell's addition to the town of 
Remington. Here they bought the site and located the 
creamery. It required several vats and two churns to 
properly care for the milk that came in after the institution 
got into practical running order. The officers at first 
thought that two men could take care of the business, but 
it pretty soon developed that a third man was necessary, 
and accordingly the management employed Edward Lock 
as an assistant. There were about nine teams employed 
by the management to collect and haul in the milk, beside 
the many farmers who brought in their own, those who had 
a sufficient number of cows to warrant them in spending 
their time profitably in so doing. But this institution was, 
in the course of about two years, destined to prove a fail- 
ure. Whilst the prospects at first appeared to be bright 
for the future of the enterprise, yet, at their reckoning and 
balancing of the books at the expiration of the first year, 
the affairs of the concern did not prove to be satisfactory 
to all the parties in interest; but they continued to go 
ahead for another year; but the farmers, many of them 
being displeased, refused to sell their milk, and accordingly 
the business dwindled away, uutil it was found that after 
all, the enterprise had proved to be an almost complete 
failure, and the creamery of Remington was compelled to 
suspend operation and close its doors until the following 
spring. In the meantime they had dispensed with the ser- 
vices of Mr. North, their butter-maker, and in his place 
they substituted Edward Lock, a man they employed for 
much less wages. He had charge of the making of the 
butter and also of the engine. He was fairly well qualified 
for his duties. The company finally were compelled to 
levy an assessment on the stock of the institution, which 
was nearly all paid, and then the creamery suspended 
entirely. The company still owns the ground and the 
machinery, which at present seems to be dead property. 
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BASE BALL. 

p ORD had gone out that on the 17th day of June, 
1 89 1, there would be a test game of base ball 
played between the Remington nine and the 
Rensselaer nine, which was composed entirely of 
Indians who were attending the St. Joseph College at Rens- 
selaer. 

The Rensselaer nine reported in Remington at noon of 
that day, and after dinner both nines with a large number 
of people from Rensselaer, Remington and surrounding 
towns and country, repaired to the ball grounds about one- 
fourth of a mile southeast of the village. It appeared that 
there was some feeling engendered between the respective 
friends of the two different clubs. A stranger had been 
selected as the umpire for the game, and as the game 
progressed it was charged that he was biased and that his 
rulings were prejudiced in favor of the Remington nine. 
Some also claimed that he had money wagered on the 
result of the game. The Rensselaer nine had the first 
inning at the bat, but they made no run or tally. The 
Remington nine had made two tallies in their first inning 
and a dispute arose over the third, some claiming a foul 
and others claiming that the run had been legitimately 
made. The quarrel soon became fierce and the result was 
a general fight between the outsiders and some of the Rem- 
ington nine. It was noticed that none of the Indians took 
any part in this disgraceful affair, but many of their Rens- 
selaer backers took a lively part in it. The principal 
weapons used were fists and umbrellas. The fight lasted 
for perhaps ten minutes when the disturbance was quelled. 
There were none who were seriously injured beyond a few 
scratches, the greatest damage having been done to umbrel- 
las, which were generally badly wrecked. There were 
probably thirty men engaged in this fight. 
1 
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The following are the names of those participating in 
this game of base ball: 

Remington nine. (White.) Beit Stiller, Captian. 
Jacob Pefley, Earnest Hart, George Allman, Dan Lyons, 
M. C. Mitchell, Luther Patton, Bert Crowe, Robt. Lyons. 

Rensselaer nine. (Indian.) J. Lamoreux, Captian. 
M. Auge, H. Mexene, F. Montgomery, Joe Daybird, R. 
Manion, G. Shelefo, Joe Pecor, F. Starnalt. 




INCORPORATION OF REMINGTON. 

I HE incorporation of the town of Remington was 
brought about by a number of the most prominent 
citizens of the place who held a meeting for this 
purpose at the Haver Hotel, on the 6th day of 
September, 1869. At this meeting a Town Board of 
Trustees was selected which consisted of three men, also 
one Town Clerk, and one Town Marshal. These men 
were appointed by this meeting to serve until the next reg- 
ular election, which would occur on the first Monday in 
May, 1870. At this election the following men were duly 
elected to fill the various offices, viz: 

Charles Hathaway, Edward Timmons, Benjamin B. 
Jeffries, Town Trustees; William H. Shaw, Town Clerk; 
Samuel Haver, Town Marshal. 

The above were the first officers for the town that 
really transacted any business of importance. At their 
first meeting after their election and qualification the Board 
of Trustees passed an ordinance requiring all persons resid- 
ing within the corporation limits to build sidewalks in front 
of their respective properties; and the Marshal was instruct- 
ed to see that the ordinance was strictly complied with. 
They also passed an ordinance requiring the immediate 
building of a Jail and cattle pound. 

They bought a lot on the northeast corner of First 
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South and Indiana streets, and on this lot they built the 
calaboose and a stock pound. This work was done during 
the year 1870, by the Marshal, Mr. Samuel Harver, by 
order of the Board of Town Trustees, the same being com- 
pleted on the 10th day of June, 1870, the stock pound 
being a tight board fence, the entire cost of all being 
seventy dollars, which was duly receipted for. Mr. Haver 
now resigned his office as Marshal and the Board at once 
appointed Mr. T. J. Hollett to fill the vacancy in the office 
thus occasioned. But Mr. Hollett was not suited with this 
kind of an office and accordingly he resigned and George 
Griffin was appointed as his successor in September, 1870. 
There were at this time several of the real estate owners 
that had not yet complied with the ordinance requiring 
them to build sidewalks. These parties were threatened 
with legal proceedings if they did not at once comply and 
do this work. Most of these poeple only laughed at these 
threats and claimed that there was no law compelling them 
to comply, and they also claimed that the proceedings in- 
corporating the town were void and hence their pretended 
ordinances were also null. Yet they never attempted to 
test the validity of the corporation, and eventually they 
complied with the ordinances and built their sidewalks. 
This Board of Trustees were very fortunate in passing good 
and wholesome ordinances which remain upon the record 
books of the town to the present time. The second elec- 
tion was held in May, 1871, and at this election the follow- 
ing officers were chosen for the ensuing year, viz: 

Elden E. Lockwood, Filix R. Donnelley, Charles 
Hathaway, Town Trustees; William H. Shaw, Town Clerk; 
David Kauffman, Town Marshall. 

Under the State law town elections are always held 
on the first Monday in May of each year, and since the 
incorporation of the town of Remington we have had eigh- 
teen different Marshals, as follows: 
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S. B. Haver.. 1870 

E. J. Hollett 1870 

Geo. Griffin 1870 

D. H. Kauffman 1871 

P. H. Lalley 1872 

John A. Irvine 1873 

John Luckey 1 874 

George F. Shaull 1875 

William Clifft 1876 

Elias Hollingsworth 1877 

Alexander Anderson 1878 

Alexander Anderson 1879 

Alexander Anderson 1 880 

George Sehring (appointed) 1880 

William Courtright (appointed) 1880 

Elias Hollingsworth .1881 

Mr. Hollingsworth has been re-elected continuously 
each year, from 1881 to the year 1891, when, after a 
closely contested election, he was defeated by Isaac D. 
Luckey, who has been twice re-elected and is the present 
Marshal of Remington. The aspirants for the office of 
Town Marshal, being men pitted against Mr. Hollings- 
worth, were: Christian Harmon, William Holland, Van 
Buren Hinds, Collins R. Griffith, William Courtright, John 
Heikle, John Harmon, Henry Miller and Charles E. Peck, 
all of whom were defeated. 

At this late day it is somewhat difficult to give the 
names of all those who have been members of the Board 
of Town Trustees, but we believe that the following will, 
perhaps, show all who have served in this capacity, 
although their names may not be in regular rotation, viz: 
John Hollett, John B. Shaffer, A. M. Traugh, W. M. 
Railsback, David H. Patton, David Nelson, George F. 
Bloom, John K. Stoudt, Esau Hart, Felix R. Donnelley, 
N. W. Rawlings and Charles Hathaway; and following 
these, for the last fifteen years, we have the following 
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names, viz: Wm. R. Love, Esau Hart, Robert Shearer, 
H. C. Goldsberry, Samuel Bowman, Mark H. Phelps, E. 
B. Vandersmith, Charles T. Denham, Ammon Beasley, 
Josiah Allman, Treat Durand and Ezra Bowman-. 

The present Board is composed of the following mem- 
bers, viz: E. B. Vandersmith, Charles T. Denham, Wm. 
Shepherd, Lee Hawkins and G. B. Clark. 

The offices of Town Clerk and Town Treasurer have 
always been held by one person, and those holding these 
positions since the first incorporation of the town, have 
been as follows: William H. Shaw, Benjamin B. Jeffries, 
Harper W. Snyder, Eldon E. Lockwood, Wright Williams, 
Robert Parker and Charles E. Peck. 

Mr. Peck is the present Clerk and Treasurer. The 
finances required to pay the expenses of the town govern- 
ment are obtained by a levy of taxes on all the taxable 
property in the town, and also a tax on each poll. Some 
revenue is also obtained by a license tax on peddlers, 
shows, etc. Originally, the expenses were naturally light, 
as the town was small, but as it grew in population and 
wealth, the expenses grew greater, yet, at the same time, 
this, perhaps, was not felt any more than formerly, as men 
were more able to pay; and, also, formerly the Board of 
Town Trustees did not charge anything for their services. 
The Clerk and Treasurer's salary was quite small, and the 
Town Marshal was only paid for the time he spent as the 
Street Commissioner, he not being paid a monthly salary 
as both he and the Clerk and Treasurer are at the present 
time. The Town Board in 1886 made some improvements 
to the town bastile, one of which was to build a side room 
in which to keep the tools and oil for the use of the town. 
They also were in need of a fire bell, and after they had 
purchased it, were at a loss to know where to put it. They 
finally overcame this difficulty by building a tower forty 
feet in height, near the calaboose, and in the year 1887 
they placed the bell in it. The Board of Trustees now 
concluded that they were in need of a fire engine (which 
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they certainly were), and accordingly they purchased one 
for the small outlay of two hundred and seventy-five dol- 
lars. After these things had been done, our next pressing 
need was street lamps, as they concluded the people had 
been in the dark long enough. Therefore the Board pro- 
vided a good lamp for each street corner in the town. This 
street lighting was also consumated during the latter part 
of the year 1887. In the year 1890 the Board of Town 
Trustees sold the lot and old calaboose and pound to Mr. 
Joseph Osborne, and they then purchased the lot and old 
school house on North Ohio street, and by this move they 
had a small town hall upstairs. In 1891 they remodeled 
the lower portion of this building and placed in it two iron 
cages, which they use for a jail, and they also made room 
in it for their engine and other tools belonging to the town. 
They constructed a good belfry on this building also and 
placed the fire bell therein. This building is 20x50 feet, 
and makes very commodious quarters for the purposes for 
which it is designed. It was originally built by J. B. 
Shaffer and used as a carpenter shop for a time, when the 
School Trustees bought it and used the same for several 
years as a school house. It was built in 1870, and pur- 
chased by them in 1875, and used it until 1890. It is 
situated on the corner of Ohio and Michigan streets. Rem- 
ington, ordinarily, kept well up in advancement, compared 
with other towns in this locality, but, perhaps, a little lax 
in some things, as all towns are liable to be. In the year 
1889 we had the most exciting election ever held, perhaps, 
in the town of Remington, the issue being whether or not 
cows should be permitted to run at large within the cor- 
porate limits of the town in the summer seasons, and 
accordingly two sets of candidates were nominated, one of 
which were to favor cows running at large and the other 
opposed. The tickets were known as "Cow" and "Anti- 
Cow." The ticket that favored cows running at large in 
the town was elected. This only lasted a short time, how- 
ever, for as the summer progressed the grass grew short and 
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dried up, and the owners of cows were either obliged to put 
them out to pasture or hire them herded. 

The town of Remington in 1 862 only embraced the 
original town plat, which contained only twenty blocks or 
squares, and had a population of about 100 souls. But 
in 1 869 it contained the requisite number of people to war- 
rant them in having the place incorporated, claiming at 
that time about 500 souls. When the census was taken in 
in 1880 it showed a population of 720, and when the cen- 
sus was again taken in 1890 the enumeration showed a 
population of 987. Remington has grown quite perceptibly 
since the census was taken in 1890, and a conservative esti- 
mate of the population at the present time is about 1 , 300. 
The place is now about thirty-four years old. During war 
times in the early sixties the growth of Remington was 
necessarily very slow, but during the years 1870 to i875, 
inclusive, it is quite probable that Remington made its 
greatest or most rapid growth, as did also the country 
around about this place. It was during those years that 
the town and surrounding country was so rapidly settled 
by men coming to this locality from the State of Illinois. 
Since that time we had no particular rush of this charac- 
ter until the years 1891 and 1892, when there was a great 
revival in the values of real estate here, principally in good 
farms, which was caused by a large influx of men from the 
State of Illinois, some of whom purchased farms with the 
intention to reside on and cultivate them and others for the 
purposes of speculation. This caused lands here to increase 
in value from $10 to $30 per acre. Some of those who 
sold their farms have moved into Remington and others 
located in different States. Some who came from Illinois 
here have also become citizens of the town. We accept 
these changes as a substantial betterment of the conditions 
of the people. 

Originally, Remington was divided into three wards, 
and at that time only had three Town Trustees, but later 
the territory was divided so as to make five wards, two of 
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which are on the north side of the railway and three are 
on the south side of the railway, and, therefore, Reming- 
ton now has five Town Trustees, one for each ward. 

The First Ward embraces all that territory west of 
Ohio street and north of "First North street. 

The Second Ward embraces all that territory east of 
Ohio street and north of First North street. 

The Third Ward embraces all that territory lying west 
of New York street and south of First North street. 

The Fourth Ward embraces all that territory lying 
between New York street on the west and Indiana street 
on the east and lying south of First North street. 

The Fifth Ward embraces all of the southeasterly part 
of the town lying east of said Indiana street and south of 
First North street. 

It will thus be seen that the railway runs through the 
three south wards. The Trustees must reside in their 
respective wards, from which they are chosen to represent, 
but the Clerk, Treasurer and Town Marshal may be selected 
from any part of the town, but they must be residents of 
the corporate limits of the town. 

The corporate limits of the town are as follows: Com- 
mencing at the Carpenter creek bridge, on the Remington 
and Wolcott public highway; thence west to Illinois street; 
thence north to Wilbur avenue; thence west to Indiana 
street; thence north to said creek, bearing slightly west to 
the curve in said creek, crossing the north end of Bruell 
street, northwest of the cemetery bridge; thence bearing 
north to the said creek; thence west to New York street; 
thence north to Short street; thence west to Missouri 
street; thence south to the Remington and Goodland public 
highway; thence east to the alley between Missouri and 
Iowa streets; thence south to the north line of O. P. 
Taber's property; thence west to Missouri street, taking in 
one acre of Mr. Taber's land; thence south to South Line 
street; thence east to Main street; thence south to South 
Line street, or the north line of the Galbraith farm; thence 
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east to Kentucky street, and thence due north to the place 
of beginning. 

The growth of Remington for several years was slow 
up to the year 1892, when a kind of boom struck the place, 
and the people began making more and much better im- 
provements. There had also been two building and loan 
associations organized here, which proved a blessing to 
poor men and those of ordinary means, for through this 
instrumentality they were enabled to build their own dwell- 
ing houses, and pay for them, with about the same amount 
of money, payable monthly, as would have been required to 
pay their rent in other houses, thus practically saving their 
rent, by investing it in property owned by themselves. 
Among the improvements made in Remington in 1892, we 
note the following: John Allman, Mrs. Hartman, Wm. 
Hartman and J. C. Mossier, all built new houses on vacant 
lots on South Ohio street, and these were all good dwelling 
houses, taking up very nearly all the vacant property on 
South Ohio street. This same season other portions of the 
city were improving equally as well. Among some of them 
we may mention R. S. Tuttle, who built a good house on 
North Indiana street. Dr. John P. Ramsay built a neat 
cottage house on Michigan street, between Indiana and 
Illinois streets. Hon. George Major built a commodious 
addition to his residence on North Indiana street, at the 
corner of Virginia street. Mr. James W. Noland built a 
good two-story frame residence on North Indiana street, 
between North Line street and Virginia street. Henry 
Miller built a good two-story frame residence on North 
Indiana and Wilbur streets. Ira W. Yeoman put an addi- 
tional story on his house on North Ohio street. W. A. 
Traugh built an addition to his residence on North Illinois 
street. George and Charles Hascall built a good two-story 
dwelling house on First South street, between Indiaaa and 
Illinois streets. Joseph Vogel built a good new business 
house for his boot and shoe trade on South Ohio street, 
near the railway. George B. Clark built an addition to a 
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house in the west part of town on South and Missouri 
streets. There were also many minor improvements made 
that are not here mentioned. Those mentioned were all 
good and substantial improvements and have added largely 
to the benefit and appearance of the town. In fact, all the 
improvements made in Remington during the past six or 
eight years have been good ones and credits to our town, 
showing that our people are not laggards, but are to a con- 
siberable extent prosperous and happy. They seem to be 
gaining little by little each year, as they go along. We do 
not mean to say that our people, either in town or in the 
country, are amassing great wealth, but that they are doing- 
fairly well and at least they are not losing anything. Until 
the year 1 893 we had been blessed with fair corn crops and 
oats also, but 1 893 proved a failure in the corn crop, which 
failure is felt, not alone by the farmers, but people in town 
as well, for whatever affects the farming community is 
equally effective in every other class of business or walk in 
life. The prosperity of Remington, from a financial point 
of view, was more flattering than it had ever been prior to 
1882. The building of so many new houses had a great 
deal to do with the prosperity of Remington, as it fur- 
nished employment for a great many mechanics and also 
day laborers, who were all paid excellent wages. Every- 
body felt encouraged and also felt like assisting in the 
work in hand. There was a flow of money into the bank 
at Remington that was loaned out at a moderate rate of 
interest. Farmers who were well-to-do preferred to loan 
the money received for grain and their sales of stock rather 
than deposit in bank, for the reason they could generally 
receive a higher rate of interest than they could on spec- 
ified time deposits, and of course this was the case with 
those who had sold their farms and who did not contem- 
plate buying elsewhere. Money however was not in such 
great demand as it had been previously, nor as it was in the 
year following, to- wit 1893, a panic extending in magnitude 
all over the United States, prevailing during this year and 
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a greater portion of the year 1 894. The two years prior 
to 1 892 had been successful years for the farming commu- 
nity, they having raised good crops which enabled them gen- 
erally to get rid of their indebtedness. The prices for hay, 
oats and corn were good and they had a ready market for 
them in Remington. Prior to those two years this section 
of the country had never had two full crops of all the ceri- 
als and hay in succession within the past thirty years of its 
history. 

When we take into consideration that Remington and 
the surrounding country was classed as swamp lands by the 
United States general survey, we may well look upon 
it with great astonishment. It is now well supplied with 
all the blessings granted by nature, and to this is added 
the additional comforts afforded by skilled labor and excel- 
lent husbandmen, all of which makes it one of the most 
happy communities in creation. It is now considered to be 
the finest farming country in northwestern Indiana. The 
lands have been all placed in a high state of cultivation; 
nearly all of it having fine farm residences and the greater 
portion of it being well drained both by open ditches 
and tile drainage, the tiling having been mostly ddne 
within the past few years, which fact alone has added at 
least twenty dollars in value to every acre so drained. The 
County is being rapidly populated with wealthy and ener- 
getic men. Their fields are well cultivated and their 
pastures are well stocked with first class horses, cattle, hogs 
and sheep. The horses particularly need a more than 
passing notice, for it is generally acknowledged that our 
horsemen cannot be surpassed anywhere, and that they 
have raised many as fine horses as has any locality in this 
or any of the adjoining states. They have taken a special 
interest in heavy draft horses, of the Clydesdale and Nor- 
man breeds, and they have also devoted much time and 
attention to the breeding of trotting and pacing stock, some 
of which has made excellent time and captured a consider- 
able amount of prize money. 
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Regarding the value of lands, it is proper to say that 
lands which could be bought for twenty-five dollars per 
acre ten years ago, now command the price of and can be 
readily sold for sixty dollars per acre, many farms, perhaps 
twenty, in the immediate vicinity of Remington having 
been sold for this latter price in the fall of 189*1. These 
were, of course, farms that were fairly well improved. 

On the second day of May,. 1892, the annual town 
election was held for the election of town officers, in the 
town Hall, and the following named gentlemen were select- 
ed to fill the various offices. 

For Trustee First Ward, E. B. Voudersmith. 

" Second " C. T. Denham. (Held over.) 

Third " Sam'l Bowman. 
44 Fourth 4< Josiah H. Allman. 
Fifth " Geo. B. Clark. 
Clerk and Treasurer, Charles E. Peck. 
Marshal, Isaac D. Luckey. 
The Election Board consisted of five members, viz: 
Charles, E. Harlacher, John Lamborn, William Draper, 
Michael J. Costello, and John J. Porter. 

• The election of 1 892 was a very quiet affair, more so 
than usual on such occasions. There was no particular 
issue sprung, and no scheming practiced out of the general 
order. It was purely a politicians election and the contest 
was merely between the Democratic and Republican parties 
of the town. The Republicans were successful, having 
elected their entire ticket excepting one trustee. 

The following is the vote as recorded at that election: 
For Trustees.- — 

First Ward— Geo. E. Vincent. (Dem.) 76 

E. B. Voudersmith. (Rep.).. 131 

Rep. majority \ . 55 

Fourth Ward— John K. Stoudt. (Dem.) 106 

J. H. Allman. (Rep.) 92 

Dem. majority 14 
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Fifth Ward— T. J. Turpin. (Dem.) 57 

Geo. B. Clark. (Rep.). 134 

Rep. majority 77 

Clerk and Treasurer — Joseph L. Pefly. (Dem.) 77 

" " " C. H. Peck. (Rep.) 119 

Rep. majority 42 

Marshal — L. Crownwette. (Dem. ) 64 

I. D. Luckey. (Rep.) 133 

Rep. majority 69 

The only Democrat elected was John K. Stoudt. 
Total number of votes cast was 214; some were thrown out. 



BRICK. 




>HE first brick kiln ever burned in this locality was 
in 1864, during the late war. It was made and 
burned in Carpenter's grove, just one mile north 
of Remington, by onp Joseph Lewis. He had a 
partner when they commenced operations, but they having 
some misunderstanding, this partner withdrew from the 
concern and Mr. Lewis completed the work alone. This 
partner's name was Jesse Nichols. The hands employed by 
Mr. Lewis in connection with the work were Harvey Hart- 
man, Clarence Babb, James H. Royalty, and his son, 
Henry Lewis, and also his son-in-law, John Hooks. Mr. 
Lewis brought the brick into Remington and he built with 
them the first brick house ever erected in the town. This 
house was built in 1865 on Illinois street and was destroyed 
by fire about the year 1873. The next brick burned here 
were made for the purpose of building the Exchange block, 
by Oliver B. Mclntire, J. O. B. McDougle and Henry 
Tribbey. They were made and burned just north of the 
property now occupied by Esquire George B. Chappell, on 



Digitized by 



Google 



\ 



IS8 REMINGTON AND VICINITY. 

the banks of Carpenter's creek, in the year 1874, by Fred 
Bloomer and George Hummel, who were the moulders and 
burners. In 1875 the Exchange block was built, and in 
the spring of 1875 Mr. J. O. B. McDougle made and 
burned the second kiln, with which he built a house. Mr. 
O. B. Mclntire also burned more brick on Range Line 
street, in the year 1877, just west of the town corporation 
line. There has been no bricks burned here since that 
time, except a few kilns, which have been made and burned 
by the tile factory people, for retail in small lots. Nearly 
all the brick heretofore used in Remington for building pur- 
poses have been shipped from other points. 



TILE. 




>HE tile factory was first established near here, 
adjoining the town on the southwest, during the 
year 1884, by the Messrs. Green Brothers. They 
bought ten acres of clay land from Mr. LaFayette 
French, and afterward they purchased two acres more just 
south of their first purchase, from John W. Thomas, mak- 
ing twelve acres in all. They at once started up their 
factory, with good buildings and first-class machinery, suit- 
able for the purposes intended, and they did a flourishing 
business from the start. In the year 1889 Samuel .Bow- 
man, one of Remington's best blacksmiths, purchased the 
interest of one of the Green partners in the business, and 
the firm has since that time been known as Green & Bow- 
man. They employed Mr. Moses French for a time to 
superintend this business. The firm of Green & Bowman 
have made many excellent improvements in various ways 
to their tile factory, and have been doing an increasing 
business each year since the formation of their partnership. 
This tile business has been an excellent thing for both the 
country and town of Remington as well. The factory has 
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given employment to eight or ten men a great portion of 
the time, and it has furnished an immense amount of tile, 
which has been used in draining the town and the farms 
for miles throughout the surrounding country. It has 
also been the means of furnishing employment to a great 
number of tile ditchers all over the county, who have 
invariably been paid good wages for their labor. It has 
been the means of bringing a great quantity of land into 
cultivation, which would not have been done had not this 
tile factory made it possible to do so. Farmers who 
adopted the plan of tiling often made enough extra money 
the first year after putting in their tiles to pay for the same, 
including the digging of the trenches, laying and covering 
the same. This innovation among our people has proven 
a great blessing to them, and we are glad to record the suc- 
cess of Messrs. Green & Bowman also. 



RAILWAY STATION AGENTS. 



ax 



*E have elsewhere in this work given the records 
of the various station agents who had controlled 
the agency at this place up to the year 1 868-9. 
In the year 1866 Mr. Robert Parker came to 
Remington. He was at that time a young man, but had 
the advantages of a good education. In 1867 he formed 
the acquaintance of Miss Hattie Black and she soon became 
his wife. Mr. Parker is and has been since he first came 
to this place one of the leading business men. His first 
occupation here was to clerk in a drug store for a short 
time, during which period he learned the art of telegraphy 
with Cornelius McDaniel, who was the freight agent and 
operator here at that time, and when Mr. McDaniel gave 
up the position of freight agent and operator, Mr. Parker 
succeeded him in both those occupations. He remained in 
the employ of the railway company for several years, when 
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he finally had a call to Indianapolis, Indiana, as cashier in 
one of the banks there. He did not remain in Indianapolis 
a great while, however, and returning again to Remington, 
he immediately engaged in the banking business, and had 
as his partner in this enterprise his brother-in-law, Mr. 
John Burger. They did a general banking business together 
until the year 1888, when Mr. Burger withdrew from the 
firm and engaged in farming and stock raising. Mr. 
Parker continued his banking business alone for some time, 
but eventully he formed a partnership with Mr. Henry Van 
Voorst, of Monticello, Indiana, and this firm continued 
the business in Remington tor three or four years together, 
when Mr. Van Voorst withdrew from the firm and organ- 
ized a bank in Monticello, of which he is at present the 
president and principal stockholder. Since that time Mr. 
Parker has conducted the business alone in Remington, 
and has always enjoyed an excellent patronage. By strict 
attention to business and honesty and integrity in all his 
dealings, he has been enabled to amass a considerable for- 
tune. 

After Mr. Parker surrendered the freight agency here 
he was succeeded by Mr. Wright Williams, who Assumed 
control of the office in 1872. He remained here for some 
time, or until his health began to fail, when the company 
changed him to the State Line (now Effner), where Mr. 
Williams soon afterwards became too ill to attend to busi- 
ness and he returned to Remington, where he died in a 
short time thereafter. George W. Morris now became the 
next freight agent for this station, having received his 
appointment in 1882, holding the office until the year 1892, 
when he was taken suddenly ill and died also. His assist- 
ant held the office a short time, and then Mr. P. E. Carson 
was appointed to the place in September, 1 892, which he 
still holds, with L. E. Allison as his assistant. 
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SAMUEL M. BLACK. 

t J^^k URING the year 1 866 Mr. Samuel M. Black came 
I I to this county and settled upon and improved the 
sj^J southwest quarter section of the farm now known 
as the Treat Durand farm. He remained there 
but a few years, when he sold his farm to Mr. Geo. Major, 
and he then moved into the village of Remington. He estab- 
lished himself in the harness business here at once, it being 
in the year of 1872. Mr. Black was an uncompromising 
temperance man, and soon after his arrival in the village 
he commenced an active warfare against the liquor traffic in 
this place. He had the zealous support of several of the 
most energetic and active ladies of the town, and together 
they accomplished a great amount of work. Whether the 
good accomplished was equal to the labor done, we are un- 
able to say. We are certain, however, that the cause of 
temperance was not injured any by their labors, even if the 
sale of liquors was not suppressed. When Mr. Black came 
into the town he was a widower, but soon after arriving here 
he was again married to a Miss Martha Cherry, a relative 
of the Haver family, and also a very strong temperance lady. 
She was an acknowledged leader in the crusades against 
liquors. She soon, however, departed this life and her re- 
mains were laid away in the Remington cemetery. Mr. 
Black married again one Miss Lilvis and soon after this 
latter marriage he removed to Denver, Colorado, where he 
is engaged in the fruit business. 



ROBERT PARKER. 

IN the year 1887 Robert Parker built a small yet very 
commodious banking house, the materials used being 
wood surrounded with brick. This building is 
located on the corner of Ohio and south Railway 
streets. Here Mr. Parker installed his banking business, 
11 
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where he and Mr. Van Voorst continued until their dissolu- 
tion, after which Mr. Parker remained there alone. In 
1892 Mr. Parker and O. P. Taber united in erecting a two 
story brick building, completely surrounding the bank and 
fronting west on Ohio street and north on Railway street. 
The lower part of this structure is excellently arranged for 
a general store room and the upper story is occupied as a 
lodge room for the K. of P. , an art gallery, and physicians 
and business offices. The brick and stone work was con- 
tracted to J. M. Hodshire and he commenced the work 
about the 1st of April, 1892. His workmen were very 
much troubled for about one month on account of the ex- 
ceedingly heavy rains, which occurred almost daily during 
this entire time. They, however, finished the stone work 
about the first of June, 1892, when they at once commenc- 
ed laying brick. As help, Mr. Hodshire had beside him- 
self, his son and two other good brick mechanics. Their 
assistants were William Barnes, Bert Blood, J. Stahl, 
Elias Johnson, James Thompson, Jacob Thomas and Ed- 
ward Stone. 

The carpenter work on this building was contracted to 
Wm. R. Love & Son. They commenced their work about 
the 1st of June, 1892. This year proved to be a rather 
bad year for building operations as it rained for nearly three 
months during the building season, and to make matters 
worse for this building enterprise one of the proprietors was 
taken very ill. This was Mr. Taber, who is himself a 
good caapenter, and had intended to assist in this part of 
the work. He was at the time also one of our county 
Commissioners and was unable to attend the June session 
of the Commissioners' Court. However, in course of time 
he recovered, although at one time his life had been almost 
despaired of. As this work progressed Mr. Parker con- 
ceived the plan of putting or building a fire and burglar 
proof vault at the east end of the bank building which he 
had erected in 1887. This was accordingly done also, and 
before the close of the year 1892 the entire building was 
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ready for occupancy. In the fall of this year Mr. Parker 
commenced the construction of an excellent private resi- 
dence for himself and family, he having selected the site on 
the corner of Illinois and Wisconsin streets. This is the 
most expensive dwelling in the town of Remington. The 
foundations are made of a brownish colored cut stone 
obtained in the southern part of the state of Indiana, but 
the building proper is a frame. Mr. Parker employed 
experienced stone cutters for cutting and carving the stone 
work in this house. The carpenter work was done by the 
Cummons Bros. , two of the most experienced wood work- 
ers ever in Remington in business. Mr. Collins R. Griffith 
was employed to do the brick work and Mr. H. Paxton 
did the painting. The work is all nicely done and is a 
credit to the mechanics of Remington. The building is 
40x50 feet on the ground and second stories and is two 
stories high, and cost Mr. Parker $10,000. He put down a 
well 250 feet deep and obtained mineral water. Some of 
the citizens organized and built a large derrick with a large 
water tank on top of it in order to supply their families 
with this water This company of citizens consisted of 
William Townsend, Dr. David H. Patton, A. M. Traugh, 
W. A. Traugh, Walter Gumm, Berey Graham, and M. G. 
Traugh. Mr. Parker has been occupying his property since 
the fall of 1893. We desire here to note that Mr. Parker 
was elected to the house of Representatives in the Indiana 
Legislature in November, 1888, and served honorably in 
this position for two years when his term expired. He is a 
firm believer in Christianity and is an active member and 
leader in the Christian church and Sunday school of Rem- 
ington. 

In the spring, summer and fall of 1 892 there were sev- 
eral business buildings erected in Remington. The O'Con- 
nor Brothers, having purchased through the agency of Ira. 
W. Yeoman from P. D. Gallagher the four business lots 
immediately south of Railway street and fronting east on 
Ohio street, they went to work at once and built a one story 
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double brick building on two of these lots. After they were 
completed they leased one of the rooms to Mr. S. Cassel, 
a Jewish merchant who had been in business here about 
two years. Soon after moving into this new place he failed 
in business and was closed out by the sheriff. He had made 
two moves in this town before going into the O'Connor 
building. He now quit business here and located soon 
after in Brook, Indiana, when he started again in the 
clothing business. He left here about the middle of Decem- 
ber, 1892. Soon after the completion of the O'Connor 
building they opened out a new billiard and pool hall in the 
other room of which they are the proprietors. This pool 
outfit cost them $500. They kept as their clerk Mr. Fint 
Swigard. The room vacated by Mr. Cassell has since been 
occupied as a restaurant, first by J. L. Pefley, next by C. 
W. Harner and next by Harner & Thomas, and it is now 
occupied for the same purpose by M. Adelbert Gray. Mr. 
Major, the editor of the " Remington Press." has estimated 
the cost of the buildings which were constructed in Rem- 
ington during the year 1892, at about sixty thousand dol- 
lars ($60,000). This is the greatest amount of money ever 
expended in Remington for building purposes in any one 
year. There were a great many new private residences 
constructed, besides the business buildings, and a great 
number of people made valuable and substantial repairs. 
The brick that was used in the construction of brick struct- 
ures was shipped to this place from other points, the build- 
ers claiming that they could import their brick for less 
money than they would have to pay for home manufactured 
brick. The manufacture of brick in or about Remington 
is in the back ground, but that is no legitimate reason why 
as good brick and cheap may not be made here as else- 
where, and we believe that the day is not far distant when 
this will be an accomplished fact. 
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SAND PIT. 

IN the fall of the year 1889 the people of our town 
became greatly worked up over the prospects of the 
development of a new industry, namely, the mining, 
crushing and shipping sand for use in the manufac- 
ture of glass. It is generally known that the northern 
part of Carpenter township is composed of very sandy soil; 
but near to Carpenter's creek the sand is of a different 
nature or texture to that found on our ordinary sandridges. 
Parties in prospecting along this creek through Carpenter's 
grove, about one and one-half miles north of Remington, 
made the discovery that the sand encountered, which was 
in large lumps of a rocky character, appeared to be suitable 
for the manufacture of glass. They accordingly had some 
of it shipped to Kokomo, Indiana, and had it tested in a 
glass factory there, and it was pronounced by the experts 
to be of excellent quality and quite suitable for use in man- 
ufacturing glass. Accordingly, Messrs. Smith and Keiger, 
of Kokomo, undertook to prepare and ship this sand to 
the latter place and elsewhere, and they proceeded to build 
the necessary buildings and placed therein the machinery 
required for crushing and pulverizing the sand stone, which 
they found in great abundance in the pit they opened up. 
The machinery used by them was very strong and was pro- 
pelled by a powerful steam engine. The discovery of this 
sand was made by the contractors of our new school house, 
which was built in 1889, they being men who lived in Ko- 
komo, and consequently familiar with the glass works of 
that place, and the sand required for their use. Some of 
the sand used in the construction of the school house was 
procured from our sand pit, and through that circumstance 
the contractors were led to investigate the same, and made 
the discovery of the value of the material there, to be 
obtained in great quantities. The first work done at the 
pit was on a small scale, and by hand and horse power 
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only, but they soon put in a small steam engine, which 
they used for a short time, but this was not deemed suffi- 
cient, and accordingly they purchased one of fqx greater 
power, also adding larger and more powerful crushers, and 
they soon had the business in fairly good shape. The first 
move that Messrs. Smith & Keiger made, after investigating 
the pit, was to purchase forty acres of land, being a part of 
the old John Jordan farm, from Mrs. Indiana Balthis, who 
had come into possession of it by descent. They were 
compelled to pay a large price for this land, although it 
was practically worthless for any other purpose. It is a 
part of the first and oldest farms improved in this county, 
but being on either side of the creek, it is very broken and 
hilly, covered with scrubby timber and practically worth- 
less for farming purposes. The firm has cleared off the 
timber to some extent and used it for fuel to run their 
engines, some for sills for their new building and some 
piling. The pit was opened in February, 1889, on the 
southwest side of the creek and immediately on the creek 
bank. The greatest difficulty now to be encountered was 
to get this sand to the railway after it had been properly 
crushed and ready for market, but this difficulty was finally 
overcome by the railway company building a spur or branch 
track from the main line to the sand pit, running close up 
to the mill, so that the sand could be loaded from the 
crushers onto the cars without extra handling. The length 
of this branch railway was a little more than one mile. 
This sand enterprise proved to be a good thing to some of 
our townspeople at least, as it afforded employment for 
quite a number of our otherwise idle men; usually there 
were from fifteen to twenty of our men thus employed at 
about $1.25 per day. This was not high wages to be sure 
but it was much better than being idle and securing nothing. 
The firm sent a man here named Elliott whose duty it was 
to have entire control over the works, as the general super- 
intendent. He was a man that was well calculated for this 
work and he was generally well liked by those who had any 
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business transactions with him. But after a time the men 
employed concluded that they were not being paid enough 
for their labor, and they accordingly demanded higher wages. 
This demand Mr. Elliot would not accede to, and they 
threatened to strike for higher wages, which they did, those 
quitting the work being Charles Bush, Elias Johnson, Louis 
Cronenwett, William Fieldson and others whose names 
we do not now recall. The entire laboring help quit work 
excepting Joseph Turner, who remained with the firm and 
attended to his duties. Mr. Elliot was not greatly disturbed 
by this strike, for the following day he had a complete and 
new set of employes consisting of William Holland, John 
Grubb, Peter Mann, Joseph Ellis, Howard Black, George 
Johnson, Edward Lock, Samuel Ellis, William Mann, Ira 
Cheek, P. Hollingsworth, and two brothers named Fowler. 
Mr. Geo. Johnson was the engineer and William Holland 
was made foreman of the employes. The Railway com- 
pany made one trip each day to the sand pit for sand which 
they hauled to Kokomo. The business seemed to flourish 
for about two years .when operations were suspended and 
the firm was reported as having failed. They had been at 
great expense and they probably lost several thousand dol- 
lars here. 



CARD PLAYING. 

# V*"X URING the first ten years of the existence of our 
I I town there was little if any card playing or gam- 
J^^F bling for money done. But during the next decade 
the place was very well noted and advertised for 
its members who indulged in playing cards for money, and 
during the year 1881 Royalty & Co. had charge of a pool 
and billiard room in Remington. It was there that the 
writer began to associate with card players. They were 
allowed to occupy a back room in which to play cards, and 
this was soon recognized as a "poker joint." In this way 
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we soon became a frequent visitor to this room where cards 
were played for money, but being rather distrustful of these 
games it was a long time before we were induced to par- 
ticipate in them. There were about five persons who re- 
sorted to this room for the express purpose of gambling for 
money and they were all experienced card players. The 
writer had had no experience in the business hence he was 
loth to take any part in it. It was always quiet here in the 
day .time and there would occasionally congregate sev- 
eral of the younger men of the place. We would then 
purchase a nickle's worth of filberts or nuts of some kind 
and then play draw poker, to see who would take them all. 

This sort of game did not last a great while until we 
commenced gambling for pennies, and then for five cents a 
corner. In this way, the game was encouraged, and the 
gang of young men who indulged in it now numbered some 
eight or ten persons, who were known as poker players; 
this was along about the year 1881 and 1882. Finally the 
pool and billiard hall fell into the hands of A. Watson; he 
permitted card playing in the rear-room also, but the 
change of management of the hall had a tendency to par- 
tially break up the gang of poker players, who had habitually 
congregated there to play for money. The greatest amount 
of the gambling was now done there in the night time, and 
on Sundays. 

Almost every Sunday there was a crowd of these 
sports assembled in Watson's rear room for card playing; 
gaining their entrance into the room by slyly stealing 
around the back way, and being admitted by a rear door, 
after coming up through the alley. The games that were 
now played, were for much larger stakes than those 
formerly played, ranging from ten cents to one dollar a 
corner, and the younger and smaller players were not now 
admitted into the room, when games were being played. 
But being barred out from this room did not seriously 
affect, nor stop the smaller games. For back on the lot 
then owned by Jared H. Fountain there was a barn, and 
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in this place they would meet and play cards, sometimes 
remaining there all day and all night. In the interior of 
this barn, there was a tightly closed oats bin, and in this 
bin was where the playing was done; outsiders could not 
see the light on the inside. But after a time Mr. A. Hardy 
leased the barn, and having knowledge of what had been 
going on there, he kindly and very politely requested the 
gang to secure other quarters for their business and amuse- 
ment. This was done by resorting to May's or Chappell's 
grove in the summer seasons and when it was not too cold 
or wet to be out of doors. Mr. May being apprised of 
what was going on on his premises, made a vigorous kick 
against it, and the party became wary of going there, and 
only did so when they were sure they would not be dis- 
covered or found out by Mr. May. If he caught them 
there, they were at once unceremoniously fired off from his 
premises. After a while this sort of business became irk- 
some, and they began casting about for some more secure 
and convenient rendezvous, and finally located themselves 
in the ice house on the corner of Illinois and North Rail- 
way streets, where J. S. Barnes & Co. , have one of their hay 
barns. When the ice was nearly, or all out, this was a very 
convenient place for their business; the only drawback to it 
being, that it gave one away who had been playing there, 
by the saw dust which would naturally cling to one's clothing. 
The place was controlled by Oliver B. Mclntire, and 
when he discovered what was going on in his ice house, he 
ordered the gentlemen to immediately vacate his premises, 
and they of course 4 4 did not stand on the order of their 
going, but they went at once. " 

The next place that they considered suitable, for the 
successful prosecution of their science, was a small barn 
which is now owned by Mrs. Cambe, but at that time it 
was in the care of James Pefley. The crowd would gather 
there when Mr. Pefley was not about, but if they were 
caught there, they were hustled out with a considerable 
degree of vigor, which proved to be the case on several 
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occasions, when the boys were compelled "to scatter like 
bad cats." Finally they were obliged to leave the place 
for good. 

The next place selected was known to the boys as the 
41 sky parlor." It was the name given by the card players, 
to the upper story of Hathaway Bros. Elevators. It was 
not a suitable place, as every man who indulged in a game 
there could be detected by the chaff and dust which 
adhered to their clothing. Yet they were obliged to retain 
this place for about one year, for the lack of a more con- 
venient one. 

After occupying this place for a year or so, they con- 
ceived the plah of locating their headquarters in the west 
corn cribs or bins, which were then owned and controlled 
by Mr. O. B. Mclntire. This proved to be a very good 
place, when the cribs were not filled with grain. This 
resort was soon discovered, but no one interfered except 
some of the gambler's wives, who became so annoyed as to 
break up the games for a short time only; some of the boys, 
parents also raised objections, and some of them were 
escorted home, under the influence of a lath, in the hands 
of an angry father. Finally these cribs were torn down 
and removed and the gang was again compelled to look 
about for another location; and this brings us down to the 
winter of 1886 and 1887; we find the gambling fraternity in 
possession of one of the rooms upstairs in the Exchange 
block, which was a very convenient and pleasant resort. 
There was also another room in the same block and which 
was used for the same purpose, but in this latter room, 
there were larger stakes played for, and more prominent 
gamblers of this place and also other towns around resorted 
to this latter place. After a time, however, both rooms 
were given up for other purposes or uses, and the smaller fry 
of the fraternity now began to resort to empty freight cars, 
which soon appeared to be too public and they were aban- 
doned. 

There was yet another poker room opened up in one 
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of the rooms on the south side of the railway, which was 
managed and controlled by two men who were cousins; 
they run it for perhaps two or three months, when it 
changed hands, and continued to exist until the spring of 
1889, when it was also abandoned. After this there were 
a few persons who would hold select gatherings for the 
purpose of playing poker, and they held their meetings in 
the same room in the Exchange building which they had 
some time previously abandoned, and others would some- 
times hold their select meetings in the rear of one of the 
pool halls. Another place where they frequently met was 
on Indiana street south of the railroad, in a little building 
called " Bachelor's Hall." The habit of card playing for 
money is a great evil, and one that is hard to break off. It 
has ruined many a nice and otherwise useful man. It 
is common almost everywhere today. It should be stopped, 
but it seems the law and officers are powerless to stop it. 
Men will leave their work to engage in card playing and 
losing their money; one can see it going on almost daily. 
We will say for Remington, however, that those engaged 
in this unlawful business are men of good disposition, and 
it is rarely if ever one hears of a racket among the gamb- 
ling fraternity. 



SECTION FOREMEN. 

IN 1859 and i860, after the railway was first built 
through this place, then Carpenter's station, the 
road was as all new roads are, in a very bad condi- 
tion, and the company was obliged to place six or 
eight men on each section. The man who first had charge 
of the section through here, was a Mr. Low Marlatt, this 
• being while Mr. William Foster, now of Goodland, Indi- 
ana, was the superintendent of the railway, and a Mr. 
Frank Gallino was the road master. Mr. Marlatt did not 
remain here very long, and his place was assumed by Mr. 
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William Williams, as foreman of this section. Mr. Williams 
was the man who put in the switches, and he did this work 
in 1861. 

' Mr. Williams was superceded by Mr. Timothy O'Con- 
nor as section foreman during the year 1862, who came 
here from Logansport, Indiana, and at once moved into 
the section house, which then stood upon the site now oc- 
cupied by Daniel O'Connor, as a residence. Mr. O'Connor 
in addition to his duties as the section foreman, boarded 
his men who were at work under him on the railway, there 
being at this time about six of those employes. Mr. 
O'Connor was a brother-in-law of the road master, Mr. 
Gallino. Mr. O'Connor made and saved quite a consider- 
ably amount of money which he derived from his services 
to the railway and from boarding railway hands, and in a 
few years he invested his savings in the improvement of his 
lots which he had purchased. He finally gave up his rail- 
way position, and ventured in the grocery business with 
whisky and beer as a side line, which he sold by the quart 
for a time, and in this business he was quite prosperous, 
and as well to do in this world's goods as perhaps any other 
merchant of the town. He remained in this business until 
his death, which occured on the 9th day of May, 1887. 
His remains were taken to Logansport and there interred. 
The man who succeeded Mr. O'Connor as foreman of 
the section was Mr. Thomas Rooney, who entered on his 
duties in 1874. Mr. Rooney was an Irishman, and did 
excellent service for the railway. It is proper to say that 
we now have two sections which intersect at Remington, 
and each of these sections now require a foreman. They 
both together have some six miles of track which had to be 
worked and kept in good repair, and in early days it 
required a great deal of labor to do this. The foremen 
were hired by the month, and the hands under them were 
hired by the day. The foreman's wages were forty dollars 
per month, and the laborers' wages were one dollar and twen- 
ty-five cents per day. These prices remained for thirty 
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years without much change in them, and it will be readily 
seen, that the men could not become wealthy at these 
figures. Mr. Rooney held this position until during the 
year 1878, when he was succeeded by Mr. Thomas Tuberty. 
Mr. Tuberty kept the control of his section for several 
years, and was finally succeeded by Mr. H. Donahue, who 
only remained a short time, being superceded by Mr. S. 
Sparks, whose stay was of short duration also. Mj\ Williajn 
Lawrence was his successor. Following now in regular 
order, we have the names of the various section foremen of 
Remington, viz.: Israel Lisk, H. W. Gwinn, Martin 
Ryan, William Rooney, Thomas Doran, Michael Ryan, 
John Donahue, Henry Hoover, James Britton, Henry 
Delzell, Michael Smith, John Strawn, John Smith, Henry 
Hassett and Matthew Messena. This being up to 1882, at 
which time the section was divided as above mentioned, 
and we have had two foremen in place one. The company 
then also built two new section houses, one at the west 
and one at the east parts of town. A man now by the 
name of Reese Roby took charge of the east section as its 
foreman. He remained in charge of this position for about 
six years, and then it was turned over to William Holland, 
and at this time John Smith had charge of the west section. 
He retained control of this section for about six years, when 
becoming careless of his duties caused by too free use of 
liquors, he was requested to resign, which he did, and Mr. 
George Johnson was placed in charge of the section. 
Charles Schneckenbarger soon succeeded Mr. Johnson, and 
the changes following soon occurred, viz. : Charles Bush, 
Henry IJassett and George Jay. About the year 1886, 
Bruce F. Tedford was placed on the west section, but he 
only remained there a short time, when he left it and 
immediately went on to the east section, taking the place 
of William Holland. Mr. Tedford took this section about 
the year 1887, and he has proven to be a faithful employe, 
and still retains the place at this time, 1894. He has pur- 
chased a nice property in the northeast part of town, on 
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Illinois street, and he is deserving of his comforts. The 
west section fell into the hands of John Meehan in 1888, 
and he also still holds possession of the position. We have 
overlooked three men who held the position of section 
foremen, and will here name them. They were, Henry 
Lynch in i860; Benjamin Rowe in 1887, an d Theodore 
Sheets, none of them remaining in the employ of the com- 
pany but a short time. This covers a period of about 
thirty-four years. 



HAY SHIPPING INDUSTRY. 

IN the year 1868, Mr. Henry Downing an English- 
man located in Remington, and engaged in the pur- 
chase and sale of hay. He bought the residence 
house that Joseph Lewis had built in i860, which 
stood on the southwest corner of Indiana and Railway 
streets, and immediately east of this residence he built a 
large hay barn, in which he handled his hay interests. He 
continued in the hay business for ten or twelve years. Mr. 
Downing was an energetic man, and he also engaged in 
buying and shipping stock in connection with his hay busi- 
ness. After remaining in the hay business for about twelve 
years, he sold out his interests in that line to a Mr. M. J. 
Yeagle, who had been doing a small business in hay prior 
to this time. But Mr. Yeagle, owing to his laxity in pay- 
ing promptly for his purchases, did not keep the good will 
of his customers. He was also slow in paying his hired 
help, and it was but a short time until he was compelled 
to quit the business. Previously to this Mr. Downing had 
been doing business on borrowed capital from Mr. A. 
Thompson, of Rensselaer, and he had not been successful 
in his hay enterprise; he was thus compelled to sell his hay 
barn to Mr. Thompson, to pay his indebtedness. Soon 
after Mr. Thompson got possession of this barn, during the 
year 1 884, it was destroyed by fire. 
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The Hathaway Bros, also handled hay, and they built 
what is now known as the west hay barn, which is at pres- 
sent operated by Patrick H. Maguire. Hon. Anson Wol- 
cott also built a commodious hay barn in the western part 
of Remington, and he was also a dealer in hay here in 
1886, and for some years afterward. Mr. John A. Thomas 
was in company with Mr. Wolcott for several years and 
attended to the buying and shipping. This Mr. John A. 
Thomas had been a farmer south of Remington for several 
years, and had also been engaged in the milling business 
in Remington a short time prior to his engaging with Mr. 
Wolcott in the hay business. 

In 1885, Mr. Michael J. Costello engaged as a dealer 
in hay, and had as an assistant at that time, in the person 
of Mr. Patrick H. Maguire. They quit the business in 
1886, and Mr. Maguire went to Kokomo, Ind., where he 
remained until the year 1890, when he again returned to 
Remington, and leased the hay barns from the Hon. Anson 
Wolcott, bought new hay presses, and at once again 
embarked in dealing in hay. In 1891, Mr. Maguire 
handled a great deal of hay and he gave employment to a 
great many hands, to run his presses and haul hay and 
load cars. When Mr. Maguire first came to Remington in 
1882, he was engaged in the flax mill, breaking flax and 
shipping the lint to eastern markets. This mill was built 
by a Mr. Switzer in 1882, and he had Maguire employed 
as his general manager. There was during this time quite 
a considerable flax grown here by the farmers principally 
for the seed, and they sold the straw to Switzer and Maguire; 
this straw business became quite an industry here for 
several years, but the flax mill was accidentally destroyed 
by fire in 1885, the land purchased by Mr. Costello, who 
built another flax mill on the site in 1887, but the flax 
growing business having been now abandoned by the 
farmers this mill was soon converted into a store house for 
the storage of hay. 

Jacob S. Barnes came to this locality in 1884, from 
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the State of Kentucky, and commenced working in hay as 
a day laborer; he continued in this way for two or three 
years, when having secured the financial assistance from 
Mr. Treat Durand, and having leased the Durand hay barn 
which is situated on the west side of Illinois street, between 
Railway and North streets, he engaged in the purchase and 
sale of hay, on his own individual account. Prior to this, 
Oliver B. Mclntire had been dealing in hay in the quarters 
mentioned above, and Mr. Barnes was in reality his suc- 
cessor. He at once had a new barn built, on the east side 
of the premises, one hundred feet long by thirty feet wide. 
Mr. Barnes also had an office and hay scales built in close 
proximity to his barns. He also built a third barn in 1891, 
and he now has three barns in close communication with 
his office and scales. He sends out his hay presses in all 
directions over the country, and presses the hay which he 
buys from the farmers, hauls it into town, and loads it into 
cars, if he can get them, and the market is suitable, and if 
not he stores it in his barns. He now has two partners in 
this business, who are men of financial means, the firm 
being known as J. S. Barnes & Co. , they are each year doing 
an immense business in this line. Barnes is a man of limited 
means of his own, but has the financial backing of some of 
our wealthiest men. He sold a large amount of hay in 
1891 and 1892, and it is said he made a handsome profit 
on it. He became a citizen here in 1 884. He owned a 
small building or dwelling house in Wilbur's addition to 
Remington, which he sold to his brother in 1885, who had 
just located here also, and who lived but a short time. 
Mr. Barnes farmed the Plunkett place in 1885, and then he 
commenced in the hay business as a hired hand for Mr. O. 
B. Mclntire. He became a partner of Mclntire's after 
this. He employes during the hay pressing season usually 
about twelve good men. Mr. Maguire also does an equal 
amount of business in the hay trade to Mr. Barnes, and 
employs as many men. They are both upright business 
men, and useful citizens. 
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MILLING INTERSETS. 

>HE first mill ever introduced in Remington was 
about 1879, and it was done by the Hathaway 
Brothers, and established in their elevator. It 
was only intended mainly to grind feed for stock, 
and it was not destined to live long in this place; it soon 
ceased to be of any material use to the people, and its 
operations were suspended. 

After this the Remington grist mill was established in 
1880, by Mr. Fred Huffman, in the McDougle building on 
South Ohio street, and adjoining the harness shop of Chas. 
L. Wilson on the south. It was a small affair, but did a 
great deal of grinding in its way. It was intended only for 
a corn mill, and ground nothing else except meal and feed, 
never attempting to make any flour. The machinery was 
placed in this leased building, and the mill continued oper- 
ations there until 1886, when it was removed to John 
Pugh's blacksmith shop. Mr. Huffman had in the mean- 
time sold this property to John A. Thomas, who had asso- 
ciated with him, John F. Stone, as a partner. They con- 
tinued the business together for two or three years, when 
they sold out to Lock Brothers. The property now 
changed hands in rapid succession as follows: Lock 
Brothers sold to E. F. Emery, Mr. Emery sold to Mr. 
Bowman, and Bowman to Robert S. Shearer, Robert S. 
Shearer sold to John Pugh, Mr. Pugh sold back to 
Robert S. Shearer, and Shearer now sold again to Messrs. 
Royalty and Lyon. The mill was then in the room now 
occupied by J. S. Barnes & Co., as a hay barn. This barn 
was originally built by William Haver for a livery stable, 
in the year 1868. Mr. Mclntire was the owner of this 
building, and the mill remained in it until he wanted to use 
its for a hay barn. Lyons now sold his interest to J. O. B. 
McDougle, and Mr. McDougle built a small house on his 
lot adjoining the post-office, and the mill was moved into 
12 
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this place, about January, 1887. In February, 1887, Mr. 
McDougle became the proprietor of this property, and he 
then leased it to Thos. J. Lock. Mr. Lock remained in 
the business near one year, when Mr. McDougle sold the 
property to Jacob Ochs, who bought the machinery only. 
Mr. Ochs remained in the mill until Mr. William L. Rich 
engaged in the wood, coal and feed business, when he, 
Ochs, sold his mill to Mr. Rich, who moved it on to his 
property, located on the corner of Indiana and North Rail- 
way and North streets, where he continued to use it until 
he sold out his entire interests there, to Mr. James Knight. 
Mr. Knight soon sickened and died, and his widow then 
sold out this entire property, including wood, coal, mill and 
feed interests to Messrs. Snell and Graham, who are the 
present proprietors. None of the men who have hereto- 
fore owned and operated this mill, have saved any money 
from its earnings, although it appears to be a useful institu- 
tion to Remington and surrounding country. 



Telegraph Operators and Station Agents. 

IN the year i860, just after the building of the rail- 
way through this place, the station agency was given 
to one William Lott, who held the position until 
during the year 1863. At this early date the agent 
only received fifteen dollars per month as his salary, which 
amount was indeed very small, for this class of service. 
Mr. Lott was succeeded in 1863 by Air. Samson Sheeks, 
and the wages or salary he received was twenty dollars per 
month. This of course was not sufficient to afford himself 
and family a reasonable support, and accordingly he dealt in 
flour; a business which added some little to his support. 
But a short time after he assumed control of the railway 
office here, his health began to fail, he being afflicted with 
a cancer on his face, which caused his death in 1867. 
After losing his health, his nephew, Cornelius McDaniels, 
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attended to the business of the station for him, and after 
his death McDaniels received the appointment from the 
company, as agent at this place. 

During the year 1864, the telegraph line was com- 
pleted through here, but there was no person here who 
could operate, and accordingly the company sent a Mr. 
Hugh Heaton here, an experienced man, who at once took 
charge of the telegraph office. He was a paper or ribbon 
operator, and in six weeks after he came here Mr. Cornelius 
McDaniel had acquired the art of telegraphy, and this 
office was given him also, and his salary was raised to 
thirty-five dollars per month, for his service in both offices, 
and this amount appeared to be sufficient for the support 
of himself, his mother and sister, with whom he was living. 
He was quite a young man at the time he assumed control 
of the office here, but he was an active penman, and had 
good business qualities, which enabled him to conduct the 
affairs of both offices to the complete satisfaction of both 
companies which he represented. He was sent to the 
State line (now Effner) for a while, and while he was there, 
the office here was in charge of Albert Nordyke. Whilst 
Cornelius McDaniels was in the office here, Robert Parker 
acquired the science of telegraphy under his instructions, 
and he soon became an excellent operator; about this time 
also the United States Express company established an 
agency at Remington, with George W. Hascall as their 
agent. Mr. Parker succeeded Mr. McDaniels as station 
agent and telegraph operator, at a salary of fifty dollars 
per month, the business of the two offices having increased 
sufficiently to warrant the companies to pay the above 
amount. Mr. Parker vacated these positions in 1878, as 
elsewhere herein stated, and since that time, the station 
agent has had the control of the express business also, and 
he has also been allowed a telegraph operator, thus there 
are two men required here at all times, who are in the 
main kept busy. 
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The Parmalee and Streeter Farm. 



ar 



*E desire to make a brief mention of this large 
farm here, although it lies some eight miles south- 
east of Remington, in the western part of White 
county, mainly for the reason that the present 
owner, Mr. S. R. Streeter, does a great portion of his trad- 
ing in Remington, and for the further reason that Mr. 
Streeter is a gentleman who stands very high in the esteem 
of all who have his acquaintance, and who have transacted 
business with him. What was originally known as the 
Parmalee, and now known as the Streeter farm, was entered 
and improved to some extent by a Mr. Sturges, of Chicago, 
Illinois, in 1 868 and 1 869. Mr. Sturges sold it to Mr. Z. 
K. Parmalee in 1870, and Mr. Parmalee sold it to Mr. S. 
R. Streeter, the present owner in 1886. This is the larg- 
est farm any where in this section of the State of Indiana. 
It is of excellent quality of soil, is somewhat low with some 
streaks of sand on it, but is easily drained. There are six- 
teen hundred acres in this farm, and it lies nearly four miles 
south of Wolcott. It is described as the southwest quarter 
of Section No. one (1), and the northeast quarter of Sec- 
tion No. two (2), and all of Sections No. 's eleven (n) and 
twelve (12), in township No. twenty-six (26) north, of 
range No. five (5) wes % t, in White county, Indiana. The 
improvements are located on Section No. twelve (12). 
The barn on this farm is very large, there probably being 
none larger within a radius of fifty miles. It is one hun- 
dred and fifty (150) feet long by seventy-five (75) feet in 
width, and it is forty-two (42) feet high, and is finished 
with the very best of materials of all kinds. The house 
used as the residence is quite large, but is of the ordinary 
style. The other out buildings are scattered all around 
promiscuously, being twelve or fifteen of them, which are 
used for various purposes, such as an office, sleeping rooms, 
laundry rooms, room for hired female help, wood house, 
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coal house, buggy house, stables apart from the barn, a 
carpenter shop, tool house, mule barn, separate from the 
others, chicken and pork houses, pig sty, double cribs in 
which are large wagon, or hay or stock scales; on the top 
of this large double crib is a large geared wind mill used for 
pumping water for stock, etc. On top of the large barn is 
also a large geared wind mill which is used for grinding 
feed by wind power, for the stock. This wheel is seven- 
teen feet in diameter, and is so arranged that they can 
attach to it three or four different kinds of machinery. 
There are also on this farm eight other wind mills used for 
pumping water. There is also on the place a large sheep 
barn, annexed to the main large barn on the southeast side, 
which is 150 feet long and twelve feet wide; this sheep 
barn connects the double cribs to the large barn. The 
farm is quite valuable and has many improvements and 
advantages that we have not the space nor time to enumer- 
ate here. 




The Remington Fair Association. 

>HE Remington Fair Association was organized in 
the year A. D. 1875, an d the society had all the 
necessary arrangements made in time to give the 
first exhibition during the last week of August in 
that year. The association has made a success in their 
management, since their first organization up to and includ- 
ing the present time. This association was organized by a 
number of gentlemen of this town and surrounding locality 
with James W. Lock as the originator or leader. The 
articles of association contained the names of such men as 
Hon. D. H. Patton, Edward W. Culp, George Major, John 
Y. May, James Gray, Samuel M. Black, William L. Rich, 
Oliver P. Taber, Albert J. Bellows, Robert Parker, Dexter 
R. Jones, Oscar M. Vickery, and several other gentlemen, 
who became stockholders in the association. Hon. George 
Major was selected as the first president for the association, 
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and he was retained and served in this capacity for five 
years in succession. During his administration as the 
President of the Fair Association, it built up the enviable 
reputation of being about the best organization of this 
character in northern Indiana. This record has been 
retained to the present time. It was at first thought that 
it would not prove a success, but those who doubted soon 
had their fears dispelled. The grounds are most beautifully 
located, one mile north of Remington, at the south 
extremity of Carpenter's grove, there being several acres of 
ground in the south side of this grove, which adds a 
great deal of beauty to the grounds, and affords an 
excellent shade and protection from storms. They have 
an abundance of good water, good stalls for all kinds of 
stock, a good woman's art building, amphitheatre, judges 
stand, and above all one of the best half mile race tracks in 
the State of Indiana. After this institution was first placed 
on its feet, it has at all time paid its own way. This fair 
was organized as a stock company, and one man could own 
and control as many shares of stock as he cared to buy. 
In the course of a few years this stock was all owned and 
controlled by twelve or fifteen men. In 1879, Hon. David 
H. Patton was elected the president, and he served in this 
capacity for the next two ensuing years. He gave the peo- 
ple very general satisfaction by his administration of affairs, 
his motto being that everything went in that was calcu- 
lated to bring money into the treasury 6f the society; by 
this modus operandi, the society was prosperous and soon 
enabled to build better fences, buildings, and in other ways 
beautify and improve their grounds. 

Edward W. Culp was elected in 1 881, as the president 
of the association, and under his management the fair con- 
tinued to prosper. He was succeeded in this office by Mr. 
Treat Durand in the year 1 884. Mr. Durand was a vigorous 
executive officer, and he managed the affairs of the association 
in such a manner as to make the greatest amount of money 
out of it, and in a few years they were enabled to add more 
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lands to their grounds, which they purchased from Mrs. 
Indiana Balthies. The good standmg of this organization 
has been maintained, since its original inception to the 
present time. This splendid race track is admired by all 
who have seen it; it is as level as a floor, and is almost a 
perfect circle one-half mile in length, or circumference, 
with no sand or other obtacles to interfere; the track 
touches the grove on the north side, so that the populace 
have an excellent shade for protection, during the races. 
This beautiful grove is nature's own production, which has 
been improved by artificial and scientific trimming, and 
excellent drive ways and foot roads traverse it in all direc- 
tions. The grounds are located immediately on the east 
side of the public highway which angles through this grove, 
it being the oldest highway in this part of Jasper county, 
and it forms the southwestern boundary line of the fair 
grounds. A portion of the ground in the grove has been 
nicely arranged for huckster stands, and the main highways 
pass from these stands to the amphitheatre and race tracks, 
and to the hall. There is plenty of room for all manner of 
business there, and generally there are probably twenty 
different stands on the ground when the fair is in opera- 
tion. One of the greatest attractions for young people, and 
some of the older ones for that matter, in late years has 
been a swing, which is complete in all its appointments, 
and which is run by steam power. As regards the 
exhibits usually shown here, we have only to add, that the 
several departments ordinarily show products that it is dif- 
ficult to find excelled anywhere, even at our State fairs. 
The stock shows, especially horses, are not to be excelled 
in Indiana, as our people have taken a great pride and 
special interest in breeding fine stock in this line, and cat- 
tle, hogs, sheep and poultry come in for their just share of 
praise, as well as farm products, textile fabrics, and woman's 
works generally. 

Taking it all together, Remington has a fair associa- 
tion that can be beaten by none, of equal natural advan- 
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tages, and one that her citizens justly take great pride in. 
The fair is owned and controlled by the following named 
gentlemen: Mark J. Phelps, Thomas Wilcox, L. Holling- 
worth, C. Hensler, O. P. Taber, John J. Porter, James 
Gray, E. E. Rockwood, O. M. Vickery, Hon. D. H. Pat- 
ton, John Y. May, Ed. W. Culp, E. H. Briggs, and A. J. Bel- 
lows, which is sufficient guarantee, that the former reputa- 
tion of the fair will be maintained and improved. The fair 
has always been able to pay its premiums in full, and it is 
believed that it always will, and its management has the 
brightest hopes for its future prosperity and success. 




EXCHANGE BLOCK. 

)HE Exchange block was erected in Remington dur- 
ing the year 1875. I* was built by three different 
persons, viz. : Oliver B. Mclntire, J. O. B. Mc- 
Dougle and Henry Tribby. The two north rooms 
were built by Mr. Mclntire, one for the use as a Banking 
House, being on the corner, and the other room was 
designed for a general merchandise store room, which 
extends entirely around the banking room, fronting on 
Ohio street toward the east and fronting north on North 
street. It was first occupied by David Bates, and occu- 
pied as a furniture store room, during 1876. The next 
room to the south of the above was built by Mr. Mc- 
Dougle, which when he had it completed, he occupied 
himself as a grocery store. He was not prosperous in this 
venture, as he did a large credit business, and lost heavily 
by the failure of his debtors to pay him. The people of 
the community at this time were in poor financial circum- 
stances, and this was one of the causes that led to 
the failure of Mr. McDougle. He was therefore compelled 
to sell his interests in this building, and also to sell a good 
brick residence, which he had built for a home, in order to 
gain another start in business. This dweling he sold to E. 
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H. Briggs in 1886. The south room of Exchange block 
was built by Henry Tribby, who also started a business in 
it as soon as it was completed, but he too made a failure, 
and was forced to the wall. 

Mr. Tribby was the man that first suggested the con- 
struction of the Exchange Block. He furnished the money 
and hired the men to make and burn the brick that were used 
in the construction of this building. The men he employed 
were Frederick Bloomer and Henry Hummell, who were 
experienced brick makers, Twho took the contract for 
furnishing the brick. They were made and burned on the 
creek bank just east of the town of Remington, near the 
present residence of Harry Hartley, which was then owned 
by Mr. Tribby, the brick dwelling being afterward built by 
Mr. Tribby in 1877, an d built from brick made by the 
same parties, at this brick yard. Our town at this time 
was lively and full of business, and all kinds of labor were 
in good demand. There were several houses built at this 
time. As soon as the Exchange Block was completed 
Messrs. Mclntire and John K. Shaw formed a partnership 
and engaged in the banking business in the north room on 
the corner. Mr. John K. Shaw remained in the business 
only a few years, when he withdrew from the partner- 
ship and removed to Duluth, Minnesota, where he is 
at present located. Mr. Mclntire continued in the 
banking business alone some years longer, and finally 
in the year 1887, he having met with misfortunes, 
quit the business and turned it over to T. Durand & Co. 

Mr. Mclntire remained for a time however. Two or 
three years later Mr. Durand became ill and died and this 
circumstance caused the bank to be permanently closed, so 
far as any former management had aught to do with it. 
But later, in 1892, there was a bank organized, and locat- 
ed therein, known as the Citizens Bank of Remington, 
which has Henry O'Harris of Rensselaer as its president 
and O. B. Mclntire cashier, with Geo. A. Chappell as 
assistant cashier. Mr. Mclntire for many years controlled 
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the bulk of the grain trade here, previous to his later bank- 
ing experiences. He was engaged in the grain trade here 
in 1 867 and for the accomodation of his trade in this line 
he built a small banking house on the corner of South 
Indiana and Railway streets. This place was used for a 
bank until the building of the Exchange block in 1875, *&& 
this old bank building was then sold to Mr. Esau Hart, the 
hotel man, who used it for a sample room for runners until 
the fall or winter of 1888-89, when he removed it across 
the street to the site of the old Henry Babb hotel, which 
had been recently burned, and Joseph Vogel then took pos- 
session of it as a boot and shoe store room. 

On the site of this Exchange block had been previously 
built a frame structure which was used as a hotel by a Mr. 
Joseph White, which had been used for this purpose for 
about fifteen years prior to the year 1875. Mr. White 
sold this building to Mr. Henry Hastings in 1863, and he 
immediately sold it to Mr. John Southard, who run it as a 
hotel for about two years, when in the fall of 1865 Mr. 
Southard sold it to James A. May, who was a son-in-law of 
Mr. Southard. Mr. May soon traded the property to 
Joseph Stewart for a farm, upon which he moved in 1867, 
on " black oak," and Mr. Stewart took charge of the hotel 
property. Mr. Stewart soon sold to a Mr. John Nevada, 
who in turn in a few years sold out to Mr. O. B. Mclntire. 
Mr. Mclntire sold the building to J. W. Lock, who 
removed it from the premises in 1875, to the south side of 
Railway street, just east of the Hart hotel. This left the 
premises free from encumbrances, and the erection of the 
Exchange block was soon an accomplished fact. It is the 
most expensive building in the town of Remington, and 
has a fine large hall in the second story, besides numerous 
offices up stairs. The hall occupies one-half of the entire 
upper story of this building, and it is used for all public 
meetings of a local character, and for traveling theaters, 
concerts, etc. The room or part that Mr. McDougle had 
built, was bought by Mr. Treat Durand. The south room, 
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or the one that had been built by Mr. Tribby, had been 
sold to the Solomon Brothers, who sold it to x Michael J. 
Costello, who kept it only a short time, when he in turn 
sold this room to Mr. Treat DurancL 

In 1887 Mr. Mclntire having failed, sold his interest in 
this building to Treat Durand, and this purchase made Mr. 
Durand the sole owner of the entire building, which he 
retained until his death, which occurred in July, or there- 
abouts, in the year 1888. At the death of Treat Durand 
the property fell into the hands of his son, Harvey 
Durand, of New York City, by descent. In the course of 
a year or two, Harvey Durand sold this entire block to Mr. 
E. H. Briggs, who is the present owner of it. This build- 
ing cost more money than any other building in the town 
of Remington, and being advantageously located, it is a 
very suitable place for any kind of mercantile or other 
business. It commands the highest rental rates of any 
other like property in the town, and in this way pays a 
large interest on the money invested in the building proper. 
The value of the building is estimated at about eight 
thousand dollars; there are four business rooms on the 
first floor, each of which rents for twenty-five to thirty 
dollars per month, beside the hall and offices, which bring 
no very small rental revenue, so that in all, the rents pay 
the owner in the neighborhood of five dollars per day, or 
about sixteen hundred dollars per year. The ground 
floors are at present occupied by a bank, general mer- 
chandise store, drug store and millinery and dress making. 
During the year 1 890, the citizens of Remington and 
vicinity, knowing the great need of gravel roads in this 
locality, commenced discussing the feasibility of building 
such a road on the range line, between ranges six (6) and 
seven (7), commencing at the county line between the 
counties of Benton and Jasper, where it would intersect a 
gravel road already built on this line several miles south 
through the county of Benton. This contemplated line of 
gravel road to run directly north on said range line, through 
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the town of Remington, and thence on north to the civil 
township line dividing Jordan and Carpenter townships, it 
being the Congressional township line, dividing town- 
ship twenty-eight (28) and twenty-seven (27) north, a 
distance of six miles. Accordingly they held a meeting in 
Exchange Block Hall, during the month of September, 
1890, for the purpose of putting the project into a tangible 
form. There was considerable opposition to the plan, 
which was to tax all property within a distance of two 
miles from the proposed road, and as a result the meeting 
was anything but harmonious, some of the parties becom- 
ing so turbulant and unruly as to come to blows. But the 
disturbance was soon quelled, and the business of the 
meeting was proceeded with. At this meeting the project 
took definite shape and it was fairly placed upon its feet. 
The necessary legal course having been strictly pursued 
through the Commissioners' Court under the provision of 
our gravel road laws. Actual work was commenced on the 
road by Levi Hawkins, who had been awarded the contract 
to make this road. He had the gravel shipped into Rem- 
ington on the railway, and employed men with teams, to 
distribute it on the line of road as follows: Charles Elmore, 
Charles Fisher, George Daffer, Samuel Huggins, G. G. 
Plummer, Moses Connell, William A. Phillips, Pink 
Sheets, A. M. Vice, Moses Sigo, L. Brandice, O. M. 
Vickery, August Walters, Richard Turpin, John Mitchell 
and several others we cannot now recall. Mr. Hawkins 
was a resident of Remington, and was a very suitable per- 
son to do this work. He employed Elias Hollingsworth to 
superintend the grading. Mr. Hollingsworth was an ex- 
pert in grading, as he had done a great deal of this 
character of work in his ten or twelve years of service as 
Marshall of the town of Remington. Mr. Jacob Thomas 
superintended the unloading and measuring the gravel 
from the cars, which required efficiency, as Mr. Hawkins 
had purchased this gravel from the railway company, and 
it became necessary for Mr. Hawkins to have it measured. 
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The county was bonded to the amount of $12,000 for the 
payment for this work and was reimbursed by a tax levy on 
all lands and other property within two miles of the gravel 
road, the tax assessment being graded in proportion to the 
proximity of the property assessed to the road, the nearest 
property to the road being taxed the highest. This tax 
assessment of course took in the entire town of Remington 
as well as the farms and other property within the limits 
specified above outside of the town. The proportion each 
man was required to pay was ascertained by a board of 
appraisers, or rather assessors, who were appointed by the 
Board of County Commissioners to do this work. Their 
assessment generally proved satisfactory, yet some claimed 
that a discrimination had been made in favor of some of 
the most valuable town property, but this was obviated by 
those parties who gave the project a sufficient amount 
outside of their tax to equalize matters. The town of 
Remington also had some gravel road work done on Indi- 
ana and Illinois streets, and also on first North street. It 
gave the contract for this work to James W. Lock. The 
material for this work was obtained from near the sand pit 
in Carpenter's grove, and was hauled into town on wagons. 
It has proven to have made very good streets. Ohio street 
was also graded with the same material, which makes it a 
very nice street upon which to drive under all circumstances 
and in all kinds of weather. This work was extended from 
North Ohio street west on First South street, to the gravel 
road on Range Line street. This town work was all done 
on subscriptions, the cost being about thirty-two dollars 
for each fifty lineal feet. The Ohio street work was done 
by Mr. J. Simmons on a contract with the town, or more 
practically with the property owners affected on Ohio 
street. The grade north of First North street was only 
ten feet wide, while through the business part of the town 
the gravel which was underlaid with rocks, covered the 
entire street. This town graveling work was done during 
the years 1889 and 1890, and finally completed November 
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6, 1891. Within the past three years, or since the year 
1 890, there has been three excellent stone arches or bridges 
made at the expense of the Town, whieh entirely span 
Main or Range Line, Ohio and Indiana street, all of which 
are across the creek that, traverses Virginia street. These 
are all excellent pieces of mechanical skill, and were done 
at a cost to the town of about three hundred dollars each. 



SECRET ORDERS. 

MASONIC LODGE. 

kJ^\ EMINGTON LODGE, No. 351, F. & A. M., was 
1^^ organized under dispensation October 17, 1866, 
M - F with the following officers, viz.: Samson Erwin, 
^^ W. M.; Felix R. Donnelly, S. W. ; Charles F. 
Fisher, J. W. ; John Garretson, Treasurer; B. B. Jeffries, 
Secretary; James Pugh, S. D. ; J. L. Harner, J. D. ; John 
Miller, Tyler. This lodge was chartered on the 29th day 
of May, 1867, with Samson Erwin, W. M. ; Felix R. Don- 
nelley, S. W.; Charles F. Fisher, J. W. The charter 
members were Samson Erwin, Felix R. Donnelley, Charles 
F. Fisher, J. D. Nichols, John Miller, James Pugh, John 
Garretson, Daniel Zerger, B. B. Jeffries and James L. 
Harner. 

This lodge had January 1st, 1894, forty-four members, 
with the following officers, viz. : J. N. Stanfield, W. M. ; 
James Zea, S. W. ; Simon Marquess, J. W. ; H. Landon, 
Treasurer; William R. Love, Secretary; James Marquess, 
S. D., Charles F. Fisher, J. D. ; George Shipman, Tyler, 
Harmon Foster and James Taylor, Stewards. It is proper 
to note that Charles F. Fisher is the only remaining char- 
ter member of the Masonic Order, whose name now 
appears on the records of the lodge at Remington. 

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS. 

Remington Lodge, No. 284, of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, was organized under a charter from the 
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Grand Lodge of Indiana, July ioth, 1867, by D. D. G. M. 
James H. Loughridge, of Rensselaer, Ind., assisted by 
members of Iroquois Lodge, No. 143, I. O. O. F., of 
Rensselaer, and brother Alfred Reed, of Monticello lodge. 
The charter members were Charles G. Edwards, William 
Haver, G. B. Chappell, J. F. Beckner and James B. Shaw. 
The first officers elected were as follows, viz. : Chas. G. 
Edwards, N. G. ; J. F. Beckner, V. G. ; James B. Shaw, 
Secretary; Geo. B. Chappell, Treasurer. Charles G. Ed- 
ward$ and Geo. B. Chappell, still retain their membership 
in this lodge, the latter having joined the order in 1853. 
In May, 1868, by petition to the Grand Lodge, the name 
of this lodge was changed to " Schuyler Lodge," No. 284, 
in honor to that noble man and true Odd Fellow, Hon. 
Schuyler Colfax, and it has since been known by that 
name. It now has a membership of seventy, and in lodge 
furniture, regalia, and cash investments, over $2,000 of 
assets. It has always promptly responded to the call of 
the needy brothers at home and abroad, and is fully abreast 
of the times in the work of the order, as attested by the 
attendance at lodge meetings and general interest mani- 
fested ' * for the good of the order. v The present officers 
are, J. F. Major, N. G. ; Geo. Stoudt, V. G. ; J. E. Stiller, 
Recording Secretary; A. Beasley, Financial Secretary; 
William Townsend, Treadurer. 

DAUGHTERS OF REBEKAH. 

The grand lodge of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, at its November session, 1891, granted to G. B. 
Chappell, Charles L. Denham, John G. Tharp, William 
Townsend, Ammon Beasley, Elias Hollingsworth, John J. 
Pprter and William Broadie, members of Schuyler Lodge, 
No. 284, I. O. O. F., a charter to organize a Degree Lodge 
of Daughters of Rebekah, in the town of Remington, Indi- 
ana, to be known as Remington Lodge, No. 384, D. of R. 
On January 26, 1892, the lodge was instituted by Grand 
Master U. Z. Wiley, assisted by members of Rensselaer 
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Lodge, No. 246, D. of R. The new lodge received six- 
teen .members by initiation on the night of organization 
and now has a membership of seventy three, with a fine 
prospect for the future. The first elective officers were 
William Townsend, N. G. ; Mrs. Lora Wolf, V. G. ; Miss 
Rose Hollingsworth, Secretary, and Mrs. Maggie Denham, 
Treasurer. The present officers, 1894, are Mrs. Nora 
Townsend, N. G. ; Mrs. Rose Gumm, V. G. ; Miss Lina 
Luckey, Secretary, and Mrs. J. F. Major, Treasurer. 

KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS. 

Remington Lodge, No. 58, K. of P., was first organ- 
ized in 1874, but on account of dull times the lodge was 
compelled to surrender its charter in 1876. But on the 
15th day of December, 1887, the lodge was reorganized, 
with twenty-eight charter members, since which time it 
has been remarkably prosperous, and at the close of the 
year 1893, it had eighty-seven members in good standing. 
The present officers are J. W. Thomas, P. C. ; P. C. Car- 
son, C. C. ; John F. Major, V. C. ; Harry E. Hartley, 
Prelate; Frank W. Hardy, M. A. ; Charles H. Peck, M. of F. ; 
Marion G. Traugh, M. of E. ; William E. Peck, K. of R. 
and S. The lodge meets every Thursday evening in their 
lodge room, up stairs, in the Taber block. Visiting 
brothers are always cordially invited to meet with this 
lodge. 

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 

A Grand Army Post was organized at Remington on 
the 2 1st day of September, 1886, and it was instituted by 
Capt. James A. Burnham, assisted by other members from 
the Rensselaer Post. This post was not formally named 
until about the 1st of January, 1887, from the fact that the 
membership could not agree upon a name until about that 
time, and when they finally agreed upon the name they 
called it Remington Post, No. 74, G. A. R. This post was 
organized by the following charter members, to-wit: 
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D. H. Patton, E. B. Vondersmith, Henry Miller, John 

F. Stone, Jacob A. May, O. N. Chamberlin, J. F. Ellis, 
Samuel Cambe*, H. H. Walker, Thomas Wilcox, Henry 
Kuster, J. K. Bingman, H. Root, P. H. Lalley, John 
O'Connor, George Coffelt, L. A. Ford, Phillip Balser, W. 

0. Moore, J. E. Stiller, S. F. Courtright, S. C. Maxwell, 
John Wilson, J. H. Allman, George C. Bull, Van B. Hinds, 
William Jordan, W. R. Love, Z. K. Smith, W. H. Snyder, 
N. J. Bull, James Glispy, Henry Bellows, Edward Green, 
James H. Green, Ezra Bowman, John A. Thomas, John 
Graham, C. R. Harmon, J. H. Burns, Robert Lecklider, 
C. F. Fisher, Nathaniel Campbell, W. S. Hubbard, O. K. 
Ritchay, Benjamin Barker, Jacob Ackermann, W. W. 
Owens, James Turvey, A. J. Bellows, W. B. Price, W. C. 
Kirk, William A. Phillips. This makes the membership 
of the post at the time of its organization, and granting of 
its charter fifty-four. The charter was granted and issued 
on the 1 2th day of January, 1887. The following are the 
names of its members who are in good standing at this 
time, 1894: C. R. Griffith, John Meehan, Dorr Blood, M. 

G. Lewis, Thomas Wilcox, A. J. Bellows, James H, Burns, 
Phillip Balser, Benjamin Barker, George C. Bull, J. F. 
Ellis, C. F. Fisher, Ed. M. Greene, F. M. Goble, Levi 
Hawkins, Wm. H. Marquess', Z. K. Smith, J. E. Stiller, 
George Griffin, L. A. Ford, William R. Love, W. C. Kirk, 
David H. Patton, Jacob Ackermann, Joseph Fleckenstine, 

1. D. Luckey, J. R. Wilson, Jacob A. May, H. H. Walker, 
James A. May, J. N. Bull, H. Landon, Wm. B. Price, 
Thomas Callaghan, Geo. F. Shaull, David Gigley, S. H. 
Kuster, James H. Green, H. Root, John Ulm, W. W. 
Owen, Van B. Hinds, J. H. Biddle, E. B. Vondersmith, 
Wm. A. Phillips, Geo. W. Lear, John K. Bingman, E. 
Bowman, John T. Turner, B. F. Tedford, W. S. Lacy, 
Josiah H. Allman, H. C. Bugbee, W. G. Johnson, J. M. 
Hodshire, John Kittering, Hugh Treanor, James E. Hogan, 
John W. O'Connor, Dexter R. Jones, W. S. Russell, 

18 
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Richard Evans, Franklin Holmes, R. F. Irwin, Moses 
Thomas. 

This makes a total membership at this time of sixty- 
five. The post has lost by death the following mem- 
bers, viz: Robert W. Lecklider, Cap. Roy D. Davis- 
son, Samuel Cambel and Thomas G. Terry. The com- 
manders of this post have been as follows, viz: E. B. 
Vandersmith, 1886-7, David H. Patton, 1887, Capt. C. F. 
Fisher, 1888-9, J. H. Allman, 1890, William R. Love, 
1 89 1, Charles Harlacher, 1892, Ezra Bowman, 1893, 
William H. Marquess, 1894. The present officers are 
William H. Marquess, Com. ; Wm. R. Love, S. V. C. ; 
Thomas Callaghan, J. V. C; J. M. Hodshire, O. D.; E. 
B. Vandersmith, Q. M. ; James E. Stiller, Adjt.; J. H. 
Allman, Chaplain; H. Landon, Surgeon; John Mehan, 
O. G. ; H H. Walker, Sergt. Maj. John R. Wilson, Q. M. 

(Sergt. The regular meetings of this post are held the first 
and third Saturdays of every month. Visiting comrades 
always cordially welcomed to meet with the post. 

" WOODMEN OF THE WORLD." 

Shell Bark Camp, No. 8, Woodmen of the World 
was organized Sept. 28, 1891, with sixteen charter mem- 
bers, the following being a list of the officers for the 
first term, viz: M. G. Traugh, Con. Com.; George 
Morris,* Adv. Lieut: Harry E. Hartley, Banker; Geo. A. 
Chappell, Clerk; John P. Ramsey, Escort and Physician; 
H. C. Goldsberry, Sentry; Ammon Beasley, Watchman; 
L F. Huffman, O. M. Vickey and H. E. Hartley, Mana- 
gers. The other charter members were W. L. McCabe, 
William Green, C. A. Perkins, W. L. Rich, George 
Sehring, Frank M. Wolfe and Edgar Monagle. The lodge 
at the present time numbers nineteen sovereigns, and it 
holds its meetings in the Taber block. Its officers at 
present (1894) are, C. A. Perkins, Con. Com.; Orville G. 
Maxwell, Adv. Lieut. ; I. J. Huffman, Banker; William 
Green, Escort; J. P. Ramsey, Physician; C. R. Griffith, 
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Watchman; George Sehring, Sentry; George A. Chappell, 
Clerk. Managers, J. P. Ramsey, William Green and A. 
Beasley. The Woodmen of the World is a fraternal, 
social and beneficial order, the expenses of the Camp 
being paid quarterly. The insurance provides for the pay- 
ment of from $500 to $3,000 to the families of deceased 
members, and the placing of a $100 monument at the head 
of the grave of every deceased member. It is a comparatively 
new insurance organization, but its careful and conserva- 
tive business methods commend it to all who desire reliable 
insurance at a reasonable cost. 

♦Denotes deceased persons. 

ANCIENT ORDER OF UNITED WORKMEN. 

Remington Lodge, No. 88, of the A. O. U. W. was 
instituted August 31, 1880, by D. G. M. W. Warren Davis, 
of Terre Haute, Ind. , assisted by W. C. Kirk, of Peoria 
Lodge, of Illinois. The balloting for officers resulted in 
the election of James Pefley, P. M. W. ; S. C. Maxwell, 
M. W. ; M. G. Traugh, G. F. ; N. S. Bates, O. ; H. W. 
Snyder, Recorder, Wright Williams, Financier; O. B. 
Mclntire, Receiver; J. W. Mowrer, Guide; William Draper, 
I. W.; W. H. Cox, O. W. Trustees Albert Bellows, 
James Brodie and Esau Hart. The following were initia- 
ted as charter members: N. S. Bates, H. W. Snyder, 
James Pefley, J. W. Mowrer, P. Newcomb, O. B. Mclntire, 
M. G. Traugh, H. H. Walker, S. C. Maxwell, H. C. 
Goldsberry, Wright Williams, J. A. Thompson, J. G. 
Morris, E. Hart, John G. Tharp, Wm. Draper, W. H. Cox, 
A. J. Bellows, James Brodie. The present officers are 
James Pefley, P. M. W. ; J. G. Morris, M. W. ; William 
Howard, F. ; O. B. Mclntire, O. ; Moses F. French, 
Recorder; Esau Hart, Financier, T. J. Thomson, Guide; 
C. Hensler, I. W. Trustees, M. F. French, J. G. Morris 
and Esau Hart. 
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OBITUARY. 

THOMAS DOBBINS was born in Hampshire county, 
West Virginia, April 14, 18 14. He died in Jasper 
county, Indiana, January 6, 1891, aged 7 J years, 
8 months and 22 days. He was married to Nancy 
Ravenscroft Sept. 20, 1830, in Hampshire county, West 
Va. They moved to Indiana in 1855, and settled in White 
county. After a few years they removed to Battle Ground, 
Indiana, and in 1876 they removed to Jasper county, to 
the neighborhood where they resided until their death. 
Brother Dobbins was called to travel the path of life with- 
out his companion for about ten years. He was a kind 
and affectionate father, a genial companion, a loving hus- 
band and obliging neighbor, a faithful friend and a true 
and constant every day christian. He stated to his breth- 
ren and daughter, but a short time before his death, that 
he was ready to go whenever he should be called of God. 
Praise God! his last moments were peaceful and exultant. 
The dear ones weep not as those who have no hope. In 
the sweet bye and bye father will be waiting for them. 
May each one look to their Father's God for their prepara- 
tion to meet him above. 

"Asleep in Jesus, blessed sleep, 
From which none ever wake to weep; 
A calm and undisturbed repose, 
Unbroken by the dread of foes." 

The funeral was conducted by Rev. Levi Byrd, pastor 

of the U. B. Church, in the presence of sympathizing 

friends, at the Black Oak school house. His text was 

found in Job i. 21: "The Lord gave and the Lord hath 

taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord." The 

remains were interred in the Dobbins cemetery, in hope of 

the ressurrection. 

REV. JOHN CROZIER. 

At a meeting of the congregation of the Presbyterian 
church of Remington, January 3, 1892, for the purpose of 
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expressing its sense of the loss sustained by the death of its 
pastor, the Rev. John Crozier, to bear testimony of his 
worth as a man, a christian and honored minister of the 
Gospel in the Presbyterian church, and convey to the 
bereaved family its tender, deep and affectionate christian 
sympathy in their irreparable loss, for which purpose the 
following preamble and resolutions were adopted: 

Whereas, It has pleased the Great King- and head of the 
church in his infinite wisdom, to remove by death, our beloved pas- 
tor, the Rev. John Crozier, the members of the church and congre- 
gation desire to pay a grateful tribute of respect and affection to his 
memory, to record with deep emotion the dealings of Providence 
toward us, to bear testimony to his ability and faithfulness as a 
minister of Christ, and to express our sense of deep loss the church 
has sustained in this dispensation of Providence. 

Resolved, That his many christian virtues, the fidelity of his 
public ministry, his fervent piety, his ardent zeal for the cause of 
Christ, and salvation of souls; his untiring energy and persever- 
ance, his self-sacrificing devotion to all the interests of the church, 
and his tender concern and tender solicitude for all its members. 

Resolved, That we tender to his deeply bereaved family our 
affectionate christian sympathy, and pray God will be very gracious 
to them in their deep affliction. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the 
family of the deceased, and also placed upon the records of this 
church, and that a copy be forwarded to the "Herald and Presby- 
ter," the "Interior," and the "Remington Press," with the request 
that the same be published. 



Gilboa Township, Benton County, 

AND SOME OF ITS EARLY SETTLERS. 

@ILBOA TOWNSHIP, in Benton county, Ind., 
lies immediately south and adjoining Carpenter 
township, in Jasper county. Remington is the 
trading point for the majority of the citizens of 
Gilboa township. Among the earliest settlers of Gilboa 
township, was Alfred Elmore, who located there in i860, 
having purchased a good tract of wild land which he sub- 
dued and improved. His farm, which is large and well 
improved, lies in the southeast corner of the township, and 
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is about eight miles southeast of Remington. He is a firm 
believer in christainty, and is a leading member of the 
United Brethern church organization. He with the assist- 
ance of other members of their church organization built a 
large church in which to worship, near his farm in 
the year 1 868. This church has been the scene of many 
exciting religious revivals, since its first construction, which 
occasionally continue to the present time. Mr. Elmore 
has one son, Warner, who has taken an active interest in 
this church's affairs. He is also well to do in worldly 
goods, and owns a good farm in Denton's grove. The 
name given to the church in this neighborhood is "Shiloh." 
Recently, the congregation has been somewhat divided, 
but it is to be hoped that all differences will be amicably 
settled, and without disruption. 

The very earliest settlers of Gilboa township were the 
"Denton's, Mr. Joseph Denton having settled in the 
grove which is now called "Denton's grove," in 1856, and 
in connection with his brother, John Denton, they entered 
the land that lies in and around this grove. They made their 
homes there until they were taken hence by death. This 
is a beautiful natural grove of two or three hundred acres, 
and the timber consists chiefly of hickory and walnut. 

A Mr. G., D. Wiggins also settled just west of this 
grove in 1856, and while living there he prospered finely, 
having at one time four or five hundred acres of excellent 
land. But eventually he met with misfortunes, became 
involved, and lost his lands, when he moved into the town 
of Remington. 

Mr. John Southard was an early settler of Gilboa 
township, but he also moved into Remington, in 1885, hav- 
ing bought a hotel here, which he took charge of. 

A Mr. Isaac Boyer was a still earlier settler in that 
township, having located about two miles south of Reming- 
ton, or where Remington now is, in 1852. 

A Mr. Thomas Tracey, a man who appeared to take 
the world quite easy, being backed by his father, who lived 
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in Montgomery county, Indiana, settled in Gilboa town- 
ship, in the year i860. His father, whose name was Basil 
Tracey, was quite wealthy, and he purchased about six 
hundred acres of land in this township, which he divided 
up, and gave his children good suitable farms from it. The 
old gentleman died in 1892. 

Charles G. Edwards, an estimable gentleman and also 
David Mahalan and Frank Larsh, all settled in Gilboa in 
i860. The latter was the father of Joseph A. Larsh, the 
popular druggist of Remington. The above named gentle- 
men constituted the entire population in 1862, of what is 
now Gilboa township, but prior to that time the territory 
was known as "Pine Township/' and at the time of the 
division of the territory Dr. Lamborn was the Township 
Trustee of the whole of it. From 1862 to 1868, Gilboa 
township did not settle very rapidly, but after the latter 
date, people came in more freely and settled, so that by 
about 1873, Gilboa township was nearly all settled by 
actual settlers, who were a good and useful class of citizens, 
the names of whom, as nearly as we can recall, are as fol- 
lows: J. S. Shipman, James Elmore, John Garrison, 
Benjamin Eller, Adam Fisher, David King, Vint A. King, 
John W. Parks, Thomas Parks, Henry C. Bugbee, George 
Shipman, McMurtry, Oliver P. Taber, John W. O'Connor, 
George Fisher, Jerome H. Biddle, William Eller, Andrew 
Eller, John Eller, Hugh Treanor, William Rose, Fred 
Rose, James Hogan, Thomas Wilcox, Austin Wilcox, John 
Brennan, Herbert Fuller, John Bartholomew, James Little, 
Hercules Bastian, John Woodring, Richard Thurston, Gab- 
riel Lambert, John Good, James Grennard, Adam Coover, 
Fred Steffler, Charles Bartlett, Samuel Moore, Lucas 
Garvin. 

Perhaps the wealthiest man in this township was John 
W. Parks. Mr. Parks is a bachelor, and lived with his 
brother; he was the owner of four hundred acres of excel- 
lent land all in one body, which he sold in 1892 for sixty 
dollars per acre. He also had a large stock of horses, and 
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some cattle and hogs, which he also sold in February, 
1893. He bought previously the farms of Mr. Chatum, 
Mr. Woodring, Mr. Johnson and Mr. Thurston. He took 
great pride in breeding fine horses, and in this way he 
made the most of his money. He always drove an excel- 
lent team of horses and fine carriage. He sold all his per- 
sonal property at his sale in February, 1893. 

J. S. Shipman improved his farm in 1873, and is rec- 
oned one among the best farmers in Benton county, the 
land owned by him being a part of the Basil Tracey estate. 
He formerly lived in Fowler, where he gave his children 
fine educations. He had a son, Lemuel Shipman, who is 
one of the principal school teachers of Gilboa township. 
He began teaching when only seventeen years old and has 
kept it up to the present time, having been so successful, 
that he is a land owner and householder, his farm joining 
that of his father, on the south. He has also a well to do 
son-in-law, who owns his own farm in the same locality, 
whose name is J. Kinsell. They all appear to be prosper- 
ous. 

Philip Hawn, who is now a resident of the town of 
Remington, settled in Gilboa township in 1872, having the 
farm then owned by Samuel Henricks. He remained on this 
farm for eight years, when he sold it and moved to town 
for the purpose of educating his children. He has two 
daughters, who are at present teaching schools successfully. 
His oldest son, William, is a practical engineer, and has 
been at work in the west for the past five years. 

Adam Fisher settled in Gilboa township during the 
year 1869. He bought the farm then owned by Mr. S. 
Shepard, who had then been living in Gilboa township 
since 1863. Mr. Fisher is a well to do farmer, and has 
brought up his family in habits of industry. His son, 
George Fisher, has been successful in doing for himself, 
and bas purchased a good farm upon which he is at present 
living. 

William Eller commenced in business for himself as a 
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farmer in 1871. He was prosperous from the first, and was 
very soon the owner of three hundred and sixty acres of 
good farming land, which he sold in 1892 for fifty dollars 
per acre. Andrew Eller, his brother, is also a first class 
farmer, and is well fixed and still making money. 

Mr. Daniel Hawk came into Gilboa township in the 
year 1862, and through his wife became the owner of apart 
of the Basil Tracey estate. He was a good farmer and 
his lands were situated contiguous to Denton's grove, on 
the west side. A son of his, Albert by name, was married 
in Montgomery county, but misfortune soon overtook him, 
in the way of sickness in his family, and his wife and mother 
were both buried on the same day. 

Most of the original Wiggins farm was purchased by 
David King. The Southard farm was purchased by Peter 
Noble. The Boyer farm by James Sheetz. All of these 
lands have, however, been owned by Cephas Atkinson for 
several years and until quite recently, when through misfor- 
tune they went into the hands of a Receiver for Mr. Atkin- 
son. Mr. Atkinson has his residence in Oxford, Benton 
county, Ind. Mr. Christian Hensler was at one time a 
tenant on the Wiggins farm, probably in 1864 and 1865. 
Hensler moved to Carpenter township, Jasper county, in 
1866, and Mr. Wiggins moved to Remington the same 
year. 

Gilboa township is perhaps the best farming township 
in the State of Indiana. It has no waste lands whatever 
in its borders. There are no creeks or ponds to interfere 
with agricultural pursuits. The soil is excellent for pro- 
ducing all kinds of cereals, and the farms are generally well 
tiled and well improved with necessary houses, barns and 
outhouses. The farmers are nearly all well fixed financially, 
and have plenty of stock, which they constantly keep grow- 
ing into money. The county cannot be excelled for corn 
and oats, and wheat, rye and flax does well. The town- 
ship is well supplied with good school houses, which are 
located two miles apart, there being nine in the township. 
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These houses were mostly built from 1868 to 1873. The 
township has no graded schools, but many of its citizens, 
have taken advantage of the Remington graded schools, to 
which they became attached for school purposes, others 
have sent their older children to the Valparaiso and other 
higher institutions of learning, when it was desired to 
obtain a collegiate education. Carpenter's creek and the 
Monon both head in Gilboa township. Carpenter's creek 
has its source in the southwest corner of the township and 
runs thence north, northeast, around Remington, and 
north, bearing slightly west till it finds its way into the 
Iroquois river, about three miles below Rensselaer. The 
Monon has its source in the south part of Gilboa township 
just north of Mt. Gilboa, and runs thence in a northeasterly 
direction, crossing into White county, and retains its 
general northeasterly course until it reaches the town of 
Monon, where it then bears more easterly, and finally 
empties its waters into the Tippecanoe river about five 
miles east of Monon. Pine creek also has its source in the 
south part of Gilboa township, and bears in a south- 
westerly direction, perhaps twenty or twenty-five miles, 
where it discharges its waters in the Wabash river. The 
original settlers in the south part of Gilboa township nearly 
all became wealthy, but those settling in the north part 
did not fare so well for some unknown c&use; however, 
those that are now located there are nearly all in good 
circumstances. There is at this time but little of the land 
in the hands of the original owners. 

The first church built in this township was called the 
Gilboa church, and was built in 1862. It is situated south 
of Mt. Gilboa. The first school house was built in Den- 
ton's grove in 1864. The Edwards school house was 
burned in 1871. The Trustees have been as follows: Dr. 
Lamborn, 1864; John Garrison, 1868; John McMurtry, 
two terms, 1872, 1876; H. C. Bugbee, two terms, 1880, 
1882; William McCullough, 1880, 1884; E. A. Hunt, 
present incumbent, 1888, 1894, two terms under new law. 
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THOMAS CALLAGHAN. 

>HOMAS CALLAGHAN located near Remington 
about the year 1 868, and continued to reside there 
until 1893, when he moved into the town of Rem- 
ington. He was born in Ireland, and came to 
America before the breaking out of the late civil war in the 
United states. He was a soldier during this war on the 
Union side, serving about one year in one of the Ohio 
regiments. He is an excellent citizen. We note a family 
reunion at his farm in the country, held on the 4th day of 
July, 1892, copied as follows: ''July 4th was celebrated 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Callaghan, six miles northwest 
of Remington, and will long be remembered by all present. 
It being the 48th anniversary of the wedding of Mr. and 
Mrs. Callaghan, the children planned a surprise for them, 
and as the morning sun began to shed its rays on the old 
homestead, father and mother were welcoming their chil- 
dren home once more. Before the noon hour arrived all 
were present — children, grand children, and great grand 
children, to the number of fifty-five. Each family brought 
baskets filled with the best the land affords, and good 
enough to tempt the appetite of a king. Each one remem- 
bered 'father' and 'mother' with many handsome and 
useful presents, too numerous to mention in our limited 
space. When the shadows of evening began to fall a plat- 
form was erected and dancing was indulged in until two 
o'clock in the morning. As each family wished a souvenir of 
the occasion, Mr. A. Beasley, our popular photographer, 
was called upon and a photograph of the whole group was 
taken and distributed among those present." 
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THOMAS HARRIS. 

SOME OF HIS HUNTING EXPERIENCES, ETC., AS TOLD BY 

HIMSELF. 

I WAS born in Baltimore county, Maryland, in the 
year 1842, and lived within eight miles of the city of 
Baltimore until 1855, when my father, in the hope 
of getting more land, moved to the west, and 
located in Randolph county, Indiana, where he lived until 
1857, when we came to Jasper county, arriving here March 
7, 1857. I have been a resident here ever since the latter 
date. When we came here I think fully one-third of 
the country was a slough, and the wild geese and ducks 
were there in great abundance. It was nothing unusual to 
see a ten acre tract of land completely covered with those 
fowls, and without seeming to boast I will say that I have 
killed as many as eighty-four prairie chickens, twenty-two 
wild ducks, three wild geese and two sand hill cranes in 
one day. I did not arrive here until after the best days for 
deer hunting was passed, but I have killed of these animals, 
since I came here, one hundred and twenty-five, which I 
got, and wounded many more that I did not get. Myself 
and father had excellent luck in hunting deer, being 
equally as successful as any of the older and more experi- 
enced hunters in Jasper county. My father killed the 
largest deer I ever saw, and perhaps the largest one ever 
killed in Jasper county. He weighed two hundred and 
forty-eight pounds dressed. He was a six pronged buck, 
the prongs being eighteen inches in length. We generally 
hunted on horseback. I considered myself a good shot, 
having shot several deer when my horse was running at 
full speed. Myself and father have had a great deal of 
sport in this way, if any one ever did. In the fall of 1863 
I was out on the Kankakee river with Uncle Jo Lewis, 
hunting and fishing. We used to go there quite often. 
But I mention this particular time on account of what 
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occurred when we returned home from this expedition. We 
had not had very good luck on the Kankakee, having 
killed only one deer, caught a half barrel of fish, and cap- 
tured about one hundred pounds of wild honey. One pike 
among the fish we caught weighed sixteen pounds. When 
I got home there were three strangers at our house, wait- 
ing for my return. They did not seem to be strangers at 
all, for when they saw me coming they were in the yard, 
my father having told them I was coming. They came at 
once to the wagon and shook hands with me as cordially 
as if they had known me for many years, and 
were brothers. They came out here for a hunt, and 
my father had told them when I got home we would 
get some deer. Those men could not do enough for 
me apparently. So on the next morning we hitched 
up a team, and myself and the three men got into the 
wagon, and my father got on his favorite horse, and took 
his dogs. Myself and the three men went on ahead. I 
would station them at stands, or runways which I knew the 
deer frequented, and father would drive through the brush. 
We made two stands before we got up any game. But on 
the third stand I placed the men as follows: One of them 
was a mate on a boat on the Ohio river, hailing from 
New Albany, Ind. ; I told him to stay with me, and the 
other two being father and son, I instructed to stay on the 
ridge. The mate, however, said he would go to another 
ridge, which he did. We had not been standing there very 
long before I heard the dogs barking and I told the old 
man that we were going to get a shot. He had never seen 
a wild deer in his life, but in a few minutes there rushed 
out of the brush three deers very close to the old gentle- 
man. He fired, and I thought he come nearer shooting 
me than he did the deer. I fired both shots from my 
double barreled gun, and killed two of them, then and 
there. He soon came to himself a little and the other 
deer, a fawn, which was a little behind the others, stopped 
near us. The old man took good aim with his remaining 
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shot, and killed the fawn. He was the happiest man I 
ever saw. He would not give that deer for a car load of 
deer such as I had killed. The old gentleman thought that 
was good enough. We had three deer, one apiece for the 
strangers, and we then returned home. The following 
morning the gentlemen all returned to their homes in New 
Albany, Indiana. 



Some of Remington's Business Men. 

J. O. B. MCDOUGLE 

Came to Remington from Kentucky about the year 1870, 
bringing with him about twenty thousand dollars in cash, 
with which he purchased a large stock of groceries, and he 
at once engaged in the retail grocery trade. In this venture 
Mr. McDougle made a bad failure; on account of being too 
careless about who he gave credit to. He built himself a 
fine brick residence on North Ohio street, which was at 
that time the best and most valuable residence property in 
Remington. He did not build this house, however, until 
1876, and at the time of his failure in business he sold this 
dwelling house to E. H. Briggs. He struggled along for a 
few years, and again engaged in the general merchandise 
business. He had had experience in the matter of cus- 
tomers here, and although doing a considerable amount of 
credit business since his second venture, he has continued 
in business to the present time, and has been fairly pros- 
perous, although occasonally making and losing a bad debt. 
He has built several buildings in the town. He has also 
been unfortunate in several ways, since making this place 
his home. He has lost four business houses in Remington, 
and also one in Watseka, Illinois, by fire, upon all of which 
there was no insurance. Three of those were destroyed 
here by the Ellis fire, and one by the Stitz fire. He is, 
however, at this time the owner of some very good busi- 
ness rooms, and has built himself recently a good residence. 
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When he first came to Remington, he took it for 
granted that everybody was honest. It was not long, 
however, until he found out different; but poverty perhaps 
had much to do with some of his customers* dishonesty. 
Many, however, were poor and unable to pay him, and 
a number of this class should not be deemed dishonest. 
Mr. McDougle was and is a great believer in religion, and 
took an active part in the upbuilding of all our churches. 
When he first came here there was much figuring done on 
the construction of a Christian church, known to some as 
the Campbellites, and he was perfectly willing, and always 
anxious to do his part, so he accordingly gave the society 
one hundred dollars. This was in the year 1870, and for 
several years he was a member of this church in good 
standing. But finally he changed his religious faith, and 
allied himself with the so-called Church of God. The 
Christian organization for a time allowed this new church 
organization or creed, the use of the Christian church, but 
eventfully they grew tired of having the meetings held 
there, which resulted in much bitter feeling between Mr. 
McDougle and some of the members of the Christian 
church. The trouble went so far that on a certain occa- 
sion Mr. McDougle was forcibly ejected from the church 
by Dr. Samuel C. Maxwell, and from this time forward 
the doors of this church were barred against Mr. Mc- 
Dougle, and those of his class and religious creed. Mr. 
McDougle then organized a class here composed of persons 
of his religious faith, but they were without a house for 
public worship, and for the lack of such place of public 
worship some of these persons made their homes with other 
churches in the town. All the leading members of the 
Christian church have since totally discarded and ignored 
Mr. McDougle on the questions of religious faith. He has, 
however, had several strong adherents who have strictly 
clung to his views, and have conscientiously sympathized 
with him in his tribulations; among them being Mr. Henry 
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M. Babb, better known as "Father Babb," and also Rev. 
A. Oppy. 

UNCLE JOHN HARMON AND FAMILY. 

Uncle John Harmon as he is known, settled with his 
family, one and a half miles south of Remington in 1865, 
just after the close of the late war. Himself and sons held 
possession of this farm until the year 1886, when they sold 
it to Mr. Hezekiah Root, when they moved into John Lam- 
born's house in the north part of Remington, where they 
remained for a short time as renters, and whilst they were 
living there their youngest son engaged in the draying busi- 
ness, which he continued* for several years; finally he sold 
his dray and team to Chas. H. Peck; and about this time 
they bought the Michael Kite house on South Ohio and 
First South street, and went into the hotel business and 
keeping boarders. They made some money in this busi- 
ness and have made some additional and valuable improve- 
• ments to their property. Their children are all long since 
grown to full legal age and married, excepting their young- 
est daughter, who remains with her father and mother, and 
assists them in their boarding house affairs, she being the 
main stay. Most of the children were educated in the 
Remington schools, and were school mates with the 
writer. Mr. Harmon has experienced the frosts of 
many winters, being probably eighty years old, and 
Father Time's inroads are beginning to show on him 
His first arrival in our town was in 1864, prior to his 
farming experience; his oldest son, Theopholas Harmon, 
came home from the army during this year. He was in 
very ill health, the result of chronic diarrhoea, when he 
returned home, and it was thought he would not survive 
for some time afterward, but he finally recovered. He 
was after that elected to the office of Sheriff of Benton 
county in 1886, and served four years. After vacating his 
office he lived near Lafayette for some three or four years, 
after which he removed to Dakota, where he resides at the 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 




JACOB S. BARNES. 



(See page 244.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



JASPER COUNTY, INDIANA. 209 

present time. He is the oldest son of Uncle John Harmon. 
His second son, Chris Harmon, was at one time a guard 
at the Michigan City prison; he was married to a widow, 
Mrs. Coombs, and lived in Remington for a few years, 
when he removed with his family to Sheldon, Illinois. 
The oldest daughter, Josephine, married Mr. Charles F. 
Fisher, and became the mother of several boys, but she 
died several years ago, and Mr. Fisher took upon himself 
the responsibility of raising the boys, which he did well. 
Jerome Harmon, the youngest boy, worked for J. F. Ellis 
in his saloon after selling his dray; he was always in for 
fun. He finally married, and was living upstairs in the 
Ochs building when it was destroyed by fire, and most of 
his furniture was destroyed at the same time; this occured 
Octobar 28, 1888; but soon after this he moved to Rens- 
selaer, Indiana, and was a bar tender there for several 
years. He is yet living in Rensselaer, or its vicinity. 

WILLIAM BARNES 

Moved into Remington in 1886, and built a good residence 
on the corner of Maine and North Line streets in 1889. 
His business is hay pressing, and also farming in a small 
way. 

WILLIAM HOLLAND 

Became a citizen of Remington in the year 1879; he was a 
yong man, and a laborer; he worked for some time on the 
railway section here, and finally became a section foreman, 
which position he held for two or three years, after which 
he became the foreman at the Remington sand pit, and 
remained there as long as the pit was worked. He is at 
the present time the nighf watchman for Remington. 

F. B. GOODSPEED 

Is mentioned here, because of the great interest he took in 
the management and breeding of fine horses. He bought 
the farm known as the "Gilson" farm, in the southeast 
corner of Carpenter township, and was a citizen here for 
14 
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about fifteen years, when he sold out and moved away 
during the year of 1891. 

JOHN LAMBORN, 

One of our leading farmers, is the fourth child of Thomas 
Lamborn, deceased. He has been a school teacher, and 
is the present owner of the old homestead, having now 
three hundred and sixty acres of land. He also owns some 
good town property and resides in town; he is, however, 
engaged in farming and stock raising, and is making 
money rapidly. He takes an especial interest in the 1 welfare 
of Remington and the surrounding country, and he is the 
present Township Assessor. 

DANIEL C. VIERS 

Located just southeast of and adjoining Remington in 
1864, and improved the farm now owned and occupied by 
John R. Wilson. Mr. Viers was an excellent citizen and 
one of the leaders of the Methodist Episcopal church. He 
sold out his interests here in the year 1 876, and re-located 
in the State of Illinois. 

BERNEY GRAHAM 

Located with his mother in Carpenter township in 1 884, 
having bought what is known as the Riley farm, which 
had been improved by Capt. Charles F. Fisher, in the 
early seventies. Mr. Graham and his mother moved into 
Remington in the year 1893, when he and Mr. Shell 
engaged in the occupation of wood and coal dealers, and 
also the milling and feed business. They have continued 
in this business as partners to the present time. 

HUGH ROBERTS 

Came to this locality during the seventies, and bought a 
farm adjoining Remington on the east. There had been 
some improvements made on this place by Elder Webster 
in 1866, and later still further improvements were made 
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on it by Mr. Adam Fisher. Mr. Roberts is a good farmer, 
and stock grower, and he is also an excellent law-abiding 
and useful citizen. 

ROYAL S. TUTTLE 

Located in Remington during the year of 1876, and built 
for himself a residence on out-lot No. five (5), at the east 
end of Minnesota street. He was a contractor and capen- 
ter, and has done a great deal of work in his line in Rem- 
ington and the surrounding country during his stay here. 
He built four different houses for himself in Remington, all 
of which he sold. He buried his wife in the year 1891, but 
still remained in Remington until during the year 1893, 
when he removed from this place and re-located in the 
State of New York. He has two sons, Arthur and Milo, 
still living here. 

JOHN J. PORTER 

Located on a farm northwest of Remington about six miles, 
in 1875. His business was, and is at present, handling 
cattle, horses and hogs; he also farmed until 1888, when he 
bought-the property from J. B. Sheaffer in Remington, being 
lots 1, 2, 3 and 4, in Sheaffer's addition to Remington; he 
then rented his farm and moved into town, and has since been 
engaged in the stock business, as a buyer and shipper. He 
has an excellent residence property and fine large barn, 
in Remington. He is an Englishman by birth; is an 
enterprising citizen, up to business in the stock shipping 
line and useful in the community. 

A. L. SIMMONDS 

Came to Remington and located here in 1888, and started 
in the draying business in 1889. He bought the west half 
of the old Henry C. Lrpprant farm in the year 1888. This 
farm is now owned by James Clowry. Mr. Simmond's 
started the first milk wagon that was ever run in Reming- 
ton. He was not, however, prosperous in any of his ven- 
tures while he was here. His father-in-law, Mr. Smith, in 
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1889 lived just out side the west corporation line of Rem^ 
ington, and while standing under a small fruit tree in the 
summer season of that year, when a light rain was threat- 
ening, he was struck by lightning and instantly killed. Mr. 
Simmonds also built the first gravel road (so-called) in Rem- 
ington, on Ohio street. He, in company with his family 
and brother-in-law, Al Smith, removed from Remington in 
1892, and located near Kokomo, Indiana. 

s. H. KUSTER 

Came to Remington on the 19th day of March, 1872. He 
was also a carpenter, and built himself a house on land he 
had bought just west of town, and moved his family into it 
in the April following. He engaged in shipping hogs in 
1882, and in 1883 he handled and shipped poultry. But 
in the year 1884, he engaged again at his trade as a carpen- 
ter, and continued at this trade until 1891, when he started 
a milk wagon, and in this venture he has been to some 
extent successful. He received a fair pension (having been 
a soldier during the late rebellion) in 1892, and he at once 
invested this money in a feed and flour and meal store, on 
the corner of First South and Ohio streets, and employed 
a Mr. Crouch as his assistant and clerk. Mr. Kuster owns 
ten acres of good land near town, upon which he lives, and 
in connection with his dairy business he is at present en- 
gaged in the flour and feed business, as well as wood and 
coal, with Mr. Bert Spencer as his partner. 

RILEY CLARK 

Came to this country in 188 1, and settled in Carpenter 
township in 1 890. He is a successful farmer, and is at 
present in prosperous circumstances. He has eight brothers, 
most of whom live near here. David Clark, who once 
lived in Remington, married a Miss Westfall. He is now 
living in Benton county, and has been successful. Barney 
Clark, another brother, lives in Goodland, and has been 
quite successful as a land agent. He has since 1891 sold 
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a great many farms in the vicinity of Goodland and Rem- 
ington, for which he, with his partner, received as their 
commission one dollar per acre. 

HON. GEORGE MAJOR 

Came to the vicinity of Remington in the year 1864. He 
was born in Hamilton county, Ohio, from whence he moved 
to Clinton county, Indiana, in an early day, where he 
remained until he located on a farm about one mile north- 
west of Remington in 1864. He was elected County Com- 
missioner of jasper county, in 1866, and served three 
years. He sold his farm in Jasper county in 1878, and 
bought another of four hundred and ten acres in Benton 
county, three miles southwest of Remington, at once. He 
was elected State Senator from this Sienatorial District in 
1874, and re-elected in 1878 serving in that capacity for 
eight years. The Senatorial District is composed of the 
counties of Jasper, Benton and Newton. He was also 
appointed as a member of the Board of Prison Directors, 
for the Northern Penitentiary at Michigan City in 1883, 
and served as such until about the year 1891. He was 
president of the board for several years. Hon. George 
Major, is what may be termed politically a conservative 
Democrat, at the same time he is a staunch Greenbacker, 
and firmly in faver of the Free Coinage of Silver. He is 
at present the editor and proprietor of the * ' Remington 
Press,' ' a neutral paper in politics. 

j. CROWDEN 

Built the first house south of the Galbraith farm, in the 
summer of 1865. This is about two miles south of Rem- 
ington, and of course at that time it was way out on the 
open prairie, and stood there alone comparatively for 
several years. Finally a Mr. Harmon built near there, and 
he was soon followed by a Mr. James Elmore, who also 
built and otherwise improved, in 1869, what is now known 
as the Biddle farm. Jerome H. Biddle came to Gilboa 
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township in 1870, and the farm of James Elmore in 1873. 
Mr. Biddle built a large barn in 1885, and in 1888 he built 
what is considered the finest farm residence * in Benton 
county. This house cost big money. It is situated on the 
gravel road about three or four miles south of Remington. 

JAMES SHEETZ 

Moved to Carpenter township in 1881. He was prin- 
cipally brought up in Gilboa township, and was in good 
circumstances when he came here. He sold his farm here 
to Mr. Galbraith in 1891, and moved to West Lafayette* 
Indiana. He was a great stock grower and dealer, and in 
this pursuit made most of his money. His farm comprised 
three hundred and sixty acres, and he sold it for $65.00 
per acre. He was a good citizen and our people were very 
loth to have him leave this community. 




FURNITURE AND UNDERTAKING. 

I HE furniture business was first commenced in 
Remington by Mr. Cornelius Donnelley, during 
the year 1869. His store was located on the 
north side of the railway, in one of the buildings 
that were destroyed by the so-called Ellis fire. Mr. Don- 
nelley sold out to Mr. George F. Bloom, who continued in 
this business until the spring of 1891, when he in turn sold 
out to John F. and George Major, who have continued in 
the furniture business, as well as the undertaking business, 
from that date until the present time. Mr. John K. Stoudt 
had previously to this time attended to the undertaking 
business for Remington, but at the time Messrs. Major's 
went into the business, having purchased a new and valu- 
able hearse, and a select stock of undertaker's goods, Mr. 
Stoudt went out of the business. During the year of 1 876, 
Mr. Robert W. Lecklider also engaged in the furniture 
business, but he being badly crippled up with rheumatism, 
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and partial paralysis, he was unable to properly attend to 
the business, and was therefore compelled to close out his 
stock of goods, which he did at a considerable sacrifice. . 



DIFFERENT LINES OF BUSINESS. 

HMONG the hardware men of Remington, we be- 
lieve that they have met with better success than 
those persons engaged in any other line. As a 
rule they have remained in the business longer 
than others. Whether this fact was due to the business 
alone or the men engaged it is difficult to say. The dry 
goods men, or at least many of them, have been unsuccess- 
ful in their line of business, some of them going to the wall 
completely, whilst others have made partial failures. Some 
of them, however, have got a head a little, and made some 
money; but none have become wealthy in this line. 

The grocery men also of our town have uniformly been 
unsuccessful to a certain degree. The only men who ever 
remained through were men of large means, and able to 
stand severe losses. We can, however, mention men en- 
gaged in this particular line, but that fell behind financially, 
rather than advanced. The dealers in liquors here, and 
they have been quite numerous, have also all lost money, 
except perhaps those who are at present engaged in this 
traffic here. Tljey all seem to be making money. There 
are at present three saloons in Remington, and are owned 
by James F. Ellis, Daniel O'Connor and George Eck. 



School Trustees of Remington, Ind. 

FROM 187O TO 1894 INCLUSIVE. 

The following is the official list of School Trustees for 
the town of Remington, from the year 1870 to the year 
1894, inclusive, there being no official record in existence 
of the former School Trustees, viz: 
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Samuel C. Maxwell . . 1870-71 

Elias Watts 1870-71 

George A. Burkett. . 1870-71 
Samuel C. Maxwell. . 1871-72 

George B. Clark 1872-72 

William Railsback. . . 1871-72 
Samuel C. Maxwell. . 1872-78 

George B. Clark 1872-78 

William Railsback . . . 1872-78 

David Nelson 1878-74 

David H. Patton . . . 1878-74 
Geo. B. Chappell. . . .1878-74 

David Nelson 1874-75 

David H. Patton 1874-75 

George B. Chappell. . 1874-75 

David Nelson 1875-76 

David H. Patton. . . .1875-76 
Geo. B. Chappell. . . . 1875-76 

David Nelson 1876-77 

O. B. Mclntire 1876-77 

Charles Hathaway . . . 1876-77 

David Nelson 1877-78 

O. B. Mclntire 1877-78 

David Nelson 1878-79 

O. B. Mclntire 1878-79 

Felix R. Donnelley. .1878-79 

David Nelson 1879-80 

O. B. Mclntire 1879-80 

Harper W. Synder. . . 1879-80 

Adam Coover 1880-81 

O. B. Mclntire 1880-81 

Harper W. Snyder. . .1880-81 

Adam Coover 1881-82 

O. B. Mclntire 1881-82 



Harper W. Snyder. . . 1881-82 

O. B. Mclntire 1882-88 

George F. Bloom 1882-88 

O. B. Mclntire 1888-84 

George F. Bloom 1888-84 

O. B. Mclntire 1884-85 

George F. Bloom 1884-85 

O. B. Mclntire 1885-86 

,Wm, H. Coover 1885-86 

George F. Bloom 1885-86 

Wm. H. Coover 1886-87 

O. B. Mclntire 1886-87 

E. A. Bartoo 1886-87 

Wm. H. Coover 1887-88 

O. B. Mclntire 1887-88 

E. A. Bartoo 1887-88 

Wm. H. Coover 1888-89 

O. B. Mclntire 1888-89 

E. A. Bartoo 1888-89 

Wm. H. Coover 1889-90 

O. B. Mclntire 1889-90 

E. A. Bartoo 1889-90 

Wm. H. Coover 1890-91 

George E. Vincent . . 1890-91 
William Townsend. . 1890-91 

Wm. H. Coover 1891-92 

George E. Vincent. . 1891-92 
William Townsend .. 1891-92 

J. E. Stiller ...1892-98 

George E. Vincent .. 1892-98 

C. E. Harlacker 1892 

J. E. Stiller 1898-94 

O. M. Vickery 1898 

Wm. Townsend 1898-94 



The following is a list of all the teachers who have 
been employed in the public schools of Remington, since its 
organization, during the year 1861, viz: 

G. W. Hascall 1861-62 Felix R. Donnelly . . . 1868-64 

James Welch 1862-68 Geo. W. Hascall 1864-65 
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James Welch 1865-66 

Addie Hulburt 1866-67 

Addie Hulburt 1867-68 

John Fisher 1868-69 

Maggie Bolles 1869-70 

Clara Williams 1869-70 

Maggie Bolles 1870-71 

Clara Williams 1870-71 

Maggie Bolles 1871-72 

Mary F. Blood 1871-72 

Mary F. Blood select 1872 
James H. Snoddy . . 1872-78 

Mary F. Blood 1872-78 

James H. Snoddy. . . 1878-74 

Juliette Nelson 1878-74 

Samuel J. Snoddy. . . 1874-75 

Mary F. Blood 1874-75 

Juliette Nelson 1875-76 

Maggie Bolles 1875-76 

Mary F. Blood 1875-76 

Agnes Nelson 1875-76 

Maggie Bolles 1876-77 

Mary F. Blood 1876-77 

V. R. Neeze 1876-77 

Annie Peed select . . . 1877 

D. L. Lefever 1876-77 

Orin Phelps 1876-77 

Maggie P. Bolles. . . . 1876-77 

Agnes Nelson 1876-77 

M. P. Bolles 1877-78 

Addie A. Stearns 1877-78 

Agnes Wilson 1877-78 

Mary F. Blood 1877-78 

Mary F. Blood, ex. tm.1878 
Addie A. Stearns " 1878 
Agnes Nelson " " 1878 
Mary F. Blood " " 1878 

Mary F. Blood 1878-79 

Agnes Nelson 1878-79 

Addie A. Stearns 1878-79 



Mary P. Bolles 1878-79 

Mary P. Bolles,ex.tm. . 1879 
Addie A. Steams, " 1879 
Agnes Nelson " " 1879 
Mary F, Blood, " " 1879 

Agnes Nelson 1879-80 

Addie A. Stearns. . . . 1879-80 

Mary F. Blood 1879-80 

Minnie Bartoo 1879-80 

Agnes Nelson 1880-81 

Addie A. Stearns 1880-81 

Mary F. Blood 1880-81 

Addie A. Stearns 1881-82 

Mary P. Bolles 1881-82 

Agnes Nelson 1881-82 

Mary Blood 1881-82 

Agnes Nelson 1882-88 

Mary F. Blood 1882-88 

Addie A. Stearns 1882-88 

Carrie Irwin 1882-88 

Mary P. Bolles 1882-88 

Lizzie J. Phelps 1888-84 

Charles Fagan 1888-84 

Agnes Nelson 1888-84 

Carrie Irwin 1888-84 

Mary F. Blood 1888-84 

Agnes Nelson 1884-85 

A. B. Switzer 1884-85 

Carrie Irwin 1884-85 

Minnie Bartoo 1884-85 

Clara A. Brown 1884-85 

Carrie Irwin 1885-86 

Ollie Henricks 1885-86 

L. N. Fouts 1885-86 

Minnie Bartoo 1885-86 

Jacob W. Thomas. . . 1885-86 

Ollie Henricks 1886-87 

Leon N. Fouts, Prin. 1886-87 
Jacob W. Thomas. . . 1886-87 
Carrie Irwin 1886-87 
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Minnie Bartoo 1886-87 

J. C. Dickerson, Prin. 1887-88 

Minnie Bartoo 1887-88 

Carrie Irwin 1887-88 

Ollie Henricks 1887-88 

H. N. Alexander.... 1887 
Ella D. Culbertson.. .1888 
J. C. Dickerson, Prin. 1888-89 

Stella Griffin 1888-88 

Minnie Bartoo 1888-89 

Ollie Henricks 1888-89 

Jacob W. Thomas. . .1888-89 
J. C. Dickerson, Prin. 1889-90 

J. N. Spangler 1889-90 

Jacob W, Thomas. . . 1889-90 

Stella Griffin 1889-90 

Ollie Henricks 1889-90 

Minnie A. Bartoo 1889-90 

J. C. Dickerson, Prin. 1890-91 

Mary A. Johnson 1890-91 

Ollie Henricks 1890-91 

Grace Nichols 1890-91 



Minnie Bartoo 1890-91 

Jacob W. Thomas. . . 1890-91 
J. C. Dickerson, Prin, 1891-92 

A. Z. Horning 1891-92 

M. A. ' Bartoo 189192- 

Ollie Henricks 1891-92 

Jacob D. Rich 1891 

Mary A. Johnson 1891-92 

Orpha Timmans 1892 

W. R. Murphy 1892-98 

A. H. Beldon, Prin.. . 1892-98 

Ollie Henricks 1892-98 

Orpha Timmons 1892-98 

Minnie Bartoo 1892-98 

Anna L. Derschell. . .1892-98 
W. R. Murphy, Prin.,1898-94 
Robert W. Vanatta. . 1898-94 

Orpha Timmons 1898-94 

Annie L. Derschell .. 1898-94 

Ollie Henricks 1898-94 

Minnie Bartoo 1898-94 



This brings the record of teachers for the Remington 
schools down to the present date. The foregoing is only 
the list of teachers in the public schools; no attention hav- 
ing been paid to private or subscription schools which may 
have been taught. In behalf of the Remington public 
schools we desire to state here that the School Trustees 
have invariably been exceedingly fortunate in securing first 
class teachers for all the various departments, and as a 
result, we now have, as every one will freely acknowledge, 
as fine a graded public school as can be found in any town 
of the State of Indiana or any other State in the Union, of 
a similar population in numbers, as has the town of Rem- 
ington, Indiana. 



Digitized by 



Google 



JASPER COUNTY, INDIANA. 219 

Remington Gas, Oil and Coal Co. 

HBOJJT the 1st of June, 1887, the citizens of Rem- 
ington and the country surrounding, became im- 
pressed with the idea that gas in paying quantities 
was underlying the town, and accordingly a sub- 
scription was raised for the purpose of prospecting for 
either gas, oil or coal. On the first subscription was raised 
one thousand dollars, mainly through the energetic efforts 
of Oliver B. Mclntire, at that time one of the bankers of 
Remington. With this amount of money secured, a com- 
pany was organized, which was known as the "Remington 
Gas, Oil and Coal Co.," and this company at once made a 
contract with some experienced gas well diggers, from the 
gas belt of Indiana, in which these men undertook to bore 
one thousand feet for the one thousand dollars. This one 
thousand feet was duly bored without success, and the peo- 
ple and company being not satisfied with the result so far 
attained, arrangements were at once made for boring two 
or three hundred feet further; and this having been accom- 
plished and no gas, oil or coal having been discovered, the 
company became discouraged and ordered the works to be 
stopped at a depth of a little more than twelve hundred 
feet. The company spent in this enterprise, all told, about 
sixteen hundred dollars. They succeeded in getting an 
excellent well of water. The well was bored near the 
north end of Ohio street, on the east side, on property then 
owned by the Bruell heirs. The property on which this 
well was bored was afterward sold to I. D. Lucky, who 
built a residence on it, and now occupies it. The parties 
boring this well were John Foresay, J. Pollock and Wm. 
Bishop. 
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Remington's New Graded School Building. 

IN 1889 and previous years, our people had become 
much wrought up over the necessity of a new school 
building. The other two frame structures were very 
old and very much dilapidated, and were not suit- 
able at all for the purposes of holding school therein. But 
the great and paramount question was, how to raise the 
necessary funds with which to erect a suitable building for 
the tpwn and surrounding country patrons. A subscription 
was finally started, and several hundred dollars were raised 
in this way. It was further settled through the Town 
Trustees and the School Trustees of the town, that Rem- 
ington should issue her bonds and sell the same, which in 
addition to the subscriptions it was thought would be suf- 
ficient to complete the structure. After the money matters 
were made secure, the School Trustees at once advertised 
for bids for the construction of the building under certain 
plans and specifications which had been selected. Upon 
the opening of these bids it was found that Messrs. Smith, 
Landon & Co. , of Kokomo, Indiana, had made the lowest 
responsible bid. The School Trustees of our town at this 
time were Messrs. William H. Coover, William Townsend 
and E. A. Bartoo, and they at once contracted with Messrs* 
Smith, Landon & Co. , constractors, to erect said building, 
the contract price being eleven thousand and five hundred 
dollars. This contract was entered into in the spring of 
the year 1889, and it was agreed in the contract that the 
building should be fully completed on or before the 1st day 
of September, of that year. 

The building is 70x50 feet, with basement for furnace, 
etc. , two stories on top of basement, and bell tower on top. 
There are four large school rooms on each floor, besides a 
private room for the principal, making nine rooms in all, 
and two general hall ways extending through the center of 
the entire building; and other lesser hall ways extending 



Digitized by 



Google 



JASPER COUNTY, INDIANA. 221 

between the various rooms. Smith, Landon & Co., sub- 
contracted the stone work to one Isaac Smith, of Kokomo, 
Indiana, who employed about eight men to assist him in 
this work. They were troubled considerable by severe 
rain storms, but had their work completed by the 1 5th day 
of April. They also sub-contracted the brick work to one 
S. W. McMullen, who put his force of men to work on the 
building about the 10th day of May, and had his work com- 
pleted about the first of August. They also sub-contracted 
the carpenter work to William R. Love & Son, of Rem- 
ington, who have been well known here for the past twenty- 
seven years, and are excellent mechanics. Mr. Love & 
Son employed about four additional good carpenters, and 
were enabled thus to have their work done in good season. 
Mr. McMullen, the brick sub-contractor, employed seven 
excellent brick masons, who had as tenders J. W. Thomas, 
Joseph Turner, Jacob Ackermann, Thomas Harris, Elias 
Johnson and J. H. Royalty, all of whom resided in Rem- 
ington. Messrs. Smith, Landon & Co., also sub-con- 
tracted the plastering of this school building to Messrs. 
McGrady & Walker, who employed three men as assistants, 
being all the force they required or had. The sub-contract 
for painting was let to Edward Railsback and George . 
Stoudt, who did their entire work without having any help. 
All of the above men performed their various duties on 
time, and in accordance with their respective contracts, 
and the school house was ready for occupancy at the usual 
time for our school to commence, which was about Septem- 
ber 15th, 1889. 

This school house is located at the east side of Rem- 
ington, and is just north of Railway on land purchased for 
the purpose of Moses French, at a cost of four hundred and 
twenty dollars, just outside the corporation line at the 
time, but has since been taken into the corporate limits of 
Remington in 1890, being the last addition made to the 
town of Remington. There are nearly three acres of this 
plat, and it is beautifully situated near the east end of 
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Michigan street, in the south edge of ChappelFs grove, and 
on the west bank of Carpenter's creek. The old school 
grounds had been donated to the town of Remington by 
Jesse H. Fordyce, to be held by said town, or the School 
Trustees thereof, so long as it was used for school purposes, 
and if it ceased to be used for such purposes it should revert 
to Mr. Fordyce, the donor, which occurred when the new 
school property was bought and built on, and Mr. Fordyce 
sold the old grounds in 1890. 



THE POULTRY BUSINESS. 

QR. A. M. TRAUGH was the first man to engage 
in handling poultry in the town of Remington. 
He commenced in this enterprise during the 
year 1868, and has continued in the business to 
the present time — 1894. He has prospered fairly well in 
this line of business, and has had for a portion of the 
time (from 1872 to 1880) his son, Wellington A. Traugh, 
as a partner; since the latter date, however, he has been 
alone. Wellington A. Traugh first visited Remington in 
1862, but did not locate here as one of our citizens until in 
1872. He engaged in the drug business in 1882. In 1883, 
John A. Allman also engaged in the poultry business, and 
handled a great amount of it, but he apparently did not 
succeed in making any money out of this business, and in 
1886 he sold out and went to Rensselaer, Indiana, where 
he engaged in the restaurant business. He remained there 
about one year when he sold out and again came to Rem- 
ington in 1889, where he engaged in the grocery business 
for a while, selling out soon to Jacob Ochs, who only con- 
tinued in the grocery business a few months, when he was 
forced to suspend business. 

William McCabe became a citizen of this place in 
1888, and engaged in the poultry business in 1889, doing 
business for Patton Bros. , of Goodland. He quit and was 
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succeeded by James W. Nolan in 1891. Mr. Nolan worked 
for the firm nearly one year when he was succeeded by Ed 
Monagle, oi Goodland, in ig92, and Mr. Monagle has con- 
tinued to do business here for them, the Patton Bros., to 
the present time, 1 894. 




GROCERY BUSINESS. 

>HE grocery business has probably always been the 
largest business in the mercantile line ever done in 
the town of Remington. The first man to engage in 
this line at this place, which was known at this 
time as Carpenter's Station, was George B. Clark, in i860. 
His place of business was located at the corner of First 
North and Main, or Range Line streets. He conducted 
this store about two years only. In the fall of the year of 
i860, on Thanksgiving Day, Mr. George B. Chappell arrived 
in our new town, and at once commenced the erection of a 
store building 20x50 feet, for the purpose of occupying it as 
a general store house. He came here in the interests of 
Mr. William Bolles, of Delphi. By the first day of January, 
1 861, this building was ready to receive a stock of goods, 
which was at once opened out, being a general assortment 
of goods, including, of course, groceries. Mr. Chappell and 
Mr. William H. Shaw were the business managers of this 
concern, and they soon commanded a very large patronage, 
considering the newness of the country, which they enjoyed 
for several years. After a few years, Mr. William Draper 
came on here and took the place of Mr. Shaw in this store, 
and Mr, William Coover took the position of Mr. Chappell. 
They continued in this business until 1874, when the build- 
ing and its contents were destroyed by fire; the building in 
the meantime had been enlarged by the building ot a sub- 
stantial and commodious addition to the original structure. 
Benjamin Burns and Joseph Jordan, as the firm of 
Burns & Jordan, engaged in the grocery business at this 
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place in the year 1862. At that time this firm built a 
small house on the Corner of Ohio and Railway street, 
where Messrs. Allman and Sheetz are at present engaged 
in the hardware business. This building was probably only 
20x40 feet in dimensions. This firm however, did not 
remain long in business, and it was superseded by the firm 
of Lockwood Brothers during 1863. This latter firm of 
Lockwood Brothers sold out their interests to N. W. 
Rawling, in 1 866, and he in turn sold his interests to Felix 
R. Donnelley in 1868. Mr. Donnelley was succeeded by Mr. 
James T. McKim in 1 869, and when Mr. McKim became 
the owner of this store he also became the owner of the 
ground upon which the building was located, and he at once 
removed the old building and built the stone structure that 
still remains on the ground. Soon after this, this corner 
was purchased by Ephraim Anglemier, who also bought 
some additional ground immediately adjoining this property 
on the east, upon which he at once built the brick two 
story building thereon situated, and also the brick second 
story on the stone one story building on the corner. This 
improvement was made in the year 1872. Mr. Anglemier, 
however, did not engage in any mercantile pursuit; he 
simply had control of the real estate and building, which he 
leased to N. W. Rawlings, who placed therein a stock of 
dry goods and groceries. This was the first brick store 
building erected in the town of Remington. Mr. Rawlings 
finally failed in business, and Mr. McKim moved from 
Remington to a suburb of Indianapolis. 

Mr. William Hopkins built a store room here in 1863, 
and engaged in the grocery trade for one or two years; he 
was succeeded by the Jordan Brothers, John and George, 
who started with a fair stock of groceries; but in this under- 
taking they were not successful, and only remained in busi- 
ness a few years, when they sold and were succeded by 
Elias Watts, in 1869. Mr. Watts was an excellent citizen, 
and he was prosperous in his business affairs here. Mr. 
Watts was a son-in-law of William Irwin, formerly Trustee 
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of Carpenter township. Mr. Watts sold out his store to 
Mr. J. H. Peck in 1872. Mr. Peck continued the business 
until the year 1878, when he sold out to Mr. J. O. B. Mc- 
Dougle, this being Mr. McDougle's second venture in the 
mercantile line in Remington. Mr. McDougle continued 
in business on the corner until he built where he is at 
present located on North Railway street, having, however, 
been burned out once on the site where he is at present. 
Mr. McDougle appears to be doing a good business, as he 
certainly deserves to do. The corner building fell into the 
hands of Alfred Thompson, of Rensselaer, Ind., and it was 
finally destroyed by fire in the year 1888. 

There was a large two story frame building built in 
1867 by George B. Clark as carpenter, on the south side of 
4he railway, and this building was owned by, and known as 
the Morgan building, or property. Messrs. George B. 
Clark and George W. Hascall formed a partnership and 
engaged in the grocery business in this building, and contin- 
ued in it for about two years, when this partnership was 
dissolved, and the room leased to Messsrs. Dr. Maxwell 
and Chambers, who placed a stock of drugs, etc., in it, 
and continued therein in this line for several years. This 
building was destroyed by fire in 1884. 

In 1869 the firm of Hathaway Bros, came to Rem- 
ington and bought the building and lot on the corner of 
South Railway and Ohio streets, from J. B. Sheaffer, who 
had previously occupied it as a carpenter shop. This 
firm also purchased a lot east of and immediately adjoining 
this property, upon which they erected a large two story 
building, covering both lots; the lower part of this building 
was all thrown into one double room, which the firm used 
as a store room for both groceries and dry goods. They 
continued in business for several years here, when finally 
one of the brothers died and the» other then disposed of his 
property here and removed to other parts. 

Mr. A. Arpin was at one time engaged in the grocery 
trade here, which he conducted in the same room with his 

15 



Digitized by 



Google 



226 REMINGTON AND VICINITY. 

saloon business on the south side of railway street, and 
fronting on Ohio street. Mr. Arpin. failed here in a short 
time, and removed to one of the northwestern States. 

A Frenchman by the name of Eugene Cadier engaged 
in the grocery trade about the year 1882, in Remington, 
occuping one of the rooms in the Hathaway builing, the 
lower room having been divided into two rooms by a parti- 
tion. He remained there a year or two, and then moved 
to the north side, occupying the stone and brick building 
known as Anglemier's building. He remained there how- 
ever but a short time, when he disposed of his goods and 
removed from Remington. 

On the first day of May, 1873, James E. Stiller loca- 
ted in Remington and opened up a good stock of groceries 
and dry goods in the old hardware stand of Messrs. Allman 
& Co. Soon afterward he formed a partnership with Mr. 
Henry C. Goldsberry, who was also engaged in the same 
business. A Mr. Bowsher also about this time became a 
member of this firm, which was then known as Goldsberry, 
Stiller & Bowsher. The firm, however, did not remain intact 
long, when Messrs. Stiller & Bowsher moved their goods 
to a suburb of the City of Chicago, Mr. Goldsberry in the 
mean time remaining in business here; Mr. Bowsher soon 
died and Mr. Stiller returned to Remington and engaged 
in the business again, taking the place of Mr. Goldsberry. 
Mr. Goldsberry now sold his stock to John A. Allman. 
Through the pressure of hard times and his inabiiity to 
make collections, Mr. Stiller was forced to make an assign- 
ment in the early part of 1893, but he is again engaged in 
business in a small way. After selling out to Allman, 
Goldsberry moved to the town of Wolcott, White county, 
Indiana, where he engaged in a general mercantile busi- 
ness with Mr. Richard F. Griffing. Mr. John Allman 
moved his stock of groceries to the south side of Railway 
street, which had been previously occupied by Messrs. 
Babb & Co. for a grocery store for perhaps two years. 
George W. Cheek, a former resident of Remington, but 
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now of Red Key, Indiana, bought the stock of goods from 
Messrs. Babb & Co. Mr. Cheek came to Remington in 
1869, and was a carpenter by trade, at which he worked 
here for several years, and had saved some money, when 
he bought this stock of goods. He also traded some resi- 
dence property for the building and real estate upon which 
it stood, in which the store was located. He built an ad- 
dition to his store room in 1888, and associated with hftn- 
self as a partner in the grocery business Mr. George W. 
Reigle. Soon after this he traded this real estate to 
Messrs. Morehead & Emery, for a store property in Red 
Rey, Indiana, and removed his stock of goods, or rather 
his interest in it, to that place in the fall of 1870. He was 
succeeded here by John Allman, and Mr. Allman by Jacob 
Ochs. Allman finally removed to Wolcott, Indiana, and 
engaged in the general merchandise trade. George W. 
Reigle again launched into the grocery business on the 
north side of Railway street, in a property he had pur- 
chased of Mr. R. Parker, and is at present engaged in that 
line of business, in his own property. 




BLACKSMITHS. 

>HE first blacksmith shop for Remington was estab- 
lished in i860, by one Michael Kite. Mr. Samson 
Erwin also established a shop here in 1863, and 
sold it out to George F. Shaull, in 1864 or 1865. 
Mr. Shaull was our principal blacksmith for several years, 
and has lived in or near Remington ever since he first 
located here. He was constable of Carpenter township for 
some time and he was also the marshal of Remington for 
one year, having been elected in 1875. He finally moved 
onto a farm, and is at present living on a farm about two 
and one-half miles east of Remington. 

Mr. John Fisher engaged in blacksmithing here in 
1868, but he only remained about two years. The Bow- 
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man Brothers established a blacksmith shop here in 1870. 
This firm was composed of Ezra and Samuel Bowman. 
They were both excellent mechanics; but Samuel quit the 
blacksmith trade a few years ago, and engaged in the 
manufacture of tile. Ezra Bowman has remained at his 
trade to the present time. The Bowman's are both good 
citizens, and both have excellent homes in Remington. 
Wesley Hinds learned this trade with the Bowman Bros., 
and he started a shop here on Indiana street, which was 
sold to James Frasier, who conducted the business here 
from 1872 to 1886. Frasier was not a financial success, 
and he accordingly left here about 1887, and located in 
Monticello, Indiana. Mr. Frasier died quite suddenly in 
the city of Chicago, while attending the World's fair 
in 1893. 

George Griffin did a general blacksmithing business off 
and on for several years in Remington. He was a partner 
with George A. Hemphill in 1892. Mr. Hemphill had 
learned his trade in Wolcott, Indiana; but he, with a 
William Hines, located a shop in Remington in 1888, and 
Mr. Hemphill has continued here ever since, and is at 
present in partnership with Mr. Ezra Bowman. Hemphill 
and Hinds sold out to Messrs. Sutton & Son, formerly of 
Delphi, Indiana, about 1890. Messrs. Sutton & Son only 
remained here about one year, when they sold out and 
went to Arkansas. Ezra Bowman was doing business in 
the Frasier shop on Indiana street in 1889, and when he 
returned to his original shop on South Ohio street, he was 
succeeded in the Frasier shop by Messrs. Geier & Lynch. 
Mr. Lynch sold his interest in this shop to A. C. Perkins, 
of the town of Goodland, and the firm here now is known 
as Geier & Perkins. Mr. Lynch then established a shop in 
Wadena, Benton county, Indiana, having bought the shop 
there of John A. Irwin. The Bowman shop was built in 
1 87 1. The Geier shop was built in 1868. Both shops are 
conducted by excellent mechanics, and they are both very 
prosperous. 
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LIVERIES. 

>HE first livery business was established in Reming- 
ton in 1864, by William Haver, who conducted 
the business until during the year 1868, when he 
sold out to Thomas Harris. Harris continued in 
the business three years, selling out to Messrs. Shipman & 
Patton in 1871. Shipman sold his interest to Mr. Patton 
in 1872. Barney Patton sold out to his brother, George 
Patton, who continued in the business until 1884, when he 
in turn sold out the barn and stock to Mr. James Sheffler, 
July 4, of the latter year. Mr. Sheffler came to Reming- 
ton in 1875, and started an opposition livery stable to Mr. 
Patton, but they both did business here until Mr. Patton 
sold out to Mr. Sheffler as stated above. Mr. Sheffler con- 
tinued in the business for several years, when he sold out 
to James Clowry and Sons on the 16th day of April, 1892. 
Mr. Clowry had previously been a farmer of this county, 
but purchasing this livery business he moved into Reming- 
ton, having sold his farm and having also bought a resi- 
dence property here. He came to Carpenter township and 
located four miles west of Remington in 1874, on the Good- 
land and Remington road. His two sons, Frank and 
Philip, have continued the livery business to the present 
time. Mr. Clowry has recently bought a farm adjoining 
the town, and moved onto it in the spring of 1 894, having 
sold his residence here. 

Samuel Mitchell was employed by James Sheffler at 
the time he commenced in the livery business in Reming- 
ton, to assist him, and he continued with him until he sold 
out to Messrs. Clowry & Sons, in 1892, being with Mr. 
Sheffler about seventeen years. Samuel Mitchell with his 
brother, John Mitchell, formed a partnership in 1892, and 
started a new firm in the livery business here. The Mit- 
chell Bros, located on Black Oak, near here, in 1866, with 
their father and mother, having come here from Mont- 
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gomery county, Indiana. They all moved into the town 
of Remington in 1878. The brothers are doing a fair busi- 
ness at this time, and have heretofore been fairly prosper- 
ous. They both own the residences in which they live. 
They are largely engaged in horse trading, having followed 
this line of business since they were boys. 




MISCELLANEOUS MERCHANDISE. 

>HE Exchange block was completed in 1875, and 
the north room was occupied by O. B. Mclntire 
for a bank. Room No. 2, or the second room, 
being the first south of the bank, was occupied for 
a short time by David Vats as a furniture store. Room 
No. 3 was occupied by Mr. Hendryx as a drug store, and 
the extreme south room, being room No. 4, was occupied 
by Samuel Adams & Co., as a general merchandise store 
room, for perhaps three or four years. After the firm of 
Samuel Adams & Co. quit business in Remington, this 
room was occupied by Henry C. Goldsberry & Co. Mr. 
Goldsberry had been employed as a clerk previously to this 
time by the Hathaway Brothers, Samuel Adams & Co., 
and perhaps others, and he was much experienced in the 
general mercantile line of business; he put in a good stock 
of general merchandise when he commenced business on 
his individual .account in 1883. Mr. Goldsberry and Mr. 
James E. Stiller formed a general merchandise partnership 
in 1887, and at that time Mr. Goldsberry and his partner 
established their business on South Ohio street, where Mr. 
Stiller had previously been engaged in business in this line; 
a Mr. Bowsher now soon became a member of this firm, 
we believe in the following year, 1888. This firm now did 
business for perhaps two years, but it was not successful, 
and Mr. Bowsher sold his interest in the concern to Messrs. 
Goldsberry and Stiller, and Mr. Bowsher retired, going 
from here to near the city of Chicago, where he died. Mr. 
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Goldsberry bought out Mr. Stiller in 1889, who located in 
Englewood, Illinois, and Mr. Goldsberry did business for a 
short time alone, but in due course of time he sold an 
interest in his establishment to Mr. John C. Allman. In a 
short time they divided their stock, and Mr. Goldsberry 
removed to Wolcott, Indiana, where he went into business. 
John C. Allman moved his goods into the Father Babb 
building, on the south side of Railway street, near the 
postoffice, which had previously to this time been occupied 
as a grocery store building by George W. Cheek and others. 
Mr. Allman sold his store to Jacob Ochs in 1891, and he 
also located in Wolcott, Ind. Mr. Ochs continued in busi- 
ness only a short time, when he failed, and removed from 
this place to Goodland, Ind. 

The Solomon Brothers came to Remington in 1877, 
and engaged in the general merchandise trade. Their 
place of business was in room No. 2 in Exchange build- 
ing. They carried a full line of dry goods, notions and 
groceries, and they were also for some time engaged in 
handling grain in the Hathaway elevators. These brothers 
were of Jewish parentage; Samuel Solomon married a 
daughter of William H. Shaw, of Remington. The brothers 
were both good business men and both owned fine residence 
properties here. Moses Solomon sold his residence to 
William H. Wells, and Samuel sold his to Mr. Zacheus K. 
Smith. This firm closed out their business here in 1888, 
and they then removed to Dubuque, Iowa, where they 
again went into business. 

Messrs. Smith and Balthis came to Remington in 1885, 
and engaged in the dry goods, notions and general mer- 
chandise business, occupying the east room of the D. W. 
Green building, known as the Ephraim Anglemeier build- 
ing. They remained there about two years, and in 1887 
they moved their stock into the south room, being room 
No. 4 in the Exchange Block. This firm has done fairly 
well here. Mr. Balthis married Miss Independence French, 
of Remington, in 1889. Mr. Balthis' health was not good, 
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and he spent some time in travel. He quit the active mer- 
cantile life in 1893, and removed to Washington, D. C, 
where he had received a naval appointment. Mr. Bert 
Spencer, who married a sister of Mr. Balthis, was chief 
clerk in this establishment until during 1893, when he 
dropped out of this store and engaged in other business. 
In the fall of the year 1893, the style or firm name of this 
concern was changed to Smith, Hargreaves & Co., Mr. 
Hargreaves becoming a member of the firm. They now 
occupy room No. 2 in the Exchange block building, and 
are at present doing a fair general mercantile business. 

A. Leopold and Sons, formerly of Rensselaer, estab- 
lished a large general stock of merchandise here in the 
year 1887, and they were located in Room No. 2 in Ex- 
change block. They employed Mr. John Ford as their 
business manager, who remained with the firm for two 
years, when he quit their employment and established a 
book and stationery house in Watseka, Illinois. The firm 
of A. Leopold & Sons was composed of Abraham Leopold, 
Simon Leopold and Benhard Leopold. This firm con- 
tinued in business for about four or five years, when Abra- 
ham and Benhard Leopold dropped out of the firm, and a 
son-in-law of A. Leopold, formed a partnership with Simon 
Leopold, and they engaged in extensive mercantile busi- 
ness in the above room, where they remained until about 
the first of December, 1893, when they removed their 
stock to the new room on South Ohio and Railway street, 
recently completed and owned by Mr. O. P. Taber. Here 
they conducted business until during the month of January, 
J 893, when they made an assignment to Benhard Leopold, 
of Rensselaer, for the benefit of their creditors; their 
liabilities being largely in excess of their assets. The stock 
of goods was sold by the assignee, and purchased by Abra- 
ham Leopold for eight thousand dollars. The final settle- 
ment of this estate paid only about twenty cents on the 
dollar to the creditors. Since Mr. A. Leopold purchased 
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this store he has continued in the business here to the 
present time, assisted by two of his younger sons. 

Mr. Simon Cassel, a gentlemen of Jewish extraction, 
located in Remington, Ind., in the latter part of the year 
1889, and he established a clothing and general merchan- 
dise and notion store an the north side of Railway, and 
near the corner of Indiana street. He remained there 
until the fall of 1892, when he removed his stock of goods 
to the south side of the Railway into one of the new brick 
store rooms built by Daniel O'Connor. He only did busi- 
ness there a few months, when he failed, having previously 
mortgaged his goods to a brother of his residing in Sheldon, 
Illinois. Mr. Castle had previously occupied the brick 
store owned by Mr. Benjamin Butler, of Chicago, in the 
block for a few months. After his failure Mr. Castle 
removed from Remington to Brook, Indiana, where he is 
at present engaged in the clothing and general merchandise 
business, conducted for and in the name of his brother at 
Sheldon, Illinois. 

Mr. Ira Kingsberry established himself in the general 
mercantile business in this place in the year 1876. He 
conducted the business and succeeded fairly well for three 
years, when he sold out, and removed to Dakota about the 
year 1879 or 1880. 



at 



MILLINERY. 

*E are unable at this time to give a general account 
of all the millinery ventures heretofore estab- 
lished in Remington, and will, therefore, men- 
those only who are engaged at the present time. 
The Beal Sisters established a millinery and dressmaking 
shop on South Railway street several years ago, and are 
still located there and have prospered very well in their 
venture. Miss Maud Lally is at present located in Exchange 
block with a fine stock of goods, and she is also doipg welL 
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Miss Harper is located on South Ohio street, and has been 
established there for several years, and has been success- 
ful. Besides the above there are several different ladies in 
Remington who are practical dressmakers, and do a great 
amount of sewing for those who call upon them at their 
private residences. 



ENGINEERS. 

KENRY MULLEN located in Remington in 1871. 
He immediately built for himself and family a 
small residence in which he resided until the year 
1875, when he sold it to Philip Hawn, and built 
another into which he moved the same year. He was em- 
ployed as an engineer in the Western Grain Elevator, and 
he occupied this position for about twenty years, giving 
excellent satisfaction during all this time. He is still 
employed by our grain men, Messrs. Hartley & Bro. Mr. 
Mullen was born on the Emerald Isle, and is a jovial and 
excellent companion. * 

Frank Klaus was born in Germany, and came to 
Remington about twenty-two years ago, or about 1872. 
He has been employed also nearly all the time since he 
come here in some one of the elevators as an engineer. 
He is a good one, and has given general satisfaction to those 
who have given him employment. He also owns property 
in the western addition to Remington. 



District Schools of Carpenter Township. 

GIVING THE TEACHERS FOR 1 892 AND 1 893. 

The following are the names of the teachers employed 
by Trustee William O. Roadifer, for the school years of 
1892 and 1893: 

Celia Irwin, School District No. i; Ella Longwell, 
No. 2; Nellie Traugh, No. 3; May Longwell, No. 5; Wini- 
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fred Draper, No. 6; Abbie Harrison, No. 7; George E. 
May, No. 8; Laura Hodshire, No. 9; E. L. Kemp, No. 10; 
Edna L. Watson, No. 11; Maud Plummer, No. 12. 

The average daily compensation for teachers was, for 
males, $2.23, and for females, $1.76. The total enumera- 
tion of pupils of school age was 350. The total number of 
pupils admitted to the schools during the term was 331. 
The total estimated value of school property was $6, 500 
for the township. The total amount of money expended for 
the payment of teachers for the school year was $3,254.24. 

The following are the names of the teacher employed 
by William O. Roadifer, Trustee of Carpenter township, 
for the school years 1893 an d 1894. 

Grace Thompson, School District No. 1 ; Celia Irwin, 
No. 2, Ella Longwell, No. 3; Lulu Hawn, No. 5;' Nellie 
Traugh, No. 6; Amanda Gigley, No. 7; Mary Longwell, 
No. 8; Maud Plummer, No 9; E. L. Kemp, No. 10; Myrtle 
Tharp, No. 11; Hettie Luckey, No. 12. 

The average daily compensation for teachers was, for 
males, $2.35, and for females, $i.8i£. The amount 
paid out for all the schools of the township is $20. 50 per 
day, and the length of the school term is eight and one 
fourth months. 

The present School Directors are as follows: 

Edward M. Greene, District No. 1; Chris Hensler, 
No. 2; Samuel Spacy, No. 3, John Stillman, No. 5; Frank 
Gray, No. 6; G. F. Schuster, No. 7; Joseph Banes, No. 8; 
E. H. Blake, No. 9; Charles Goss, No. 10; Ludwig Nor- 
man, No. 11; August Walters, No. 12. 



THE TOWN OF REMINGTON. 

'HEN the railway was constructed here the coun- 
try was a broad, uninhabited prairie, but thi s 
improvement opened up new possibilities, and in 
i860, Jesse H. Fordyce laid out the village. At 
Carpenter's creek the railway authorities had established a 
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station and the new village took the name of "Carpenter," 
which was subsequently changed to Remington, after one 
of its citizens, who kept the second store in the village. 
The village is situated in what is known as the Grand 
Prairie; it possesses a fine fertile soil, well adapted to the 
successful cultivation of all the cereals usually grown in 
this latitude. No better corn region can be found in the 
world; oats and flax produce large crops, fruits of all kinds 
mature eajrly and yield immensely. The grass or hay crop 
is one of the never-failing resources, and for stock raising it 
is hard to conceive of a section of country that is better 
adapted for that business. This region is noted for its 
fine stock of all kinds — horses, cattle, sheep and hogs. 
Almost entirely free, as it is, from diseases of all kinds 
which make such inroads upon the profits of stockmen 
elsewhere, stock breeders here are sure of good returns for 
their investments. Such a thing as scarcity of water to 
that extent as to deprive stock of a necessary supply, was 
scarcely ever known. Even in the droughts of 1881 and 
1893, so general over a great portion of the United States, 
not much trouble was experienced here in procuring a plen- 
tiful supply of good water when it was necessary to sink 
wells. These wells are in great favor with stock raisers, 
because of the purity of the water, and for the further rea- 
son that they can choose their own location. Furnished 
with good wind pumps, there is but little trouble, as stock 
can go at any time of day and drink their fill. The soil is a 
rich black loam, of good depth, resting upon a clay sub- 
soil, and the surface is sufficiently rolling, as to be easily 
susceptible of drainage, through either open, or tile drains. 
Where proper attention is paid to keeping the outlets of 
the water-ways open, there is no trouble about cultivation 
in the wettest of seasons, and from the nature of the soil, 
it takes a very severe drought, indeed, to injure the crops. 
Good school houses and churches have been built at con- 
venient points, and it is very rare that long distances must 
be traveled to reap the benefits of educational or religious 
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instructions. As a rule, school houses have been erected 
upon every alternate section, each way, making them but 
two miles apart in every direction. A very large portion 
of the surrounding country was, before the advent of the 
railway, pre-empted, or bought from the Government by 
capitalists. Many of the farms were sold to actual settlers, 
while some were leased for a term of years, in considera- 
tion that the tenant or lessee should cultivate, improve and 
fence the same. These leases have long since expired, and 
these lands are now nearly all in the hands of and owned by 
actual settlers and prosperous farmers. Situated upon one 
of the greatest railway thoroughfares between the east and 
west, Remington has become the point from which im- 
mense amounts of grain of all kinds, and vast numbers of 
cattle, sheep and hogs are shipped, both to the east 
and Chicago. Being in direct communication with Chi- 
cago, Cincinnati, Toledo, Columbus, Pittsburg, and all the 
eastern cities, gives facilities for taking or sending produce 
to market, or importing such articles as are of necessity 
brought from abroad. The farms are all improved and well 
under cultivation. The growth of the town has been slow, 
but steady, depending for its business upon the grain trade 
mainly, which has sprung up with the farmers throughout 
the surrounding country. The northern part of Benton 
and the southern part of Jasper counties find this point an 
exceedingly good one for marketing their grain and hay, 
and also for the shipment of their horses, cattle, sheep and 
hogs. The census of 1 890 gave the population of Reming- 
ton at about 1000, but at this time (1894) there are proba- 
bly 1200 people here. Remington has its full complement 
of good stores, churches, schools and private residences; 
its people are quite sociable, and the place is an excellent 
one in which to find a good permanent home. 

DANIEL T. O'CONNOR 

Our subject is one of the prominent business men of Rem- 
ington. He springs from sterling Irish ancestry. His 
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father, Timothy O'Connor, was born in County Carey, Ire- 
land; at the age of twenty-one years, he came to America, 
and landed in New York. He soon came to Indiana and 
engaged as an engineer of stationary engines at Williams- 
port, Ind. There he married Mary Driscoll; to them were 
born eleven children, eight of whom lived to grow up. 
Their names are Anna, Daniel T., Maggie, Kate, Jesse 
(deceased), Dennis P. and Frank J. In the sixties he 
came to Remington, and became a contractor on the Pan 
Handle railway, in which business he continued for a period 
of years, and then he engaged in the grocery business, in 
which he remained until his death. He was a member of 
the Catholic church, and was one of the chief promoters of 
the Catholic church in Remington. He was a staunch 
Democrat in politics. He was a kindly man and an honest, 
upright citizen. He lived to the age of forty-nine years, 
and died in Remington, May 9, 1887. Daniel T. O'Con- 
nor, our subject, was born at Williamsport, Ind., May 16, 
1 860. He received a common school education and came 
to Remington with his parents, and in his youth assisted 
his father in business. He spent some time in the western 
states, but after the death of his father he engaged in busi- 
ness in Remington for himself, in company with his brother, 
Dennis P. , and they have continued in business since that 
time. He was married June 14, 1892, to Delie Gannan; 
to them have been born one child, Eveline M., June 9, 
1893. Mr. O'Connor is a warm hearted and reputable cit- 
izen, and has many friends in Jasper county. 

WILLIAM H. MARQUESS 

Is one of the old soldiers of Remington. He springs from 
French stock, his grand father, K. Marquess, having come 
from France and settled in Virginia. James Marquess, his 
son, was born in Virginia and moved to Ohio, where he 
married Margaret Berry. To them wereQ born nine 
children, Sarena, Delitch, Mary E., Nancy E., William H. t 
Margaret E. , Sarah E. , Elda and George. Mr. Marquess 
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was a farmer in Fountain county, Indiana, and then 
owned 200 acres of land. He lived to be 78 years old, and 
was a respected citizen. William H., our subject was 
born in Fountain county, Indiana, October 6, 1841. He 
received a common school education. He enlisted at the 
age of twenty years in Fountain county, Indiana (Attica) 
August 13, 1862, in Co. "C," 86th Regt. Ind. Vols., Capt. 
Jacob Dick. He was honorably discharged January 26, 1863, 
at Bowling Green, Ky. He was at the front with his regi- 
ment, and in pursuit of Gen. Bragg, when through some 
exposure he was taken sick with typhoid fever, and being 
unable to perform the duties of a soldier further, he was 
honorably discharged. He was married August 14, 1865, 
to Miss Mary Brown. To Mr. and Mrs. Marquess have 
been born eight children — Lenna, James, Susan, Denton, 
Ada, Edgar (deceased), Charles and Ona. After his mar- 
riage Mr. Marquess settled on a farm in Benton county, 
Indiana, about the year 1874, and in March, 1893, h e 
came to Remington, Ind. He is a member of Remington 
Post, No. 74, G. A. R., and the present commander. He 
is also member of Remington Lodge No. 351, F. &A. M., and 
has been W. M. of that order. He is a Republican in 
politics. 

WILLIAM R. LOVE 

Was born November 18, 1832, at Cuba, Allegheny county, 
New York, but moved in early childhood with his parents 
to Ontario county. In 1853 the family moved west to 
Kankakee county, Illinois, and the subject of this sketch 
came with them, where he was engaged at the carpenter's 
trade. In 1857 he was married to Miss Almira Bloom. In 
August, 1862, he enlisted in Co. A, 88th Illinois Infantry, 
and served in the department of the Cumberland until June 
17, 1865, and at that date was mustered out of the service 
and settled in Manteno, Kankakee county, and was there 
engaged in building until 1.870. In August of that year his 
wife died of typhoid fever, and he moved with his three 
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children to Remington, Indiana, in May, 1873. He mar- 
ried for his second wife Miss Sarah Bloom, a sister to his 
first wife, and they have resided in the same house until 
the present time, March 23, 1894. Since moving to Rem- 
ington, Mr. Love has been engaged in the carpenter and 
joiner's trade, he having erected a large number of the best 
business buildings and residences in the villiage and sur- 
rounding neighborhood. He has been a member of the 
Masonic lodge since 1866, and a member of Remington 
lodge since 1873, an ^ has filled all of the stations and most 
of the places in the lodge, served as Master and represented 
his lodge in the Grand Lodge of Indiana. He has also 
been intimately connected with the G. A. R. post, and is 
a charter member, and has filled most of the stations and 
has served as Commander, and is at this time Senior- Vice 
Commander. He served two terms on the town board as 
Trustee of the Third Ward, and has been for nearly a 
quarter of a century closely identified with the growth and 
prosperity of the town. 

OLIVER P. TABER 

Is one of the prominent citizens of this town. He springs 
from good old New England stock. Nathaniel Taber, the 
grandfather of our subject, was born in Rhode Island and 
married there Deborah Head; to them were born eight 
children. He settled in Cayuga county, New York, on a 
farm. He was a ship carpenter by trade, and spent seven- 
teen winters at Charleston, N. C. , as a ship builder. He 
died, aged 76 years. He was a substantial farmer, and a 
man of high character, respected by all who knew him, 
and his kindly nature is yet remembered by his descend- 
ents. George P. Taber, his son, and the father of our 
subject, was born in Madison county, N. Y. He became 
a farmer and married Lois Vickery; to them were born 
three children; Mary Tersis and Oliver P. Mr. Taber 
died, aged 27 years, in 1847, in N. Y. His widow married 
Herman Wagoner. To them were born four children, Edith, 
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George, Willis and David. Mrs. Wagoner died about 
1865. She was a devout member of -the Baptist church. 
Oliver P.- Taber, our subject, was born at Mendon, N. Y., 
Dec. 22, 1845. He received a good common school edu- 
cation, and became a farmer and carpenter. He married 
at Mendon, N. Y., at the age of nineteen, December 22, 
1865, Tammie J. Terpenning, daughter of William and Ren- 
ette (Hunt) Terpenning, to whom have been born five 
children, Wellington O. deceased, aged nineteen years, 
Lillian A. , deceased, eleven months, George W. , Louis R. 
and Albert T. Mr. Taber came to Michigan in 1870 with 
his family, and engaged in the planing mill business. In 
1 87 1 he came to Remington and bought land and farmed, 
and was also a carpenter and builder. By his industry and 
thrift he accumulated property, and is now a capitalist, 
and owns one of the handsomest residences in Remington. 
In politics Mr. Taber is a staunch Republican. Mr. and 
Mrs. Taber believe in progress and education, and their 
family is one of the most respected in Remington. Mr. 
Taber is now County Commissioner, an office which he has 
held for nine years. Mr. Terpenning came to Remington in 
1890. He has been a substantial farmer, and is now living 
in Remington an aged man. He was the father of two 
children by his first wife, Tammie and M. He married 
after his first wife died, Adelaide Rodgers; to them was born 
one son, George. 

FRANK E. BABCOCK 

Was born in Decatur, Otsego county, New York, Septem- 
ber 12, 1863, and is a son of Eli L. and Dolly S. (Woodin) 
Babcock, natives of New England, and is the youngest of 
five children, four of whom are living at the present time. 
Our subject lived with his parents on a farm until 1873, 
when his father departed this life, and the farm was turned 
over to an elder brother. His schooling consisted of that 
usually given to farmers' boys in that section — there months 
during the winter — he having to go one and a half miles to 
1(3 
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to the district school. At the age of fourteen years he 
quit school and learned the printer's trade. At eighteen 
he went to Berkshire county, Mass. , where he worked one 
year learning the marble cutter's trade, and later worked at 
the same trade in Cooperstown and Worcester, New York. 
In the spring of 1885 he emigrated to Newton county, Ind., 
and opened a marble shop at Goodland, in company with 
Chas. A. Reed, a native of Newton county. The business 
was built up rapidly, and in three years Mr. Babcock pur- 
chased his partner's interest, continuing to run the shop 
for two years more, when he sold out to his former partner, 
Mr. Reed. During these years Mr. Babcock put up a 
large amount of marble and granite work in nearly every 
cemetery in the surrounding counties, in fact the best 
work and most expensive jobs in those counties to-day 
were erected by him. He was secretary of the Home 
Building and Loan Association of Newton county for nearly 
four years, and during that time handled large sums of money, 
besides that growing out of his regular business. He 
was unanimously elected secretary of this association for 
four consecutive terms, or years, at last resigning the office to 
come to Remington and take charge of the mechanical and 
business management of the "Remington Press." At the 
time Mr. Babcock assumed these duties the * Tress" had a 
circulation df only about 200, and after seven months 
under his management, it had doubled its circulation. He 
then gave up this job and returned to Goodland and spent 
the next year in the office of the "Goodland Herald,'' being 
foreman of the job printing department. In March, 1892, 
be was again engaged on the "Remington Press," and 
moved his family to this place, where he resided one year, 
then being unable to dispose of his Goodland property, he 
moved back to that town, where he now resides, but is still 
engaged in his old capacity on the "Press." During the 
past two years the "Press" has attained a circulation equal, 
if not exceeding any newspaper along this line of railway, 
much of which success is due to Mr. Babcock's manage- 
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ment. While not exactly a bona fide resident of our town 
at the present time, he is closely identified with its inter- 
ests and is always ready to speak a good word for it. By 
strict business integrity and being an outspoken advocate 
of fair play, Mr. Babcock has made a large circle of friends 
who admire these traits of character. In August, 1889, he 
was married to Miss Elsie May Preston, a native of Illinois, 
and at the present time they have two handsome boys, 
aged respectively three and a half and one and a half years. 
He has a nice home at Goodland, and is never more happy 
than when in the "bosom of his family." He is not a 
member of any church. Politically he is a Democrat. He 
has been a member, much respected, of the Knights of 
Pythias for the past seven years. Besides his duties on 
the * Tress," Mr. Babcock conducts a flour and feed store 
at Goodland, and has built up a good trade in that line, 
the business at that place being in the hands of a hired 
assistant. 

ALEXANDER LITTLEFIELD, 

Late a Corporal of Co. "I," 55th Regt. of Illinois Vet. 
Volunteers Infantry, enlisted August 6, 1861, at Mendota, 
LaSalle county, Illinois. He was wounded at Vicksburg, 
Miss., May 22, 1863. He re-enlisted February 22, 1864, 
in the same company and regiment for three years more, 
or during the war. He was mustered out of the United 
States army with his regiment at Little Rock, Ark. , August 
14, 1865. His regiment was with Gen. Sherman's com- 
mand during the late war, and it marched with him in his 
great march to the sea. The regiment was organized at 
Camp Douglas, Illinois (Chicago), with 949 men. They ' 
lost, killed in battle 105, the number wounded was 343, 
the number captured was 55, the number which died in 
southern prisons was 12, the number of miles marched by 
the regiment was 3,240, the number of miles moved by 
steam boats was 5,850, the number of miles moved by rail- 
ways was 2,875, making the total number of miles traveled 
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by the regiment during its service 11,965. Our subject 
bought a farm north of Remington in the spring of 1 869, 
and has been a resident of Carpenter township ever since. 
Mr. Littlefield has a second lieutenant's commission in his 
possession, having been commissioned lieutenant of the 
Remington Guards, December 1, 1881. His commission 
having been signed by the Governor of Indiana, Albert G. 
Porter, and E. R. Hawn, Secretary of State. 

JACOB S. BARNES. 

This prominent business man, now the largest ship- 
ping merchant of the town of Remington, is a Kentuckian. 
He springs from old colonial Virginia stock, his ancestors 
being among the early founders of that State. Elijah 
Barnes, his grandfather, was born near Richmond, Va. He 
was one of the pioneers of Kentucky, where he was con- 
temporaneous with Daniel Boone. He opened a farm in 
the wilderness, near the present site of Lexington, Ky. 
Benjamin Barnes, his son, was the father of our subject; 
he was born in Nicholasville, Ky., became a substantial 
farmer, and there he spent all his days. He married Jane 
Schaeffer, daughter of Jacob Schaeffer. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Barnes were born three children: William, John and Jacob 
S. Mr. Barnes was a well-to-do farmer and a respected 
man. He died about 1858. His widow married Samuel 
Harmon. Seven children were born to this union; Sallie, 
James, Fleena, Maggie, Samuel and Thomas. The mother, 
Mrs. Harmon, died July, 1893, aged sixty years. Jacob 
S. Barnes, our subject, was born February 16, 1857, on 
his father's farm near Perrysville, on the famous battlefield 
of that name. He was about six years old when that battle 
- was fought. The house was on the turnpike, 300 yards 
from where Gen. Bragg placed his batteries. The con- 
federate officers notified the family to move in the fore- 
noon. The battle opened heavily in the afternoon. The 
family retired to a position about three miles from the field 
to the home of a Mr. Edwards. Our subject, then a small 
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child, heard the roar of the cannon, and saw the soldiers of 
both armies as they marched to the field. The third day 
the family returned to their home. Soldiers lay dead within 
a few rods of the house; five thousand men having fallen on 
that field. The family found their home not much dis- 
turbed, and Mr. Harmon, the step-father of our subject, 
assisted in the burial of the dead. Our subject received a 
common school education, and learned the farming busi- 
ness. He was married at Perrysville, Ky., to Marinda 
Shults, daughter of J. C. Shults. To Mr. and Mrs. Barnes 
have been born five children: Myrtie, Henry, Norman, 
May and Daisy. In 1883, Mr. Barnes left Kentucky, and 
in March, 1884, he came to Remington, Indiana, and en- 
engaged in the shipping trade. From small beginnings he 
rapidly enlarged his trade, and after six years he found that 
it required a heavy capital, and in 1891 he formed a co- 
partnership with J. N. Bull and J. H. Whitehead, the 
business requiring a capital, of $15,000. The firm ships 
from 5,000 to 10,000 tons of hay each year, the business 
extending to all points in the United States, as far east as 
Fall River, Mass. , and to the far south. The firm name 
has become a synonym of fair dealing and integrity. They 
purchase large amounts of hay within a radius of forty 
miles of Remington. Their barns have a capacity of 1,000 
tons, their full capacity being utilized. Socially Mr. Barnes 
is an I. O. O. F. In politics a staunch Democrat. He is 
ranked as a leading business man in Jasper county, and 
stands high as a citizen, is self made, having evolved his 
business from small beginnings. 

WILLIAM H. SHAW 

Was among the early settlers of Remington, and he was 
one of the early pioneers of northwestern Indiana. He 
imigrated from western New York, and located in Delphi, 
Carroll county, Ind., in the autumn of 1837. He has resi- 
ded in the counties of Carroll, White and Jasper ever 
since. In 1850, in company with his father-in-law, 
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Gardner Mudge, he entered 800 acres of choice prairie land 
in White* county, Ind., embracing at this time the pleasant 
village of Chalmers. In 1853 the Louisville, New 
Albany and Salem railroad was completed from New 
Albany to Michigan City, Ind., and this railroad ran 
directly through the lands belonging to Shaw and Mudge. 
In 1856 they sold their lands, and our subject then moved 
to Bradford (now Monon), in White county, Indiana, where 
he resided until September, i860, when he moved to Car- 
penter (now Remington), a railroad station on Carpenter's 
creek, in the south part of Jasper county, Ind. This rail- 
road was completed in that year from Logansport, Ind. , to 
Peoria, 111. The first stock of general merchandise brought 
to the town was opened in December, i860, by Mr. Bolls, 
of Toledo, Ohio, under the general superintendence of our 
subject and Geo. B. Chappell. This stock was opened in 
a substantial two story building on the corner of Indiana 
and South Railway street, and these parties continued to 
do business there until 1872, when the building and goods 
were destroyed by fire. There having been but little com- 
petition their trade extended during this time over a large 
scope of Benton, White and Jasper counties. A mail route 
was established between Rensselaer and Oxford, crossing 
Carpenter's creek at this place, affording one mail each 
week for the scattered inhabitants in the south part of Jas- 
per county. The postoffice for this neighborhood was loca- 
ted four miles north of the town, and was under the care of 
George G. Thompson. The postoffice was soon located in 
town and fell into the hands of James B. Shaw, a son of 
our subject. J. B. Shaw held the postoffiice until Septem- 
ber, 1 86 1, when he resigned and enlisted in the Union 
army in Co. "D," 10th Reg. Ind. Vols., under Capt. Taylor, 
his term of enlistment being for three years. Wm. H. 
Shaw, our subject, was then appointed as postmaster, as 
the successor of James B. Shaw. The name of the town 
was changed from Carpenter's Station to Remington in the 
fall of 1 860. The first gospel sermon was preached about 
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this time, by Rev. E. Stephenson, a Methodist minister 
from Benton county, in the office of the new hotel, and 
after the school house was built preaching was indulged in 
more frequently. Rev. Horace Mayhew, a Presbyterian 
minister from Rensselaer visited and preached for the peo- 
ple here about once each month. A Union Sabbath school 
was organized, under the superintendency of our subject, 
and its meetings were held in the railroad depot until the 
school house was built, which became a general place of 
meetings, both secular and religious. Mr. Shaw is a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian church. In politics he is a Repub- 
lican. He is an excellent man, and highly respected by the 
entire community. 

IRA W. YEOMAN, 

Our subject, was born in Fayette county, Ohio, April 28, 
1843; ne came with his father and family to Jasper county, 
Ind., locating near Rensselaer in June, 1844. His father, 
Stephen Yeoman, was of English descent and married 
Hannah Smith, who was of German descent. To this union 
were born ten children, viz. : Joseph, Sarah, Elvira, 
James, Mary, Minerva, Elizabeth, John, Ira W. and 
Stephen, all of whom are now living except Sarah and 
John. Our subject was educated in the common schools 
of Jasper county, mainly, having attended one term in an 
academy in Dayton, Ohio. He was married at Rensselaer 
October, 1866, to Harriet A. Sayers. By this union were 
born to them nine children, viz. : George O. , Minnie, Cor- 
nelia, Ernest, Elvira, Dell, Hattie Bell, Stephen S., Ira 
C. and Frances F. , all of whom are now living except 
Minnie, Cornelia and Ernest. Our subject passed the 
earlier part of his life on a farm, and later taught school in 
the winter seasons. He crossed the plains in 1864, going 
to the newly discovered gold fields beyond the Yellow- 
stone river in Idaho Territory. He was elected Auditor of 
Jasper county, Ind., in October, 1867, and served as such 
for four years, and he was also a member of the Board of 
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Town Trustees of Rensselaer for several years. He turned 
his attention to the study of law in 1871, and was admitted 
to practice in the Circuit Court in January, 1872. He has 
followed his chosen profession from that time to the present, 
with the exception of about one year, when he was engaged 
in the service of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Minne- 
sota railway, at Vinton, Iowa, in 1877, after which he 
returned to Rensselaer, Ind., and remained there until 
October, 1879, when he removed to Goodland, Ind., and 
followed his profession until March, 1887, when he again 
removed to his present location, at Remington, Ind. The 
grand father of our subject, Stephen Yeoman, was a soldier 
and hero of the Revolutionary war. He was an unyielding 
Whig, and intensely hated by the Tories for his loyalty to 
Colonial Government. On one occasion he was visited by 
a band of ten Tories, who, finding him alone, at the plow, 
captured him and took him to a tree for the purpose of 
hanging him, but upon consultation, they agreed to lash 
him instead, and having fastened him with his plow lines, 
each one of them inflicted thirty lashes by means of straps 
and then fled. He was found bleeding and nearly insensi- 
ble, from which horrible cruelty he never fully recovered. 
May his reward be as great as his glory is imperishable! 
Our subject is a genial gentleman and makes friends where- 
ever he goes. He is unassuming and modest, and has 
made a success of his profession. 

WILLIAM M. BROADIE. 

This energetic young business man springs from good 
American stock. His grandfather, John Broadie, was a 
pioneer of Tippecanoe county, Ind. James Broadie, the 
father of our subject, was born in Pickaway, Ohio, and he 
was married in Tippecanoe county, Ind. , to Mary Stidham. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Broadie were born four children, Eliza- 
beth A., Emma J., Ella P. and William M., our subject. 
Mr. Broadie came to Jasper county in 1874, and was a 
farmer. He engaged in the butcher business in Reming- 
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ton in 1878, and carried on that business for nine years. 
He is now a stock buyer and shipper and resides in Rem- 
ington, Ind. Socially he is an Odd Fellow, and in politics 
he is a Republican. He is a good citizen and an upright 
man. William M. Broadie, our subject, was born in Tip- 
pecanoe county, Ind., August 20, 1862, and received a 
common school education. He came to Remington in 
1874 with his father, and learned with him the butcher 
business. In 1887 he formed a co-partnership in the 
butcher business with Charles T. Denham, purchasing the 
business which the elder Broadie had established. He 
married Lenna V., daughter of William H. and Mary 
(Brown) Marquess. To them have been born three 
children; Ella V., Mabel Clara and Max. In politics he 
is a Republican. Socially he. is a member of the I. O. O. 
F. Mr. Broadie is one of those genial and frank gentle- 
men who make a success of Whatever business he may 
engage in. His well known honesty and probity is an 
assurance that every one will be treated fairly by him. He 
is a Past Grand in the I. O. O. F. , and a member of the 
Grand Lodge, and also a K. of P. 

HEZEKIAH PAXTON 

The subject of our sketch, come from good old French and 
Irish stock. His father, John Paxton, being French, and 
his mother, Margaret (Copsey) Paxton, being Irish. Our 
subject was born on the 7th day of January, 1854, in Clin- 
ton county, Ohio. He has also two brothers, Perry and 
Robert, and two sisters, Anna and Mary, all of whom were 
born in Ohio. Our subject is the youngest of the family. 
His mother died when he was four days old, and his father 
died when he was four weeks old. He was then left in the 
care of his uncle, Charles Copsey; but he only remained 
with him until he was twelve years old, when he went to 
work for various persons and was buffeted about the world, 
experiencing many hard times, and much rough usage, 
which led him to resort to boxing, as a means of protection 
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to himself. He soon became an expert in this so-called 
1 'manly art," and for five years he imparted instruction to 
others in the prize ring, having previously spent seven years 
in the practice of the art. He came to Indiana, locating 
in Benton county, on a farm with his uncle, when he was 
five years old. He remained on this farm seven years and 
then commenced his wandering, and finally located in Rem- 
ington, when he was twenty-four years old. He abandoned 
the prize ring in 1873, having taught only two classes since 
that date. He was married to Amelia Stoudt, November 
25, 1878, and five children have been the result of this 
union, being Grace, May, Mary, Annie and Grover C., the 
latter of whom died at the age of about six months, during 
the year 1885. Our subject's business avocation is that 
of painting, paper hanging, frescoeing, etc., and he is an 
excellent artist in these lines. He reformed in 1892, and 
united with the Methodist Episcopal church of Remington, 
and since that time has lived a firm christian life and 
labored for the salvation of others' souls, with all the 
power his Master has given him, as a general christian 
worker in the " Vineyard of the Lord." But he makes a 
special business of laboring for the temperance cause, and 
has accomplished a great good in this line as well as in 
other good deeds. He is a good citizen, of whom the 
community is justly proud.- He is a converted pugilist 
and is also reclaimed from the curse of intemperance, and 
devotes much of his time in delivering public temperance 
lectures, not boastfully, but in an interesting way, to the 
honor of "Divine Grace." His family also belongs to his 
church. The following is an extract from the minutes of 
the Quarterly Conference of that church, dated December 
18, 1893: 

" Whereas, Our Brother, H. Paxton, since his conversion and 
reformation, has a burning- zeal to help others. Therefore, 

Resolved, That we heartily endorse him in his efforts in behalf 
of temperance, and declare our utmost confidence in his Christian 
spirit and integrity." 
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HANNIBAL LANDON M. D. 



Was born in Franklin county, Ohio, March 25, 1841. His 
parents are of English descent. His great grandfather 
came to this country from England about 1 800, and settled 
near Johnstown, Ohio, where his father was born and 
reared. His father, Orrin Landon, married Miss Delilah 
Triplett in 1838, and moved near New Albany, Ohio, where 
the doctor was born and lived until his seventeenth year, 
when his father moved to Westerville, Ohio, to give his 
family an education at Otterbein University at that time, 
1858, being the most popular and prosperous educational 
institution in central Ohio. The doctor spent four years in 
the college, lacking a few of months of graduating in the 
scientific course. The civil war breaking out in 1861 broke 
up the classes for 1862, and for a time closed the school. 
Early in 1862 the doctor commenced the study of medicine 
in the office of Dr. A. G. Stevenson, of Westerville, Ohio, 
with whom he remained two years. The winter of 1863, 
he attended the lectures at Starling Medical College at 
Columbus, Ohio. At the conclusion of his first course of 
lectures he was invited to enter the office of Prof. J. W. 
Hamilton, of Columbus, Ohio, as his assistant, which he 
did, and remained with him until his graduation in the 
spring of 1 864, where he with many others was called into 
service, being members of the Ohio National Guards, and 
spent four months in the service under Gen. Butler, at City 
Point, Va. , near Richmond. The regiment was discharged 
in the fall of 1864, and in the spring of 1865 a call being 
made for army surgeons, Dr. Landon went before the State 
examining board, passed their examination and was com- 
missioned assistant surgeon to the 188th Ohio Vol. Inf., 
and served with it in the department of Tennessee, under 
Gen. Thomas until the close of the war. After the war in 
1865, he decided to pursue his medical studies farther and 
went to Philadelphia, Pa., and attended the course of 
lectures for 1865-66, graduating again from the Jefferson 
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Medical College in the spring of 1866, after which he 
settled in practice in Ligonier, Indiana, where he remained 
eight years. In the year 1874, at the solicitation of Dr. S. 
C. Maxwell, of Remington, Indiana, he came here and took 
the doctor's place, he moving to Fowler, Ind.- With the 
exception of two years the doctor has been in active prac- 
tice in Remington since July, 1874, and has observed the 
country's progress from a comparative wilderness to its 
present prosperous condition. The doctor is a member of 
the Remington Post, G. A. R. , and served as pension sur- 
geon during Gen. Harrison's administration. In politics he 
is an ardent Republican. In religious belief a member of 
the Christian church. 

JOSIAH H. ALLMAN, 

Our subject, is one of the old soldier citizens of Rem- 
ington, and has been a prominent hardware merchant 
here. His ancestry gives him the sturdy blood of good 
old Pennsylvania stock. His father, George Allman, was 
a soldier in the war of 181 2, who married in Stark county, 
Ohio, Mariah Dooley. The grand father of our subject, 
Ebenezer Allman, was a pioneer of Stark county, Ohio. 
To George Allman and wife were born nine children — 
Plympton, Solomon, Doctor, Manly, Josiah H., Alfred, 
Enos, George W. and Phoebe. The father died on his 
farm in Stark county, Ohio, aged sixty-nine years. He 
was a well-to-do farmer, and a good citizen. He had four 
sons in the late civil war — Plympton, Manley, Josiah H. 
and Enos. They all came out alive, but every one of 
them were in battles, Enos going with Gen. Sherman in his 
great march to the sea. Josiah H. Allman, our subject, 
was born in Stark county, Ohio, and he received a common 
school education, after which he learned the ' 'tinner's 
trade." He married Mary C, daughter of John F. and 
Christina (Bower) Green. To Mr. and Mrs. Allman were 
born five children, all living, viz.: Alice A., Ida F., John 
C, Jesse D. and George H. In March, 1861, Mr. Allman 
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moved to Noble county, Indiana, where he lived on a 
farm. In 1864 (Sept. 26th), he enlisted as a soldier in our 
great civil war, at Ligonier, Ind., in Co. "E, " 13th Reg. 
Ind. Vol. Inf., and served until honorably discharged at 
Raleigh, N. C. , June 23, 1865. He was in the battle at 
Fort Fisher (a hard fight), and was shot through the left 
arm. He was in the hospital for three months at Fortress 
Monroe. He returned home July 7, 1865, and farmed for 
three years. He then went to Ligonier and worked at his 
trade. In 1874 he came to Remington, Ind., and engaged 
in the hardware business, and did a good trade. He sold 
out to his son Jesse D. in 1893. Mr. Allman is an honored 
member of Post No. 74, G. A. R., Remington, Ind. He 
was Copimander one year, Adjutant three years and is now 
Chaplain of the Post. Both himself and wife are honored 
members of the M. E. church. Mr. Allman has been a 
member of the Board of town Trustees, and he is a Repub- 
lican in politics. He is a respected citizen and honored by 
all who know him. 

GEORGE ECK, 

Our subject, is one of the well-to-do business men of Rem- 
ington. He springs from sterling German and Irish ances- 
try. John Eck, his lather, came from Germany when he 
was a boy only thirteen years of age, with his mother, and 
he became a farmer. He was married to Mary Keegan, 
who was born in Ireland. To them were born six children, 
all now living, being John J., George, Henry, Frank, Kate 
and Barbara. Mr. Eck settled in Indiana and moved to 
Illinois, but returning to Indiana he settled on 320 acres of 
land in Jasper county, which he had purchased in 1 867. 
He remained on this farm which lies in Carpenter township, 
until he retired from the farm and located on his home- 
stead near Remington, where he still resides. In politics 
he is a Democrat. In religion he is a Catholic. He is 
now about seventy years of age, and still on his farm. 
George Eck, our subject, was born February 26, 1858, on 
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his father's farm in Grundy county, Illinois. He received 
a common school education, and became a farmer. He 
came to Jasper county with his father when a boy. He 
was married November 23, 1880, to Annie M. O'Connor, a 
daughter of Timothy O'Connor, deceased. To them were 
born six children, Francis, Blanche, Florence, Ethel D., 
Ellen and Morris H. Mr. Eck is now engaged in the mer- 
cantile business in Remington. In religion he is a Catholic, 
and in politics a firm Democrat. He is a substantial citi- 
zen, stands well in the town, and his friendly demeanor is 
recognized by all. 

ROBERT PARKER, 

Our subject, was born in Jasper county, Ind., June 13, 
1848. His youth was spent upon the farm. He removed 
with his parents to Monon, White county, Ind., in the 
spring of 1862, where he attended school until the fall 
of 1865, and then attended the Ladoga academy, during 
the school year of 1865-66. In the fall of 1866 he came 
to Remington and was employed as the first clerk in the 
first drug store established in the place, which was owned 
by Maxwell & McCullough. In the spring of 1868 he was 
employed as a telegraph operator and assistant agent at the 
junction of the New Albany & Columbus and Indiana Cen- 
tral railroads at Reynolds, Ind. In October, 1868, he was 
appointed freight and express agent for the railroad com- 
pany at Remington, which position he held until Decem- 
ber 20, 1874, when he resigned to accept a position as 
teller in a new bank, being organized in Indianapolis. He 
remained in Indianapolis for fourteen months and then he 
returned to Remington in February, 1876, where he has 
since resided. Upon his return from Indianapolis he 
entered into a partnership with John Burger, in the lumber 
and coal business, at the same time opening up a banking 
house, under the firm name of Burger & Parker. This 
partnership continued for about ten years, when Mr. 
Burger sold out his interest in the bank to other parties 
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and Mr. Parker sold out his interest in the lumber and coal 
business to Mr. Burger. The bank then adopted its present 
title, viz: "The Bank of Remington," Mr. Parker being 
practically the manager and director of the same, filling the 
office of cashier, and later he was chosen president. The 
bank of which he is president has a paid up capital of thirty 
thousand dollars, and it enjoys the confidence of the entire 
business community, while others have made repeated 
changes in ownership and management, sometimes discon- 
tinuing business entirely; this bank has gone steadily ahead 
in a safe, careful manner, being at all times able, even dur- 
ing two panics through which it has passed, to pay every 
demand in money as presented. This financial institution 
is a credit to our town and county, and is largely the result 
of twenty years of careful, untiring devotion and labor on 
the part of Mr. Parker. He was married in the fall of 
1868 to Miss Harriet E. Black. There has been born to 
them five children, two boys and three girls. The first 
born, a son, died in infancy; the three girls and one son are 
now living. Mr. Parker has been and still is, a public 
spirited man, always ready to assist in anything for the im- 
provement of our town and country. Liberal in his con- 
tributions to all public improvements, he has been extraor- 
dinarily so in his gifts for school and church purposes. He 
was the one who, when the gravel road passing through 
the town north and south, could find no person far or near 
to purchase the bonds, without the sale of which the road 
could not have been built, stepped in and bought the entire 
issue of $14,000.00, thereby making it possible for the road 
to be built. He has many of the best buildings in the 
town, and his present home is an exceedingly commodious 
and handsome structure, fitted out with modern conveni- 
ences such as water works, furnace, hard wood floors and 
finishings, which would be a credit to any city. Mr. 
Parker was elected to represent Jasper and Newton coun- 
ties in the lower house of the Fifty-seventh General As- 
sembly of Indiana, and the duties devolving on him were 
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carefully and conscientiously fulfilled. In politics Mr. 
Parker is a Republican. He is the leading member of the 
Christian church at Remington, and he is a gentleman 
highly respected by everyone who is so fortunate as to 
have his acquaintance. 

HON. GEORGE MAJOR, 

The subject of our sketch, was born in Hamilton county, 
Ohio, September 18, 1819. He moved with his parents to 
Clinton county, Ind. , in 1831. He was married to Julia A. 
Snoddy, of Tippecanoe county, Ind., in 1850. From this 
union was born eight children, five of whom are still living, 
four sons and one daughter. He moved to Jasper county, 
Ind., in 1864; and settled one mile northwest of Reming- 
ton. He was elected County Commissioner of Jasper 
county in 1865, and served three years. He was a dele- 
gate to the Liberal Republican convention that nominated 
Horace Greely at Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1872. He was 
elected to the Indiana State Senate in 1874, representing 
the counties of White, Benton, Jasper and Newton as the 
Senatorial District. He was an Elector on the Peter 
Cooper ticket (Presidential), in 1876. He was re-elected 
to the State Senate from the same Senatorial District in 
1878, and was appointed by Gov. Williams as a delegate 
to the National Commercial convention held in the City of 
Chicago in 1878. He was elected one of the Directors of 
the Northern prison in 1883, and re-elected to the same 
position in 1885. His first wife died during the year 1886. 
He was married again to Mrs. S. P. Urton, of Kentland, 
Ind., in 1889, and has resided in Remington, Ind., since 
that time. He purchased the "Remington Press" in 1890, 
and he still continues to conduct it. Mr. and Mrs. Major 
are both members of the Presbyterian church, and are 
excellent people. 

OLIVER BRIGHT M'lNTIRE. 

This gentleman is one of the best known men in Jasper Co. 
and was one of the founders of the town of Remington and 
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the chief promoter of the banking and real estate business 
in this town. He has also been identified with »all the 
enterprises that promoted the prosperity of the town. He 
springs from sterling Scotch-Irish stock. His grandfather, 
John Mclntire, came from Ireland and landed at Baltimore, 
Md. , and married Eliza Hall, who belonged to an aris- 
tocratic family settled in Baltimore. About the year 1800 
they settled at Madison, Ind. Mr Mclntire was a real 
estate dealer and owned at one time the larger part of 
what is now covered by the city of Madison. He was 
a prominent pioneer and came west with the famous 
Nicholas Longworth, of Cincinnati, who afterwards became 
one of the greatest holders of real estate in the West. John 
Mclntire was one of the early and resolute supporters of 
the Methodist church in Indiana and his house was the 
home of the itinerant Methodist preachers of those days. 
He gave the land for the St. John Methodist church there 
and contributed liberally of his means to build that church. 
He was liberal in his views and assisted the Catholics to 
build their first church in Madison and also at North 
Madison. He became one of the wealhiest men of his 
town. He was the father by one wife of Edward H., Eliza, 
Anna, and Oliver. He reached the age of 80 years and 
died at Madison about the year 1 849 much respected by 
the people. Edward H. Mclntire, his son, and father of 
our subject, was born in Baltimore, Md., about the year 
1800. He received a fair education and became a mer- 
chant. He married Rachel A., daughter of David G. 
Bright. Mr. Bright was born in New York state and his 
children were nearly all born in that State. He settled at 
an early day in Madison, Ind. He belonged to a disting- 
uished family. He held the office of Register of Lands at 
Jeffersonville, Ind. His son, Michael G. , was a prominent 
attorney at Madison, Ind., and a member of the Constitu- 
tional Convention of the State, and assisted largely in 
framing the laws of the State. Jesse D., another son, was 
a well known lawyer and politician and held many high 
17 
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offices, among them being Vice-President, with Pierce, 
being elected by the United States Senate to fill King's 
vacancy. He was United States Senator for eighteen 
years. His family were extensive land holders in Jasper 
County, Ind. 

Edward H. Mclntire was a merchant for some years 
in Madison, Ind., and removed about 1832 to Marion, Ind., 
where he was a merchant for eight years. He finally set- 
tled again in Madison, Ind., and was the first mail agent 
on the Indianapolis rail road about 1844, and held this 
position until his death from cholera in 1849. He was a 
member of the Methodist church, in which he took a great 
interest. To Mr. and Mrs. Mclntire were born eight child- 
ren, viz: Julia, Rachel, Sarah, Harriet, Emma, Margaret, 
Oliver B. , our subject, and Mary. All lived to rear fami- 
lies except Margaret, who died aged fourteen years. Mr. 
Mclntire died on his farm near Madison Sept. 1849, aged 
about 49 years. He was of kindly nature and of devout 
christian character. His wife was one of those heroic 
women of Indiana who mould the character of her citizens 
in the principles of honor and virtue. 

Oliver B. Mclntire, our subject, was born Dec. 23d, 
1840, on his father's farm near Madison, Ind. He was 
reared a farmer and received a common school education 
and then attended Hanover College at Hanover, Ind., for 
two years and received a good education and became a 
farmer. He married, Feb. 25th, 1864, at Warsaw, Ky., 
Margaret Calhoun Hughes, daughter of Michael C. and 
Elizabeth (Edwards) Hughes. Mr. Hughes was a farmer 
of Gallatin County, Ky., and Sheriff of that County for 
several years. He was from an old American family of 
Welsh stock. He was the father of three children, Mar- 
garet C, Rachel, and Mary. He was a member of the 
Christian church and died in 1871. To Mr. and Mrs. O. 
B. Mclntire was born one child, a daughter, Jesse Bright, 
at Remington, Ind., Sept. 27th, 1875. On the 16th day of 
January, 1894, this daughter, Jesse Bright Mclntire, was 
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united in marriage to Owen J. Conrad, of Indianapolis, 
Ind., where they now reside. In March, 1864, Mr. Mcln- 
tire settled in Carpenter Township, Jasper County, Ind. , 
and superintended the lands belonging to his uncle, Jesse 
D. Bright. He soon began dealing in land, and in 1871 he 
moved to Remington and engaged in the agricultural imple- 
ment trade. Seeing the needs of the young town he 
speedily interested himself in building it up. He made the 
first brick used in Remington. He also engaged in the 
hardware business. In 1873 he sold out and engaged in 
the real estate business, and in 1874 he became interested 
^vith John K. Shaw in the banking business, and they built 
the Exchange block in 1875. I n l %77 Mr. Mclntire 
became the sole owner of the Exchange Bank, and con- 
ducted it until 1888. In 1878 he engaged in the grain 
business, purchasing the Church & Hartly elevators, and 
did an extensive business, extending far and wide, and 
greatly increasing the trade of Remington. He purchased 
the * ' Remington News " and personally conducted the 
paper, acting as both publisher and proprietor. He was 
always a promoter of public enterprises and one of the real 
founders of the gravel road, and encouraged and assisted in 
establishment of street lights, fire department and all other 
public improvements. He has always been a friend of 
education and has been a member of the school board for 
fourteen years. During this time the new school building 
was erected, in which he took a warm interest. In 1890 he 
went to Indianapolis and engaged in the real estate business 
there for three years. He then returned to Remington, and 
in 1893 he established the Citizens Bank of Remington, 
which he now manages. Mr. Mclntire is one of the oldest 
real estate dealers in this section, and makes this and farm 
loans a prominent part of his business. His long experi- 
ence in this line has made him familiar with lands in many 
parts of the State, and he gives it as his opinion that 
nowhere in the State equals the lands lying near Reming- 
ton for agricultural purposes, and he believes that these 
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lands will advance in value beyond any in any other part 
of the State. Mr. Mclntire is a member of the Christian 
church. He is an honored citizen of the community, and 
highly respected by all who are acquainted with him. 

HARRY E. HARTLEY. 

Our subject is a prominent grain dealer in Remington and 
is a native of Calhoun county, Mich. He is a son of Thomas 
and Ann (Bennett) Hartley and was born Sept. 25th, 1865. 
He is of English descent and is one of nine children, two 
sisters and six brothers, all of whom are still living. His 
parents are natives of Bucks county, Pa. , and are now living 
in Calhoun county, Michigan. His father is sixty-eight and 
his mother fifty-seven years of age. Our subject obtained 
his early education in the common schools of Michigan, 
afterwards attending the Northern Indiana Normal School 
at Valparaiso, where he graduated from the business course 
in the fall of 1884, after which he spent the winter with his 
parents on the farm in Michigan. While there he took quite 
an active part in common school literary work. In March, 
1 88 5 , he came to Newton county, Ind. , and engaged as book- 
keeper for J. W. Kishlar & Co., Dry Goods and Groceries, 
of Goodland, at a salary of $40 per month. At the end of 
three months he removed to Kentland, the county-seat of 
Newton county, where he took charge of a half interest in a 
large drug store under the firm name of Ringham & Hartley. 
In the spring of 1887 he sold out his interest in the drug 
business and returned to Goodland, where he was engaged 
as weighmaster and bookkeeper in his uncle, Charles W. 
Hartley's, grain office, where he became master of the busi- 
ness which he now pursues. In the spring of 1888, in com- 
pany with his uncle, C. W. Hartley, he went to Idaho 
Territory to prospect his uncle's mines near Pierce City. 
After six months of mining and wandering through the wild 
west he returned to Goodland, Ind., and engaged in the 
grain business with his elder brother, A. E. Hartley, under 
the present firm name of Hartley Bros., Nov. 12th, 1889. 
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He was married to Miss Lillie B. Wood, daughter of 
Augustus A. and Sarah J. Wood, of Kentland, Ind. In the 
spring of 1890 he removed to Remington, his present 
home, where he has since taken charge of the entire 
grain business, his annual receipts at this point alone rang- 
ing from 500,000 to 750,000 bushels of grain. Hartley 
Bros, have a controling interest in eight grain centers and 
they are today the heaviest grain shippers in north-western 
Indiana, their cash business ranging from $50,000 to $75,- 
000 per month. Mr. Hartley is a staunch republican, and 
cast his first and successful ballot for Benj. Harrison for 
president in 1888. 

Himself and wife are members of the M. E. church. 
Socially Mr. Hartley is a member of the order of the K. of 
P. and a leader therein. He is always full of life and fun 
and attentive to his business also. He is a useful man in 
the community and should he leave, his place would be diffi- 
cult to fill. As a business man his integrity is beyond dis- 
pute, and as a neighbor and citizen he is universally 
respected and esteemed by all who know him. 

ISAAC D. LUCKY 

Was born October 11, 1843, in Highland county, Va., and 
moved with his parents to McLean county, Illinois, in the 
year 1853. He resided on a farm near Lexington in said 
county until he enlisted in Co. <4 G," 146th Regt. 111. Voll. 
Infantry, in which regiment he served until mustered 
out with the regiment, July 8, 1865. He returned home 
and again engaged in farming. He was married to Miss 
Frances C. Porter December 16th, 1866, and moved to 
Remington, Ind., November, 1869, and was engagad in 
farming and other labor until the year 1891, when he was 
elected Town Marshal, in which capacity he has served 
since that time. 
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AMMON BEASLEY, 

Our subject, was born December i, 1849, * n Adair county, 
Ky. He is of German descent. His father was married 
to Miss Malinda Sikes, and to them were born five chil- 
dren, viz.: James, Matlida, Ammon, Nathaniel and John 
F., only Matilda and our subjest being now living. His 
brother James having been killed in the army, he being in 
the Union service during the late war. The mother of our 
subject died when he was eight years old, and at that time 
he came to Indana, and located in Crawfordsville, where he 
learned the art of photography. He remained in Craw- 
fordsville until he was twenty-five years old. He was 
united in marriage to Miss Martha J. Lawson, of Lancaster, 
Ky. He moved from Crawfordsville, Ind., to Dwight, 111., 
where he remained two years. He then returned to Good- 
land, Indiana, where he remained a little more than one year. 
He then removed to Rensselaer, Ind., where he continued 
in his profession two years. He came to Remington in 
1878, where he has remained to the present time. There 
were born to Mr. and Mrs. Beasley four children, viz. : 
Minnie, Charles, Annie and Lucy. Mrs. Beasley departed 
this life October 22, 1887. Mr. Beasley has been honored 
with the office of Town Trustee for Remington, which he 
has held three years. He has also held the office of 
Secretary of the Remington Building and Loan Association 
for three years, and is the present Secretary. Socially Mr. 
Beasley is a member of the I. O. O. F. , being Past Grand, 
and also a member of the State Grand Lodge. He is also 
a member of the K. of P. Politically Mr. Beasley is a 
staunch Democrat. He is a member of the Christian 
church at Remington. Mr. Beasley is an honored citizen 
of the town, and his personal friends are counted by the 
scores. 
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DENNIS P. O CONNOR. 

This enterprising young business man was born in Rem- 
ington, Indiana, January 1, 1868. He received his educa- 
tion in the public schools of this, his native town. In 
company with his brother, Daniel T. , he owned consider- 
able valuable real estate in the town of Remington, which 
they have accumulated by their own unaided efforts and 
through habits of industry. Dennis P. O'Connor, when 
yet a boy, was of great assistance to his father, Timothy 
O'Connor, and he began to clerk for him when he was 
quite a young lad. His mother died some years before his 
father, and after the death of the latter he assisted in the 
care of the family, and was surely a main stay in the time 
of need. He is a popular young man, and has a great deal 
of natural and required business ability, and will surely 
advance further to the front in the business world as he 
grows older. In politics he is independent. In religion he 
is a Catholic. The fact that he has no enemies, speaks 
for his popularity, and the esteem in which he is held by 
the community. 

ELKANAH B. VONDERSMITH 

Is one of the honored old soldiers of Remington, who bore 
the brunt of battle during the late civil war, in the faithful 
service of our country. His ancestry were of sterling Hol- 
land Dutch stock, his grandfather, John B. Vondersmith, 
having come from Holland and settling in Pennsylvania. 
Daniel Vondersmith, son of John B., was the father of our 
subject. He was born in Lancaster county, Penn., and 
married in the State of Delaware, Mary, daughter of 
Elkanah and Elizabeth (Bentley) Bray. Mr. Vondersmith 
was a well-to-do farmer of Pennsylvania, and the father of 
six children, viz: Elkanah B., John V., Joseph L. , Mar- 
giana, Elizabeth and Mary. Joseph L. and Elkanah B., 
our subject, were soldiers during our late civil war; Joseph 
L. serving in Owen's brigade, Pennsylvania troops. He 
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fell in the battle of Petersburgh. David Vondersmith, 
father of our subject, died at Ottawa, La Salle county, Ills., 
aged sixty-five years. 

Elkanah B. Vondersmith was born November 13, 1828, 
in the city of Philadelphia, his father at that time being a 
special constable, having attended in an official capacity the 
funeral of the celebrated Gerrard. Our subject received his 
education in the excellent schools of the city of Philadelphia. 
At fifteen years of age he entered a wholesale store as a 
clerk. He continued in this business until 1852, when he 
removed with his family to Ottawa, Ills., arriving there 
October 25, 1852. He had married in Philadelphia, in 
1848, Mariah, daughter of Nicholas K. and Mary (Haus) 
Seitzinger, who were of Pennsylvania Dutch stock, their 
ancestors having come from Germany at an early day. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Vondersmith have been born four children, 
viz: Robert B., Edgar S., Mary and Charles. Mr. Von- 
dersmith settled on a farm eighteen miles northeast of Ot- 
tawa, Ills., and removed to Jasper county, Indiana, settling 
on a farm four miles northwest of Remington, Indiana, in 
1883. He enlisted as a soldier patriot, at Ndttle Creek, 
Grundy county, Ills., August 12, 1862, as a private, Co. 
" H," 88th Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers, his regi- 
ment being the second Chicago Board of Trade regiment, 
under Capt. A. C. McClurg, now Gen. McClurg, the famous 
Chicago publisher. He served until honorably discharged 
July 15, 1865, at Quincy, Illinois. He participated in the 
battles of Perrysville, Ky., Stone River, Chicamauga, Ga., 
Missionary Ridge, Resaca, Ga., Adairsville and Dallas, 
where he was shot in the head, the ball breaking a hole in 
his skull and making a compound fracture, from which a 
piece of skull bone, now in his possession, at least one inch 
long and one-half inch wide, of irregular shape, was taken. 
He laid unconscious on the field until he was taken to the 
field hospital where he laid for seventeen days. He was in 
the hospital for about six months, when he partially recov- 
ered, owing to his great strength and rugged constitution, 
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and was then detached as an orderly to Gen. Oakes, Pro- 
vost Marshal General of Illinois, and there served until he 
was discharged. 

Mr. Vondersmith has been a good citizen, as he was a 
soldier, and has reared and educated a respected family. 
He has been honored by his fellow citizens, and has for the 
past ten years been one of the Town Trustees of Reming- 
ton. He is a member of Remington Post, No. 74, G. A. 
R. He has held the office of Commander and has been the 
Quarter Master for the past six years. Every man who 
knows him has a kind word in his heart, an honest respect 
for this old veteran. 

WILLIAM GREEN, 

Our subject, was born August 25, 1850, in Miami county, 
Ohio, near Troy. He is the son of William and Priscilla 
(French) Green, who had six children born to them, viz. : 
Martha J., Sarah* (one infant not named), Albert, William 
and Eliza. William, oiir subject, made his home on the 
farm until he was thirty years of age. He then came west 
and located in Remington. He had previously enlisted in 
Co. "I," 7th Regt. Cavalry, U. S. A. Regular service, 
when he was about seventeen years old, and served about 
eighteen months in the west among the Indians, when he 
was discharged for disability. After coming to Reming- 
ton he at once engaged in the tile business, in partnership 
with LaFayette French, this being the first tile venture in 
this locality, which was run by horse power. Three years 
later the firm changed to steam power, and enlarged the 
capacity of their works, when the firm was changed to 
William Green & Co., with a half brother of our subject 
(Mr. Joseph Green), as a partner. They continued busi- 
ness together for four years, when Joseph Green sold his 
interest to Mr. Samuel Bowman, and the firm has since 
been known as Green & Bowman. This institution has 
turned out an immense amount of tile, and it has proved a 
great blessing to the farming community of Jasper and other 
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counties. Mr. Green was married Dec. 26, 1872, to Miss Mary 
D. Thackara, in Miami county, Ohio. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Green have been born three children, only one of whom 
are now living. They were as follows: Lydia, Alma and 
Eerl T., Lydia and Earl T. being now deceased. Socially 
Mr. Green is a member of the I. O. O. F. , being a Past 
Grand and member of the Grand Lodge of the jurisdiction 
of Indiana. He is also a member of the "Woodmen of 
of the World. " In politics he is a Republican. Mr. and 
Mrs. Green are both prominent members of the Presbyte- 
rian church, and are valuable members in the society of 
Remington. 

CHARLES T. DENHAM 

Our subject is one of the prominent business men of Rem- 
ington, and has been a member of the Board of Town Trus- 
tees for the past ten years. He comes from sterling Eng- 
lish stock. His father, Josiah W. Denham, was born in 
London, Eng., and came to America with his father, 
Joseph Denham and family, and settled in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Joseph Denham was a Baptist minister, and for 
many years preached in Cincinnati, and he died there at 
the age of eighty-six years. Josiah W. Denham, the 
father of our subject, was a carpenter by trade, and was 
married to Isabel Scott. 

He was a citizen of Cincinnati, Ohio, for many years, 
and soldier in our late civil war, being a Lieutenant of Co. 
"G," 70th Regiment, Ohio Infantry Volunteers. He was 
in the battle of Pittsburg Landing, and lost his hearing 
from the heavy cannonading, and was honorably discharged 
on account of this disability. He died in 1865, the cause 
of death being disease resulting from exposure whilst he 
was a soldier. He was the father of George H. , Robert 
M., Jennie, Charles T., Josiah E., Joseph W. and Hattie. 
He was a Republican in politics, a man of kindly disposi- 
tion, and a devout member of the Baptist church. His 
son, Josiah E. , is a successful Baptist minister located at 
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Pueblo, Colo. George H. has been principal teacher of the 
Columbia schools, of Cincinnati, Ohio, for the past twelve 
years. The brothers and sisters are all living, with the 
exception of Robert M. and Jennie. Robert M. died in 
.Newport, Ky., Dec, 1886, and Jennie died in St. Joseph, 
Mo., Dec. 12, 1889. 

Charles T. Denham, our subject, was born in Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, February 14, 1851, and received his education 
in the city schools, and later attended Mt. Washington 
Academy. Shortly after his father's death he came to 
Goodland, Ind., and learned the butcher business. In 1874 
he came to Remington, Ind. He was married in Jasper 
county, to Maggie A., daughter of George G. and Elizabeth 
(Beal) Thompson, Sept. 3, 1874. To Mr. and Mrs. Denham 
have been born one child, Ina M., who was born in Rem- 
ington, May 10, 1 88 1. Mr. Denham has been engaged in 
the butcher business since he came here. In 1887 he 
formed a co-partnership with William Broadie, the style of 
the firm name being Denham & Broadie. This firm does 
the largest butcher business in Remington, and they 
also do nearly all the live stock shipping business, which is 
quite large for the size of the town. They are a well- 
known shipping firm in Chicago and Pittsburg. They own 
five acres of land adjoining Remington, which they utilize 
for stock yards and slaughter houses. Here they have all 
improved machinery used in their business. It is the best 
equipped slaughter house on the Pan Handle railroad be- 
tween Logansport and the State Line. They annually 
pack 1 50 tons of ice, which is used in their business. Prac- 
tically this firm contracts the live stock shipping business 
for the country surrounding Remington. 

Socially, Mr. Denham is an I. O. O. F. , and is a Past 
Grand, and member of the Grand Lodge. He is also a K. 
of P., and Past Chancellor. Mr. Denham is an honored 
citizen, and since 1884 has been a member of the Board of 
Town Trustees. Mr. Geo. G. Thompson, his father-in- 
law, came to this locality in 1852-3, and became a sub- 
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stantial farmer, and respected citizen. He was the first 
post master ever appointed in Carpenter township. He is 
yet living, aged seventy years. 

We cannot close our short sketch of Mr. Denham with- 
out saying that he is a self-made man, and that his sterl- 
ing character has always been shown for the best interests 
of the town of Remington. 




HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 

>HE first Christian church was organized in Reming- 
ton in 1868, by Elder James H. McColloch. The 
present house of worship was built in 1873, situated 
on Ohio street. It is a commodious frame struc- 
ture, adjoining the public park on the south. The congre- 
gation has always maintained itself creditably, being seived 
at various times by the following Ministers: 

Elder Samuel M. Connor, Warren B. Hendryx, S. M. 
Houston, William Kraft, John Wintzen, John Ellis, A. F. 
Armstrong, Lemuel Shortridge, Chas. W. Cooper, J. M. 
Rodman, Jean Paul Robinson and J. D. Carson. A num- 
ber of persons have served the church as ministers at dif- 
ferent times for short periods. The membership has been 
visited by some of the most prominent men in the brother- 
hood, among whom are the following: L. L. Carpenter, 
State Evangelist; A. C. Hobbs, Dean of Drake University, 
DeMoines, Iowa; A. R. Burton, of Butler University, ^nd 
others. The numerical strength of the church has suffered 
from removals to other parts of the country. The local 
Eldership has been represented at various times by such 
men as Dr. S. C. Marwell, Dr. H. Landon, Wm. N. 
Foster, J. O. B. McDougle, O. B. Mclntire, A. Beasley, 
Robert Parker, W. H. Coover and others. 

The present officers of the church are — Trustees, 
Robert Parker, R. R. Petitt and James Zea. Elders, Robt. 
Parker, Samuel Bowman and James Zea. Deacons, A. 



Digitized by 



Google 



JASPER COUNTY, INDIANA. 269 

Beasley, Ezra Bowman, George Hemphill, James Little, 
Thomas Cambe and Wm. Hotalling. Treasurer, R. R. 
Pettit. Clerk, J. D. Carson. 

The church has always been prominent in keeping 
before the community the first principles of the Gospel, 
and the restoration of the primitive doctrine and unity of 
the church. 

The Sunday school in connection with the church is 
large and full of life. 

The Y. P. S. C. E. is strong in membership and a 
power for good. 

The Ladies' Aid Society is also a strong auxiliary. 

The church supports heartily all the great undertakings 
of the brotherhood, and is aggressive in temperance and 
all charitable work. 




REMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

>HE Remington public school building is a beautiful 
eight room brick structure located just east of the 
town. This building is a model of its class and is 
a monument to the enterprise and liberality of 
the citizens of Remington. 

But knowing that buildings alone would not make a 
successful school, the trustees have ever been on the alert 
to secure the best teachers to be had; to provide books of 
reference, and to secure such apparatus as was necessary. 
There is now a carefully selected library of over five 
hundred volumes which is of as much service to the stu- 
dents as would be some libraries of five times the number 
of books. Within the past year there has been added 
over one hundred books of reference and supplementary 
reading. People do not, generally speaking, recognize the 
value of a carefully selected library. There should be a 
fund set aside by the State for the maintenance of a library 
in every school. 
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But, with all these advantages, our schools would not 
have been so successful had they not received the hearty 
co-operation of parents and pupils. This is shown in the 
fact that ninety per cent, of the enumeration was enrolled 
in the schools this year. The attendance has been excel- 
lent, averaging nearly seven per cent, of those belonging 
in the year of 1 893-94, and there have been but thirty-five 
cases of tardiness in that time. 

The high school department would be a credit to a 
much larger town. It is regularly commissioned by the 
State, thus entitling its graduates to enter the junior 
class of the various State institutions without examination. 

There has been a regular attendance of over fifty in 
the high school during the past year. The standard of 
requirement for admission to this department has been 
raised, and hereafter the entire four years of the course 
will be devoted to high school branches. 

With a beautiful building, earnest students, wide- 
awake, enthusiastic teachers, Remington is justly proud of 
her public schools. This is the present standing of the 
affairs of our public school on the 17th of April, 1894, 
with W. R. Murphy, Superintendent and R. M. Vanatta, 
Principal. 



Wessittgtott, Dakota, Letter. 

Editor Press: — Learning through your columns that 
it is desired that old citizens be heard from concerning the 
historical records of Remington, permit me to say, that I 
broke the first sod on the streets of Remington in 1861, 
which was from the bridge known as the H. C. Lipprant 
bridge, south to where Hartley's elevators now stands, and 
east to Exchange block. I used two yokes of oxen, and 
was assisted by Henry Courtney, as driver. At that time 
William Blake was the road supervisor. 

Respectfully yours, 

George T. Harris. 
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